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PREFACE. 


O enumerate the many advantages which 
ſociety enjoys from the uſe of epiſtolary 


writings, would be altogether ſuperfluous, 

There ate few people in this enlightened age, who 
are not well acquainted with the utility of an art, 
attended with ſo many beneficial conſequences, 
The late Counteſs of Winchelſea, ſpeaking of the 
uiility of Letter-Writing, ſays, 

gleſt be the man, his memory at leaſt, 

Who found the art thus to unfold his breaſt.” 


If we conſider the ſtate of the patriarchal 


ages, when, ſo far as we know, the people 


were ignorant of letters, we cannot help la- 
menting the neceſſity, that the greateſt were under 
of communicating their ſecrets to a meſſenger, and 
whom they were obliged to employ to deliver it in 
the beſt manner he could. By a practice ſo diffe- 
rent from that of the prelent age, the language of 
the heart was loſt, and the perſon to whom the 
meſſage was addreſſed, could only judge of the ſen- 
timents of his correſpondent from the incoherent 
expreſſions of the bearer. When the uſe of letters 
was invented, we find men eagerly ſeeking after the 
knowledge of them, and ſome of the oldeſt pieces 
now extant, are epiſtles ſent from one ſriend to ano- 
ther: The ſamous letters of Cicero, will be a 
conyincing proof, that = Romans carried this art 
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to its higheſt perfection. Nor have the greateſt 


men among the Moderns conſidered it as deroga- 
tory of their dignity, to lay down rules for ſo uſe- 
ful a ſcience: At prefent we ſhall conſider our- 
ſelves as writing to ordinary readers, whoſe diffe- 
rent employments hinder them either from purchaſ- 


ing or reading a variety of authors. It is well 


known to thoſe, that their neceſſary avocations 
obliges them to converſe by letters with their cor- 
reſpondents, and either paternal or filial duty, ob- 


liges them to correſpond with their abſent relations; 


willing, yea deſirous to deliver their ſentiments 


with perſpicuity and elegance, yet, ſo immerſcd in 
the affairs of the world, they have ſeldom any time. 


for thoſe ſtudies, To remedy that evil is our pre- 
ſent deſign, by preſenting the public with a com- 


pleat collection of letters, on almoſt every ſubject 


and occurrence in life; and the judicious, by a 
little variation, will ſoon be able to accomodate 
them to their different ſituations. But as ſeveral of 
our readers may have neglected to learn grammar in 


their youth, we have likewiſe preſented them with. 


a ſummary of that ſcience, not only on a plan in- 
tirely new, but alſo ſtript of its technical terms, and 
ſuited to the meaneſt capacity; it is ſo ſhort as eaſi- 
ly to be got by heart, and ſo comprehenſive as to be 
retained by any one able to write. Such is the na- 
ture of the following work. Nothing has heen 
wanting on our part to make it both inſtructive and 
entertaining, nor do we deſire any further encou- 
ragement, than the merits of this work ſhall appa- 
rently intitle us to, 


Tar EDITOR. 
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A NEW 


PLAIN and EASY 
ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


— 
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Of Grammar. 


RAMMAR is the art of reading, writing, and 
ſpeaking any language, ſo as to be underſtood by 
thoſe” to whom we addreſs ourſelves: Grammar is al» 
ways divided into four parts, wiz. 

Firſt. The art of arranging the letters in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to form them into words, and this is called Spe/- 
ling, or Orthography. 

Secondly, The underſtanding the word fo form- 
ed, cither from what it is derived, with what other 
words connected, and what idea it conveys to our 
minds ; and 1s called the Knowledge of Words, or Ety- 
mology, a | 

Thirdly. The art of joining words together, ſo as to 
form them into compleat ſentences, ſuch as, The Style 
and Language you have adopted are, I confeſs, not ill ſuited 
to the Elegance of your own Manners, or to the Dignity of 
the Cauſe you have undertaken ; and this part of ſpeech 15 
called Syntax, or the Art of making Sentences, 

Fourthly. The art of pronouncing the ſentences ſo 
formed, not only to be underſtood by the hearers, but 
alſo, by accomodating the 3 and voice in ſuch a 
manner to the ſubject, as will make it clear to the judg- 
g B 2 ment, 
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ment, whilſt it affeQs the paſſions, ; and this part is 
called Pro/ody, or the art of Pronunciation. 
Of Orthography or Spelling. 
All the letters in the Engliſh language are divided in- 
to vowels and conſonants: A vowel is a letter which 


makes a perfect ſound of itſelf, without the aſſiſtance of f 


any other. ä 

A Conſonant is a letter which cannot make a perfect 
ſound without a vowel be joined to it: Thus 7% cax- 
not be pronounced; but when we add Ca) after CV it 
is Thank, if Ci) it is Think, 


No number of Conſonants can make a ſyllable with- f 
out a vowel ? as $-t-r--g-t-h can make no ſyllable of 
themſelves, but if we put an ge) betwixt Cr and n, 


thus Strength, it makes a ſyllable, and a proper word. 
H Joubl 


ginning or end of words? ſuch as in Sweari»vg, &c. 


There are two double conſonants, viz. (Au at the be- 


ginning, and (ng) at the end. In Knowledge, &c. it 
is found once, viz. (4x) at the beginning: In Secend, 
&c. the laſt two letters are double conſonants. 

As many vowels double or ſingle as found in a word, 
of ſo many ſyllables does that word conſiſt, which are 
ſeldom above ſeven, and few have ſo many, as, Good, 
one, Gooa-ly,t wo, Re-form-er, three, Per-pe-tu- ate, four, 
De-po-pu-la-ted, five, So-lem-ni-za-ti-on, ſix, Tran-/jib- 

an-ti-a-ti-on, ſeven. 

A monoſyllable is a word of one ſyllable, as God, 
King, &C. | 

A diſyllable is a word of aue ſyllables, as King-ly, 
Scem-ly, &c. 

A triſyllable is a word of three ſyllables, as In-for-mer, 
Re-form-er, &C. . 

A poliſyllable is a word of many ſyllables, as Tran- 
ſub-ftan-ti-a-ti-on, In-com-pre-hen-ft-bi-li-ty, &c. 
General Rules for Spelling. 

I. When a ſingle conſonant comes between two 
vowels, it goes with the laſt vowel in dividing the ſylla- 
bles; as Gl/o-ry, Ca-bal, Wo-men, E-went, &c. 

II. When two conſonants meet in the middle . a 

| word, 


e vowel is when two vowels meet together in | 
the ſame word. and are moſt commonly uſed in the be- | 
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werd, between two vowels, which are not proper to be- 
gin a word, they are parted in dividing the ſyllables, as 
ir- gin, Wed-ding, Mut- ton. | 

Ul. When two or three confonants meet between 
two vowels that are proper to begin a word, then they 
go with the laſt ſyllable in the diviſion, as Re- plen- dent, 
Bro- ther, Re-pricve, &c. 

IV. When three or four confonants meet between two 
vowels, which are not proper to begin, the firſt conſo- 
nant is always kept in the diviſion, as Sub-frad, A gra- 
date, Inf-cribe, &c. 

V. When two vowels of different ſounds meet in the 
middle of words they are parted in the dividing ſyllables, 
as Li- on, Riot, Tri- al, &c. 

Of Etymolog y. 

Etymology, as before obſerved, treats of the different 

kinds of words, and their relations to one another. In 


the Engliſh language there are nine parts of ſpeech, viz. 


The 1 Article, [ 6 Adverb, 
2 Noun, | 7 Prepoſition, 
3 Pronoun, 8 Interjection, 
4 Yew, 9 Conjunction. 
5 Participle, ; 


The article is a word or ſyllable ſet before the name 
of a ſubſtantive, as, 4 Book, The Man, there are only 
two articles in the Engliſh language (a) and (the) and 
are often uſed to expreſs the qualities of things, as, a 
Marlborough, i e one endowed with the conduct and 
courage of that heroe. The is wrote before both ſingu- 
lar and plural numbers, as, The Man, The Men, The 
River, The Rivers, 

A noun is the name of any thing that can be heard, 
ſecn, felt, taſted, and ſmelt; as alſo of whatever can 
be perceived by the underſtanding, and is of two kinds, 
iz. the Subftantive, and the Aajective, that is the name 
and the quality. 

The ſubſtantive is a perfect word of itſelf, but the 
adjective, or quality, cannot be uſed unleſs joined to 
the ſubſtance ; thus we ſay, a Man, a River, a Stone; 

B 3 but 
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but we cannot ſay @ Good, a /mooth, or a Hard; but ad- 
ding the quality, we ſay a good Man, a ſmooth River, a 
hard Stone: Man, River, and Stone are the ſubſtan- 
tives; good, ſmooth, and hard are the adjeQives; and 
ſo of all other words which convey to the mind the idea 
of ſubſtance, or exiſtence. : 
In Engliſh nouns there are two numbers, the ſingular | 
and plural: the ſingular number is uſed when we ak | 
of one ſingle thing, as a Man, a Fiſh, a Bee: The plu- 
ral number is uſed when we ſpeak of more things than 
one, as, Men, Fiſhes, Bees. The plural number is moit F 
commonly formed by adding (, to the ſingular, as, 
Tree, Trees, River, Rivers ; but when the ſingular num 
ber ends in ch, , or x, then the pronunciation requires 
that Ces) be added to the ſingular, as Church, Church-es, * 
Bruſh, Bruſb-es, Box, Box-es. 3 
| Of Caſes. 1 
The Engliſh, like the Hebrew, have but one caſe, 
and that is the genitive, which ends in the ſingular, and 
plural in (5) or (es) with an apoſtrophe, thus , as, 
Homer's Illiad, the Illiad of Homer : Horace's works, | 
the works of Horace. | 


Gender. 

By gender is meant the diſtinction of ſex, or the dif- 
ference between male and female; but the Engliſh pro- 
perly have no genders, the difference of ſex Laing ex- 
preſſed by proper names. 

Of Pronouns. 

A pronoun is a part of ſpeech, which 1s uſed inſtead of 
a noun ſubſtantive, as, J, thou, be, they; and it is 
uſed to expreſs the name of a perſon or perſons, as thun, 
did obey me, inſtead of 4 Fe obeyed me : All diſ- 
courſe 1s confined to three heads ; for we either ſpeak of 
ourſelves, to another, or of quother ; and theſe are called 
Perſons, When we ſpeak of ourſelves it is called the 
firlt perſon, as, I have been reading : when we ſpeak to 
another it is called the ſecond 11. BY as T hou haſt been 
riding, When we ſpeak of another it 1s called the third 


perſon, as He went to Rome. 
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Of Verbs. | 

A verb is that part of ſpeech which betokens Seing, 
doing, or ſuffering ; and is either active or paſſive. 

An active verb includes being and doing; as, firſt, 
Jam extreamly happy: Secondly, I will be a good bey; 
and fo in all other caſes, to be and to do are active. 

The paſſive ſignifies ſomething done to us, wherein 
we had no concern, as I have been loved, I hae been 
ruined, I have ſuffered. Thus the active denotes that 
action wherein we are perſonal actors; the paſſive that 
wherein another acts either for or againſt us, without 
our being any way concerned in the undertaking how- 
ever we may be in the conſequences : there are likewiſe 
ſome verbs called Newter, but, ＋ ſpeaking, they 
are really paſſive, as Iam rejoiced, for { rejoice, &c. 

Participle. 

Participle is a part of ſpeech which partakes of a.noun 
adjective, and a paſifve verb; or more properly, it is 
the quality ad of, or. joined with,. the ſtate of 
the perſon, as I have been LOVINGLY. treated, I have 
been HAPPILY ſettled. | 
Of Adverbs. 

An adverb is a part of ſpeech joined to an adjective or 
quality, to a participle, and ſometimes to another ad- 
verb: as, I. when joined to a verb: He reads wei 
but bebaves 1L L, He fings xoW he /ings THEN, He fag: 
THERE, II. To a quality or adjective, as, The boy 15 
Now good though LATELY wwicked. III. To a partici- 
ple, as, Once the boy learned very WELL, but NOW ts 
idle by indulging. IV. To another adverb, as, He is 
XxOW very learned, though LATELY wery ignorant. | 

Prepefition. 

Prepoſition is a part of ſpeech fo called, becauſe it is 
commonly put before words to which it is applied, and 
ſerve to connect words with one another, and to ſhew 
the relation between them, as 10 outgo, 10: overcome, to 
undervalue. | 

Of Interjedtion. 

Interjections are ſo . becauſe they are h 
in hetabeen the parts of a ſentence, without making any 
Iteration in it, and are a kind of natural ſounds to ex- 
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preſs the af ections of the ſpeaker, as O/ Oh! 4b? 


Alas! &c. and they muſt always be oakackos with a 


point of admiration, 
| Of Conjunctian. 

A conjunitiien i 15 that — of ſpeech which connects, 
or Jorns together ſentences, ſo as out of two to make one, 
as YOU and ] rode to London, zur Peter ſtaid at home. 
I went to St. Albar's, BUT you left me at Barnet. 

A praxis on the nine parts of ſpeech in the Engliſh 


language : 

1 Article, 2 Subſtantive, ep 791 SubPantive, Verb, 
The power ipeech is 
Article, Subſtantive, Aheltive, ps =. Subptantive, 

a faculty peculiar to man, 
Article, Conjunction, Verb, Prepeſition, Prenoun, Prope/ſition, 
and was beſtowed on him by 
Pronoun, Adjettive, Subſtantive, Prepofition, Article, 

his bemficent - creator, tor the 
Aſjectiue, Canjunction, Adverb, Adjeci ve, Subſtantive, 
greateſt and” moſt excellent uſes, 
Conjunction, Interjection, Adverb, Adverb, Verb, Pronoun, 

but, alas! how often do we 

Fexb, Prononn, Prepoſition, Article, Adjefive, ws 6 
pervert it to the worſt ot 
Subſtantive. | | 
pergdſes. 


Syntax or Sentence. 

A ſentence is an aſſemblage of words, "expreſſed i in 
proper form, and ranged in proper order, and concurr- 
ing to make a compleat ſenſe; as, The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament fheweth his handy 
3 day unto uttereth Jpeech, night unto ni gt 
fheweth knowled, 1 the formation of a ſentence, great 
care muſt be taken in Properly arranging the gramma- 


tical ſtops. 
As the ſeveral articulate ſounds, are marked by letters, 


ſo the reſts, and fpauſes between ſentences, and gheir; 


parts, are marked by points. 
The proportional quantity or time of the points, with 


reſpect to one another, is determined by the following 
general 


— —— <=. 
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general rule: the period is a pauſe, in duration, dou- 


ble the colon; the colon is double the ſemicolon, and 


the ſemicolon is double the comma. 


The comma (,) 
The gg is thus marked 15 | 
Tp 3 _. <6 


There are other marks, as interrogation, where we 
aſk a queſtion, marked thus (?) 4 > „where the 
— are affected by the 15 of the ſubject, or 

auty of expreſſion, and is — thus (!) : either to 
ſhorten a word or form the genitive caſe we uſe an apoſ- 
trophe, marked thus (*) : when a word or letter is 
wanting, we write underneath a caret (4) : a parenthe- 
fis is the laſt, and that is uſed when it is neceſſary to in- 


troduce ſomething i into a ſentence, connected with it as 


a collateral circumſtance ; it is marked thus (). 

The other marks are as follows : 

An Hyphen, thus (- ), in joining two ſyllables. 

An Accent, thus (*), being placed over a vowel, de- 
notes the tone of voice to be — that ſyllable. 

— (+) over a vowel denotes it being founded 

uic 

A Paragraph, thus (J is _—_— placed at the be- 
ginning ofa new diſcourſe. 

A Quotation, thus (%, to fignify the words ſo 
marked are taken from another author. 

Projody, or Pronunciation. 

This is the laſt and moſt practical part of grammar ; ; 
for as ſyntax teacheth us how to form a ſentence, ſo pro- 
ſody is the art of repeating it with a becoming propriety. 
But as the whole art depends upon imitation, few rules 
can be laid down for the uſe of the learner. Care muſt 


be taken to attend to the beſt ſpeakers and readers; and 


by conſtantly perufing the beſt Engliſh authors, ſuch as 
the Spectator, Tatlers, &c. he will ſoon be able to ac- 
quire a perfect knowledge of an art, the moſt graceful in 
the literary world, 

B 5 Directien 
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DIRECTIONS for WRITING LETTERS, 


T was a juſt obſervation of the honeſt Quaker, that, 
If a man think twice, before he ſpeak, hell ſpeak 
twice better for it. With great propriety the above may 
by applied to all forts of writing, particularly the epiſ- 
LOIAry, 
: — BE ſrom one relation to another, the different 
characters of the perſons muſt firſt be conſidered : Thus 
a father in writing to a ſon will uſe a gentle authority ; 
a ſon toa father will expreſs a filial duty. And again, 
in friendſhip; the heart will dilate itſelf with an honeſt 
freedom ; it will applaud with fincerity, and cenſure 
with modeſt reluQance. | 
In letters concerning trade, the ſubject matter will 
be conſtantly kept in view, and the greateſt perſpicuity 
and brevity obſerved by the different correſpondents ; 
and, in like manner, theſe rules may be applied to all 
other ſubjects, and conditions in life, vi. a compre- 
henſive idea of the ſubject, and an unaffected ſimplicity, 
though modeſty, in expreſſion. Nothing more need be 
added, only, that a conſtant attendance to the above 
for a few months, will ſoon conyince the learner, that 
his time -has not been ſpent in vain. | 
Indeed an aſſiduous attention to the ſtudy of any art, 
even the moſt difficult, will enable the learner to ſur- 
mount every difficulty, ee letters to his correſ- 
pondents, become equally eaſy as ſpeaking in company. 
A careful attendance to thoſe plain and fimple rules laid 
down in the preceding Grammar, will enable him to 
write in the language. of the preſent times, and if he 
carefully avoids affectation, his thoughts will be clear, 
his ſentiments judicious, and his language plain, eaſy, 
ſenſible, elegant, and ſuited to the nature of the ſub- 


ject. 
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DBT BN 1. 


From a Merchant in London, 0 the Maſter of a College, 
recommending his Son to his Care as a Pupil, 


Rew. Sir, | | 
HE opinion I. have long had of your abilities 
as a — behaviour as a gentleman,, 
and piety as a Chriſtian, encourages me to 
ſollici: your kind aſſiſtance in an affair of very great. 
importance. a ; 

My ſon Charles has finiſhed his grammatical ſtudies. 
in Merchant-Taylors School, and is very defirous of 
being entered as a commoner in your Univerſity, The- 
vinety of buſineſs, which I have on my hands, requires 
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my conſtant reſidence in London; but, being wlling to 
diſcharge my duty as a father, I know not ot any gen- 
tleman in Oxford, to whoſe fidelity I could fo readily 
truſt, as yourſelf ; and, if you approve of this, the 

uth ſhall be ſent on the return of your anſwer. He 
ſhall be left entirely to your direction, and I doubt not 
but you will treat him with the ſame tenderneſs, as if he 
was your own, 


I am * &c. 


G. FREEMAN. 


LE-T+-T' E R117, 
The Doctor's Anſaer. 


Sir, 
Received your's by this days poſt; and am extremely 
1 pleafed with your reſolution of giving your ſon a 
liberal education. My long reſidence in this ſeat of 
learning, has furniſhed me with many opportunities of 
ftudying the different paſſions and capacities of youth. 
Our term begins next week, and if you pleaſe to ſend 


the y gentleman, you may reſt aſſured of his bein 
con under my own direction, and the greate 
Kare taken both of his ſtudies and morals, 
2 20 I am Sir, &c. 
77 J. OXON. 


— 
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(LETTER m. 
From the young Gentleman, to his Father. 


Honoured Sir, 


Embrace this opportunity of letting you know how 
happily I am ſettled in the family of the worthy doc- 
ter. The good gentleman, and his amiable lady, do 


every 
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every thing in their power to make my liſe agreeable du- 
ring the intervals of my attendance on the public lec- 
tures. The Doctor kas begun to teach me geometry, 
and I hope ſoon to be able to make ſome progreſs in that 


uſeful ſcience, 
I have endeavoured to be as good an economiſt as 


poſſible, but at preſent am obliged to purchaſe ſeveral 
books: I know. your tenderneis and generoſity, and 
doubt not of hearing from you ſoon, 


I am Sir your affectionate and dutiful ſon, 


CHARLES FREEMAN. 


P. 8. My duty to my mother, and love to my 
ſiſters, 


«a 


LS 7,16 KR+1V; 
The Father's Anſwer.) 


Dear Charles, | 

Received your letter, and am greatly pleaſed to hear 
I of the progreſs you make in your ſtudies, as well as 
your agreeable ſituation, I know the Doctor is a worthy 
man, and if your behaviour continues conſiitent with 
the duties of morality, you may be aſſured of. his treat- 
ing you with the ſame tenderneſs as if you were his own 
on. 

As to the affair you mention, concerning the books, 
the incloſed order will convince you that, — on 
my part ſhall be wanting to furniſh you with every thing 
neceſſary ; as I am convinced, from the whole of your 
former conduct, that you will not require any thing 
bordering on ſuperfluity, r 


Jam your affectionate father, - 
G. FREEMAN, 
LE T. 
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LET TEN. V. 


From a Merchant's Widow, to a Lady, a diſtant Relation, 
in Behalf of her two Orphans. | 


Madam,, 
HEN you look at the ſubſcription of this letter, 
I doubt not of your being much ſurpriſed with 
its contents; but it is more on account of your amiable 
character, than that I have the honour to be your rela- 
tion, that T have preſumed to trouble you with this. 

My late huſband, whom you know was reputed to be 
in afluent circumſtances, has been dead about ſix months; 
his whole accounts have been ſettled with his creditors, 
and becauſe of many loſſes and bad debts, there is not 
above one hundred pounds left for myſelf: I have a ſon- 
juſt turned of fourteen, whom I want to bind appren-- 
tice to a reputable trade, and à daughter near ſeventeen, . 
whoſe education has rendered her incapable of acting as 
a menial ſervant, although ſhe would willingly be the 
companton of ſome young lady, where ſhe might be. 
treated with familiarity and tenderneſs. In circumſtan- 
ces ſo diſtreſſing, I have preſumed to addreſs myſelf to 
you: your long acquaintance with the world will enable 
you to direct me how to proceed, and I. doubt not but 
your unbounded generoſity will induce you to comply 
with a requeſt dictated by the ſeverity of affliction. 


SARAH WILSON. 


pe — . 
— 


LS T1 E:K 0h 
. The Lady's Anfever. 


Madam, 


Know not whether I am more affected with the mo- 
deii repreſentation of you affliction, or pleaſed that I 
have it in my power to aſſiſt you, You ſee, madam, 
chat all human expectations are vain, and often attended 
| with. 
: | 
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with deception : when we think our circumſtar oes are 
independent, there is generally ſome latent miſchief hid-- 
den under the ſpecious appearance; and this ſhould teach 
us continually to look to that providence,. who ſuperin-- 
tends the affairs of this lower world, and orders all for 
the good of his creatures. With reſpect to your two. 
children, I have propoſed the following ſcheme for their 
benefit: ; 
Let the boy think of ſome trade, to which his inelina- 
tions lead him, and I will provide him with every neceſ- 
ſary during his e ee and at the expiration of 
that term (if his behaviour is agreeable) advance ſome- 
thing to ſet him up in buſineſs. As for the girl, let her 
be immediately ſent to my houſe, where the ſhall be 
brought up along with my daughters, and every thing. 
in my power done to ſerve her. 

I exp2& that, from time to time, you will communi- 
cate to me an account of your own circumſtances, that 


I may be happy in alleviating every calamity, 
| I am, Kc. 


ELIZ. HOWARD. 


— — 
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LETTER VI. 


From the young Gentleman, to his Moth:r, during his 
Apprenticeſhip. | 


Honoured Madam, | 
2 having retired to the country has hin- 


dered me from writing to you, ſo, often as I 
could with. Ever ſince I was bound to Mr. Anſon; he 
has treated me with every ſort of indulgence, and I have 
endeavoured to acquire the good will of all our cuſtom- 
ers. I know that you are ſo ftraitenzd in your own cir- 
cumſtances, as not to be able to afford me pocket- money; 
but I have the pleaſure to tell you, that Mrs. Howard 
has taken care of that particular, and generouſly — 
| e 
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ed me from time to time. In every part of my conduct 
I ſhall endeavour to act conſiſtently with the principles of 
virtue, and am, with reſpect and duty, 


Fd 


* Your affectionate ſon, 


JAMES WILSON. 


. th. —— — _ 
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From the young Gentlewwoman, to her Mother. 


Honoured Macam, 


N my laſt Iinformed you that my worthy benefactreſs, 

Mrs. Howard, had been extremely ill: I have the 
pleaſure to aſſure you, that ſhe is now perfectly recover- 
ed. The happineſs of my preſent ſituation may be con- 
ceived, but it is not in my power to deſcribe it. After 
we get up in the morning, the ſamily are called toge- 
ther, to return Thanks to the Almighty for his preſerv- 
ing them during the preceding night, and to 1mplore 
his protection the remaining part of the day: afterwards 
we retire to breakfaſt. During the forenoon, we youn 
ones, walk into the garden or the fields, whilſt the an. 
lady is employed in diſpenſing medicines to her poor 
tenants. At one o'clock we * and afterwards re- 
tire to the ſummer-houſe, when each, in her turn, reads 
ſome part of the beſt Engliſh writers, whilſt the others 
are employed in needle-work. Indeed, madam, if there 
is really ſuch a thing as a terreſtrial paradiſe in this world 
it is here. I have received a letter ſrom my brother, and. 
am glad to hear he is ſettled in ſo good a family. 


I am, honoured Madam, 
Your afſectionate and dutiful daughter, 
SOPHIA WILSON.. 


LET. 
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LETTER IX. 


From a young Man, who had cloped from his Apprenticeſhip, 
to his Father, defiring him to intercede with his 4 
to take him again into his Service. 


Honoured Sir, 
ITH ſhame, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 


| uilt, I have preſumed to write to you at this 
time, 7 doubt not but you have heard of the irregula- 
rities in my conduct, which at laſt proceeded ſo far as to 
induce me to deſert the ſervice of the beſt of maſters : 
filled with the deepeſt contrition, and ſenſible of my fol- 
ly and ingratitude, I know not of a more powerful ad- 
vocate to intercede for me, than my honoured, though 
juſtly offended parent. It was the allurements of vicious 
company, that firſt tempted me to forſake the paths of 
virtue, and negle&t my duty in a family where I was 
treated wath the greateſt tenderneſs. Fully ſenſible of 
my fault, I am willing to make IP reparation in my 
power, but know not of any other, than by acting dia- 

metrically oppoſite to my former conduct. Let me beg 
of you, fir, to intercede with my worthy maſter to take 
me again into his ſervice, and my whole future life. ſhall 


be one continued act of gratitude, 
I am, Sir, your affectionate, 
Though undutiful Son, 
CHARLES CORBET. 


— _ ” 
_ EI 
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LETTER X. 


The Father's Anſwer. 


My dear Child, ; 
I F ever you live to be a father, you will know what I 
feel for you on the preſent occaſion. Tenderneſs as 


a parent, reſentment on account of iogratitude, — a 


real 
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real concern for your future happineſs, and reſpe& ſor- 
the worthy man whole ſervice you deſerted, all conſpire 
together to agitate my mind to different purpoſes ; but 
2907 uy affection becomes predominant, and I am ob- 
liged to act as your friend, although I am afraid you 
have conſidered me 'as your enemy ; I have written to 
your maſter, and juſt now received his anſwer; copies 
of which I have ſent incloſed. Your maſter is willing 
again to receive you into his ſervice, and I hope your: 
behaviour will be correſpondent to ſo much lenity. 


I. am your affectionate Father, 


LET TE. XL 
The Father's Letter to the Hater. 


My worthy Friend, 

Have often written to you with pleaſure, but alas ! 

I am conſtrained at preſent to addreſs myſelf to you: 
on a ſubject I little expected. I have juſt now received 
a letter from my ſon, by which I am informed, that he 
has left your ſervice, through the inſtigation of evil com- 
pany: his letter contains a penitential acknowledgment 
of his offence, together with a declaration of his reſo- 
lution to act conſiſtently with his duty for the future, 
He has begged of me to intercede with you in his behalf, 
and I know your humanity will excuſe parental affection. 
If you will again receive the unhappy youth into your 
family, I have great reaſon to hope that his conduct 
will be equal to his promiſes ; and it will confer a laſt- 
ing obligation on an afflicted parent, and oblige 


Your ſincere well wiſher, 


LET. 
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LETTER All 


The Maſter's Anfever. 
Sir, | 
VER fince I firſt conſidered the ſtate of human na- 
ture, or the difference between right and wrong, 
J have always preferred mercy to the auſtere rigour of 
juſtice, However ſeaſonable your requeſt may appear; 
to yourſelf, yet to me it was really unneceſſary. I am 
a father, ſir, and can feel at leaſt part of what you ſuf- 
fer. My reſentment againſt the young man 1s leſs than 
my anxiety for his happineſs, and were I ſure of his ad- 
hering to an uninterrupted courſe of virtue, I ſhould 
have more real pleaſure than his acquiring me the reve- 
nue of a nabob. 

In the mean time, that nothing may be wanting on 
my part to make both you and him as happy as poſſible, 
all Kalte are from this moment forgotten; my houſe is 
open for his reception; and if he will return he ſhall be 
treated with the ſame indulgence, as if he had never 
committed any fault whatever, 


I am, Sir, your affectionate friend. 


1— * 


—— — — 
———— 


LETTER XIL 


From a Mother, in Town, ta her Daughter at a bearding- 
School in the Country, recommending the Practice of 
Virtue. 


Dear Chill, 
. LTHOUGH we are ſeparated in perſon, yet 


you are never abſent from my thoughts, and it is 

my continual practice to recommend you to the care ot 
that being, whoſe eyes are on all his creatures, and to 
whom the ſecrets of all hearts are open : but I have been 
lately ſomewhat alarmed, becauſe your two laſt letters do. 
not run in. that ſtrain of unaffected piety as formerly. 

| | hat 
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What, my dcar, is this owing to? Does virtue appear 
to you as unpleaſant? Is your benificent Creator a 
hard maſter, or are you reſolved to embark in the 
faſhionable follies of a gay unthinking world? Excuſe 
me, my dear, I am a mother, and my concern for your 
happincſs is inſeparably connected with my own, Per- 
haps I am miſtaken, and, what I have conſidered as a 
fault, may be only the effuſions of youthful gaiety.— 
I ſhall conſider it in that light, and be extreamly glad, 
yea happy, to find it fo. Uſeful inſtructions are never 
too often inculcated, and, therefore, give me leave 
again to put you in mind of that duty, the per- 
formance of which alone can make you happy, both in 
time and in eternity. ; . 

Religion, my dear, is a dedication of the whole man 
to the will of God, and virtue is the actual operation 
of that truth, which diffuſes itſelf through every part of 
the conduct: Its conſequences are equally beneficial as 
its promiſes : Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all her pathsare peace.“ f 

Whilſt the gay unthinking part of youth are devoting 
the whole of their time to faſhionable pleaſures, how 
happy ſhould I be to hear, that my child was religious 
without hypocritical auſterity, and even gay with inno- 
cence. Let me beg that you will ſpend at leaſt one hour 
each day in peruſing your bible, and ſome of our beſt 
Engliſh writers ; nd dont imagine that religion is ſuch 
a gloomy thing as ſome enthuſiaſts have repreſented ; no, 
it indulges you in every rational amuſement, fo far as 
that 1s conkitent with morality ;—— lt forbids nothing 
but what is hurtful. | 

Let me beg you will conſider attentively what I have 
written, and ſend me an anſwer as ſoon as you can, 


I am your affectionate Mother, 


E. B. 


fi 


LE T- 
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LET TER MN. 


The Aufaver. 
 Hononred Madam, 
Am ſo much affected by the peruſal of your really 
parental advice, that I can ſcarcely hold the pen to 

write an anſwer ; but duty to the beſt of parents, obliges 

me to make you ea!y in your mind before I take any reit 
do myſelf, That levity, ſo conſpicuous in my former 

letters, is too true to be denied, nor do I deſire to draw a 

_ over my own folly : No, madam, I freely confeſs 
but, with the greateſt ſincerity, I muft, at the ſame 

4 declare, that they were written in a careleſs man- 
ner, without conſidering the character of the perſon to 
whom they were addreffed: I am fully ſenſible of my 
error, and, on all future occaſions, ſhall endeavour to 
avoid giving the leaſt offence, The advice you ſent me 
in your valuable letter, wants no encomium, all that I 
defire is, to have them engraven on my heart. My dear 
madam, I love religion, I love virtue, and I hope no 
conſideration will ever lead me from thofe duties, 1n 
which alone I expect future happineſs. Let me beg to 
hear from you often, and I hope that my whole future 
conduct will convince the beſt of parents, that I am 
what ſhe wiſhes me to be, 


I am, honoured Madam, your dutiful Daughter, 


ELIZ A. 


_— — — 


LETTER XV. 


From a Gentleman, an Officer in the Army, to his Son at 
a Boarding- ſchool, recommending Diligence in his Studies. 


. 

Dear Billy, 
UR regiment is now at Portſmouth, and we are 
ordered to embark for Minorca. I thought to 
have called on you at the ſchool, but our or to 
march 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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march were ſo ſudden, that I had no time to ſpare from 
the neceſſary duties of my ſtation, Let me beg, my 
dear, that you will attend with the utmoſt aſſiduity to 
your ſtudies. 3 N 

Vouch is the 2 55 time for aquiring knowledge, 
which, if properly improved, and reduced to practice, 
will be of the utmoſt ſervice to you in your future life: 
you are but yet unacquainted with the world, and happy 
will it be for you if you remain ignorant of the toils and 
dangers of a military life. Let me therefore intreat 
you, in the moſt earneſt manner, to think of ſome em- 
ployment which will procure you a decent ſubſiſtence, 
and enable you to live independently in the world. I 
have leftan order with our agent to pay for the expences 
'of your education ; and although my pay 1s ſmall, yet 
nothing on my part ſhall be wanting, to make your liſe 
as caly as poſſible. As it will be ſome days before we 
ſail, I ſhall expect to have a letter from you, and if too 
late it will be ſent after me. In the mean time, 


2 


Jam your affectionate Father, 
E. 3E LL O. 


— — — 


LETTER XVI. 


The Son's Anſetver. 


Honoured Sir, 


T was one of the firſt leſſons you taught me, that 
I gratitude is the nobleſt principle that can actuate the 
heart of man; but when connected with filial duty in- 
cumbent on a ſon to the moſt indulgent parent. I am 
left in a ſituation that may be felt but not deſcribed. 
That my worthy and honoured parent ſhould be ſo pre- 
cipitately hurried away to a diſtant country, almoſt fills 
me with horror; eſpecially when I confider, that 1 may 
never have an opportunity of ſeeing you any more. 1 


am convinced that your friendly advice to me is ſuch, 
I | that 
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chat if ſtrictly followed, muſt be attended with the moſt 
beneficial conſequences to myſelf ; my honour and hap- 
pineſs will equally depend on adhering to them, and 
ſhall always conſider it as my ſecond greateſt duty, to 
obeythe precepts of my worthy father. I have gone alrea- 
dy ſo far as to be able to read Xenophon, and next week 
I enter upon Homer. I have ſome thoughts, if agree- 
able to you, to take chambers in one of the inns of court, 
in order to ſtudy the law : my inclinations run that way, 
but I ſubmit it wholly to your approbation. Let me 
beg to hear from you as often as poſſible, as it will be 
the greateſt pleaſure I can enjoy during ſuch a ſeparation. 


I am, honoured Sir. your moſt affectionate Son, 


E. B. 


. —_ — 1 


LETTER XVI 


Cn. AA 


From à young Gentleman, Clerk to a "Merchant in T owny 
to his Father in the Country, ſolliciting Pocket-money 


Homoured Sir, 
Wrote to you by maſter Bale the linen-draper, but 
not having received any anſwer makes me very un- 
caſy : although I have been as good an œconomiſt as 
poſſible, yet, I find, the pocket- money you allowed me 
to take monthly from Mr. Willes, the grocer, is not ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport my neceſſary expences, although it 
was ſo at firſt. London is ſuch a place, that unleſs one 
maintains ſomething of a character, they are ſure to be 
treated with contempt, and pointed at as objects of r1- 
dicule, Iafſure you, fir, that I abhor every ſort of ex- 
travagance, as much as you can deſire, and the ſmall 
matter which 1 aſk as an addition to your former allow- 
ance, 1s only to promote my own intereſt, and which, 
I am ſure, you have as much at heart as any parent poſ- 
ſibly can. My maſter will ſatisfy you, that my conduct 
has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of W 1 
| ubmit 
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fabmit it to your judgment what you think proper to or- 

der me. I did not chuſe to mention my want of money 

to Mr. Willes, and, for that reaſon, have not taken 

any thing more than what you ordered: I hope you 

will not be oſfended with what I have written; as I ſhall 

always conſider myſelf happy in performing my duty, 
1d a-quiring the favour of my honoured parents. 


I I am, honoured Sir, 
Your affectionate Son, 


EUSEBIUS,: 


— ht. 


1 


LETTER XVIII. 


9 


The Father's Anſfaver, 


My dear Child, 
Y reaſon for not ſending to you ſooner was, that 
I had been on a journey to your uncle at Man- 


cheſter, where I was detained longer than I expected, 


and, conſequently did not ſee your letter till lait night. 
I have conſidered your requeſt, and am convinced that 
it is altogether reaſonable : you are greatly miſtaken if 
you think that I wanted to conhne you to the ſmall mat- 
ter paid by Mr, Willes; no: it was indeed an inadver- 
tancy ; but my conſtant reſidence in the country makes 
me little acquainted with the cuſtoms of London. I 
don't deſire to confine you to any particular ſum; you 
are now arrived at an age, when it becomes abſolutely 
neceſlary for you to be well acquainted with the value of 
money, your profeſſion likewiſe requires it; and, it is 
well known, that pradence and ſobriety in youth, natu- 
rally leads to regularity of conduct in more advanced 
years, Virtue inſures reſpe&, and, as I welt know, 
that all manner of precepts are uſeleſs where the incli- 
nations are vicious; I have left the affair, mentioned in 


your letter, intirely at your own diſcreticn, and, as the 
2 incloſed 
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incloſed order is unlimited, I doubt not but prudence 
will direct you how to proceed, 


I am, dear Child, 
Your affectionate Father, 


I — 
— — — — 


LETTER XIX.- 


From a young Gentleman, at a Boarding-/chool in the Coun 
try, to his Brother an Apprentice in London. 


Dear Fackey, 
ITTLE maſter Billy Thompſon is going to Lon- 
don to-morrow in the , and I have ſent 


this by him for you. We are all well at ſchool, and I 
have got as far as Ovid: I have likewiſe got through! 
the rules of practice, of which I ſhall give you a better 
account when I come. to town at the holidays. Dear 
brother, give my duty to my papa and mamma, and 
tell them I long to ſee them ; I pray for them and you 
every day, — I have read over the Whole Duty of 
Man, which my mamma gave me. I ſpend an hour 
every day in reading Dr. Goldſmith's Roman Hiſtory. 
* Jacky ſend me ſome books, for I am very fond of 
re ing, 2nd a pair of the neweſt patterns of buckles, 


and I do more for you when I leave ſchool, | 
I am your loving Brother; 
EDWARD COOPER. 


LETTER XX. 


The Brother's | Anſwer. 


Dear Brother, ; . 

1 Received your kind letter, and am glad to hear you, 
are well, as alſo of the progreſs you make in learn- 

| ing. 
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ing. I read your letter to and mamma, and 
they were much pleaſed bes by Billy Thompſon dines 
at our houſe to-morrow, and he will-bring you this. 
Your mamma has ſent you half a guinea, and as you 
are ſo fond of books I have ſent you Rollin's Belles Let- 
ters. Mr. Auſtin, our curate, ſays, that although alt 
ſorts of hiſtory is uſeful, yet he thinks youdhould be- 
gin with chat of your own country; and he has ſent you 
a preſent of Mr. Montague's Hiſtory of England, which 
is ornamented with a fer of the moſt clegant copper- 
ates extant in this kingdom. I have ſent you the 
uckles, and ſome other things which you will find 
ſealed up in the parcel. We all beg that you will continue 
to perſevere as you have begun, in an uniform courſe 
of virtue. It will intitle you to the favour of God, 
be a pleaſure to your parents, and turn out to your own 
advantage at the laſt, | 7 + it 
12 ' Iam, dear brother, 
Yours affeQionately, 
JOHN COOPER. 


1 ” KW 4 FS. 2 
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be 34 2h. LETTER XM | 
From a young Trade/mim lately entered into Buſineſs, to his 
| Father, aſting his conſent to marry. | 
Honoured Sip, | . | 2 

OU know that it is now above a year ſince I entered 

into buſineſs for myſelf, and finding it daily in, 
creaſing, I am obliged to look our for an agreeable part- 
ner, I mean a wife : there is a very worthy family in 
this neighbourhood, with whom I have been ſome time 
acquainted. They are in good circumſtances, and have 
a daughter an amiable young woman, greatly oſleemed 
by all who know her: I have paid my àddreſſes to her, 
and likewiſe obtained the parent's conſent, on condi- 
tion that it is agreeable to you. I would got do any 
thing of that nature without your conſent 3 but I hope 
that upon the ſtriteſt enquiry you will find her ſuch a 
| 967 that you will not have any objection to a match 


alvantagegus, I have on every oceaſion endeavoured 
. e | to 


CC Ht... 


to act with the prudence, conſiſtent with the 

rules you was pleaſed to preſcribe for my conduct. The 
parents are 2. ay me fre hundred 2 on the — 
of marriage if che event ſhall hap take place, an 

as they have no other childrens — whole their en 

perty becomes ourg at their death. In whatever ſight 

you are pleaſed to conſider this, I ſhall abide by your 

direction, and your anſwer i in the mean time is impati- 


2 ah 
By your dutiful Son, 


— 


LETTER XI. 


The Father's Anſwer. 
My dtar Son, . 

I Received your letter, and m reaſon for not ſeading 
ſooner is, that it being an affair of great importance, 
I was willing to. p therein with the utmoſt cauti- 
on. I wrote to Mr. Johnſon, my ny in New Inn, 
deliring him to enquire concerning the family you deſire 
to be allied with; nnd cm gfed to dans that is account 
does not differ from your own, I hope you dont think 
that I would defire to ſee you one moment unhappy. 
2 reaſons for entering into the marriage ſtate, art 
way ſatisfactory, and I am X to hear that the 

pe on on whom you have placed your affections is ſo 
eſerving. When you have fixed the wedding day 1 
will come to London to be preſent at the cans, and, 
ſpend a few days with my old friends. I hope you will 
continue to attend your buſineſs with the ſame diligence 
you have hitherto done, and if you ſbould live to an old 
age, you will then be able to retire, from trade, with | 
* both to yourſelf and family. 


N lam, dear Son, 

Vour affeQionate Father. 
. 3 E. B. 
8 82 | LE T 


* FR 


LETTER, M. 


From a young W juſt guns to Serwice in London, 10 
0 'her Mother in td C. * 
Drar Mother, A ee | | 
T is now a month'that T have been at Mr. Wilſon's, 
and thank God, that I like my place ſo well, My 
maſter and miſtreſs are both worthy people, and greatly 
reſpected by all their neighbours. At my firſt coming 
there I thought every, thing ſtrange, and wondered to 
ſee ſuch multitudes of people in the ſtreets; but what 
J ſoffer moſt from is the remembrance of your's and my 
father's kindneſs, but I begin to be more reconciled to 
my ſtate, as I know you was not able to ſupport me at 
home, I return you a-thouſand thanks for the kind ad- 
vices you were ſo good as to give me at parting, and ſhall 
endeavour to practice them as long as I hve : let me 
hear often from you when you have an opportunity: 
ſo with my duty to you and my father, and kind love to 
all Friends, I remain ever, ' 


Your moſt dutiful daughter, 
| LETTER, XXIV. 
. The Mother's Anſwer. 


My dear Child, | . 
' F Am glad to hear that you have got into fo worthy 
I a family. Von know that we never ſhould have 
parted with you had it not been for your good. If you 
continue virtuous and obliging, all the family will love 
and eſteem you. Keep yourſelf employed as much as 
you can, and be always ready to aſk your fellow ſer- 
vants. Never ſpeak il} of any body, but when you hear 
a bad ſtory, try to ſoften it as much as you can; dont 
repeat it again, but let it flip out of your mind as ſoon 


as poſſible. I am in great hopes that all the * 


kind te you, from the charaQer-I have heard 'of 
mem. If you have any time to ſpare from your buſineſs, 
Thope you will ſpend ſome part of it in m_ your 
bible, and the Whole Duty of Man. I pray i how 
daily, and there is nothing I deſire more my 
child's happineſs. Remember, that the more faithful 
ou are in the difcharge of your duty as a ſervant, the 
tter you will proſper, if you live to have a family of 
-your own. | Your father deſires his _— and your 
| and ſiſters their kind love to you. Heaven bleſs 
you my dear child! and continue you to be à comfort 
tous all, and particularly to, * 


Your affeftionate Mother, 


LETTER Xxv. 


From an aged Lady in the Country, to her Niece in London, 
" cautioning her againſt keeping Contany with a Gentleman 
of a bad Charafters r. 


x. 1 1 


— 


Dear Niece, | 
HE fincere love and affection which I now have 
for your indulgent father, and ever had for your 
virtuous mother when ſhe was alive, together with the 
tender regard I have for your future happineſs and wel- 
fare, have prevailed on me to inform you ra her by let- 
tor than by word of mouth, concerning what I have 
heard of your unguarded conduct, and the too great 
freedoms you take with Mr. Lovelace, You have been 
ſeen with him at both the Playhonſes, in St. James's 
Park, Ranelagh, and Vauxhall. Don't imagine, niece, 
that I write this from a principle of ill- nature, it is on 
purpoſe to ſave you from ruin; for, let me tell vou, 
r familiarity with him gives me no ſmall concern, as 
his character is extremely bad, and as he has acted in 
the moſt ungenerous manner to two or three virtuous 
young ladies of my acquaintance, who entertained too 
favourable an opinion of his honour. Tis poſſible, as 
you have. no great _— to expect, and he has an _ 
| | 3 22 
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from whom he expects a conſiderable eſtate, that you 
may be tempted to imagine his addreſs an offer to your 
advantage; but that is greatly to be queſtioned, for I 
have heard thathe is deep in debt, as alfo that he is pri- 
vately engaged to a rich old widow at Chetſea. In ſhort, 
my dear, he is a perſect libertine, and is ever boaſtin 
of favours from our weak ſex, whoſe fondneſs and fraity 
are the conſtant topics of his railing and ridicule. 

Let me prevail on you, dear-niece, to avoid his com- 
pany as you would that of a madman ; for, notwith- 
ſtanding I fiill hope you are ſtrictly virtuous, yet your 

name may be irreparably loſt by ſuch open acts of 
imprudence. I have no other motive but an unaffeted 
zeal for your intereſt and welfare: I flatter myſelf you 
will not be offended with the liberty here taken, by . - 


- Your fincere Friend, and 
Affectionate Aunt. 


1 . 


— — 


LETTER t 
The young Ladies Lnfeoer.” 5+ If 


» Honoured Madam, Re 
S your letter, and when I conſider your 
" reaſons for writing, I thankfully acknowledge you 
my friend. It is true I have been at thoſe public places 
you mention, along with Mr. Lovelace, but was utter- 

ly ignorant of his real character. He did make me pro- 
poſals of marriage, but I told him I would do nothing 
without my father's conſent. He came to viſit me. this 
morning; when I told him that a regard for my repu- 
tation obliged me never to ſee him any more, nor even 
to correſpond with him by letter, and you may depend 
on my adhering to that reſolution, In the mean time I 
return you a thouſand thanks for your friendly advice, 
Jam ſenſible every young woman ought to be careful of 
her reputation, and conſtantly avoid the company of 
libertines. To convince you of my ſincerity I _ _ 
8 ondon. 


London in about-ſix weeks, and will call to ſee you af- - 
ter I have been at my father's, - „ 
; I am, hanoured Madam, 
Jour affectionate Niece. 


* — — Ml. 888 * „— 
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„Irre OZ 
From a young Gentleman in the Engliſh Fado ar Liſbon, 
| _ to bus Siffer in London, 


Dear Sifter, Sei better 

Am extremely obliged to you for the kind preſent by 
I the laſt packet, and likewiſe' to hear of your mar- 
riage with Mr. Bale. I am very well ſettled in the fac- 
tory, and the gentlemen treat me with the greateſt in- 
dulgence. We have often been told by our worthy fa - 
ther, that Popery is little better than Paganiſm, and I 
fnd it to be true ever ſince I ſettled in this city, where 
ignorance, ſuperſtition, and even idolatry ſeem to reign 
in the moſt ſovereign manner; and that dreadful tribu- 
nal the Inquifition, exerciſes ſuch an unlimited autho- 
rity over both the bodies and conſciences of every perſon, 
that none dare utter their ſentiments with freedom, We 
ſee little elſe in the ſtreets, beſides the proceſſions of 
Prieſts and monks ; nor any other public repreſentations; 
except the barbarous diverſion of Bull Fights, and the 
hornd practice of burning thoſe unhappy people called 
Hereticks; whoſe greateſt fault is often no more than 
ſpeaking a word diſreſpectfully of the prieſts, or beirg 
_ abſent one day from maſs. Happy are you, dear ſiſter, 
to live in a land of liberty; I long to ſee you again, but 
the neceſſity I am under of acquiring a perfet know- 
ledge of my buſineſs, obliges me co diſpenſe with many 
chinks, in their own nature di le. 

I thall be glad to hear often from you, and that you 
may go on in a courſe of uninterrupted proſperity and 
happineſs, is the conſtant prayer of 


Vour affectionate brotlix. 


C4 LET. 
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LET T'B'R XXVII. 
| The Siffer's Anſwer. 


Dear Brether, | 
Have been laid in above two months of a fon, 2nd 
Mr. Bale has ſuch reſpe& for you that the child is 

called by your name. I am glad to hear of the indul- 
gence you receive. from the gentlemen of the factory, 
and I doubt not but you will continue to merit it. 
Good ſenſe and good manners will always go hand - 
in hand together, and never fail of procuring rc- 
ſpet. The account you ſent us of Popiſh ſuperſti- 
tion is confiſtent with the notions I always had of it 
and ] ſincerely, bleſs God that I am ina country where 
the true religion is taught, ard every ſort of perſecution 
abhorred. Your aunt Barton is lately dead, and has leſt 
you a conſiderable fortune, but T cannot at preſent men- 
tion the particulars; and indeed it is needleſs, as Mr. 
Bale will communicate them to you as ſobn as poſſible, 
in the mean time, dear brother, perſevere in an uniform 
courſe of virtue, which alone can ſecure your preſent and 
future happineſs. I have ſent you a few preſents, as alſs 
cloth as a fuit of mourning for your late worthy aunt. 
Your time will ſoon be expired, when we ſhall be glad 
to ſee our dear brother once more in London, which ts 
the earneſt prayer of + err * 
e e- g u 'Your ever affeQionate ſiſter, 

ELIZABETH BALE. 


"IX. l * 


8 3 


LETTER XXIx. | 
e 8 : ; 

E are juft returned from a eruiſe againſt the Spa- 

W niards, where we have given them ſuch a drub- 

bing, Wat I believe the Dons will ſoon be glad to make 

; Peace 


— =y 
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peace with England. We have ſunk two, and taken 
three of their ſhips, wherein is great treaſure ; but it 
vill be ſome time yet before we receive our prixe- money. 
However, I have fix months wages due, and have ſent 
you an order for it, which you will receive at the 4 
office in Broad-ſtreet. We fail again in a few days. 
Don't be uneafy for me, my dear, as I hope the war will 
ſoon be over, and 1 ſhall have the pleaſure once more th 
ſee you in London, there to ſpend the remaigder of my 
day 8. ; 
Ils am your loving Huſband till Death, 

JOHN FOREMAST, 


— 


* * B 
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LET TER . 


From à young Woman, 2 Servant in London, to her Pa- 
| rents, deſiring their Conſent to marry. 


Honoured Father and Mother, 2 
Have ſent this to inform you, that one Mr. Wood. 
1 a yonng man, a cabinet-maker, has paid his ad- 
dreſſes to me, and now offers me marriage: I told him 
I would do nothing without your conſent, and therefore. 
have ſeut this by William Jones, your neighbour, whe 
called on me, and he will inform you particularly of his 
circumſtances. | 0 

The young man has been ſet up in buſineſs about twe 
years, and is very regular and ſober. Moſt people in 
the neighbourhood efteem him, and his buſinels is all 
incfeaſing. I think I could live extremely happy wa 
him, but don't chuſe to give him my -promiſe until 1 
have firſt heard from you : whatever anſwer you ſend 
ſhall Le obeyed by 


Your affectionate Daughter. 


C's LET 
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LETTER. XXXI. 


% 


Dear Child, ent, ag 
| ww E received your letter by Mr. Jones, and the 
character he gives of the young man is ſo agree- 
able, that we have no objections to your marrying him: 
begging that you will ſerteuſly conſider the duties of that 
importagt.ſtate, before it is too late to repent. Conſider 
well with yourſelf, that according- to your conduct to 
each other, you muſt be either happy or miſerable as 
long as you live. There are many occurrences in life 
in which the beſt of mens tempers may be much ruffted, | 
on account of loſſes or diſappointments ; if your huſband- © 
thould at any time be ſo, endeavour to make him as eaſy 
as poſſible. Be careful of every. thing he commits to 
your keeping; and never affect to appear ſuperior to 
your ſtation; for ja 4 your circumſtances may be 
eaſy, yet, whilſt in trade, you will find a continual 
want of money for many different 2 It is poſſi- 
ble ſome of your more polite neighbours may deſpiſe you 
for a while, but they will be forced in the end to ac- 
knowledge, that your conduct was conſiſtent with the 
duties of a married ſtate, But, above all, remember 
your duty to God, and then you may chearfully look 
for a bleſſing on your honeſt endeavours. . May God di- 
C 
er 2 Ne | 


| Your loving Father and Mother, + 


PART 
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LETTER KL | $ 
PA any hls e merchant in 2. 

e correſpondence. 4 


. Stafford, Feb. 3. LOS 


E with Mr. rr 
during which I had proofs oF — integrity in 
all your dealings with my worthy My parents 
have given me two hundred pounds to begin we de Ns 
but you know that is not ſnflicient to carry | 
any advantage; that I may be able to to fell my my good 

cheap as ble, I would chuſe to have them 
firſt hand, 5 in eee time of ons: 3. 

is agreeable to ou, I hereby o ou m 

dence, not doubting, but — 5 wall — 8 = ok 
you did Mr. Wilſon, and you may depend on my * 
Ts 3 to payments. 

| r has no Oobjections to my ſetting up, as 

it ail > ot bet in the leaſt prejudical to his buſineſs, a 
ſhall nie on your ſending me the following order as 
We an cheap as pars. and am, 


5 1. 


. 


Your humble Servant. 


7 I. LET- 


"=p Late on Buff,. 


LETTER XXXII. 


way yg Re ably » —_— 


r / 
V OURS I received and am extremely glad to hear 


* 


that your parents have enabled you, to open a ſliop 
for yourſelf, Tour behaviour to your late maſter was 


ſuch, that it cannot fail of procuring you many cuſto- 
mers. I hape ſent bu the foods by the Stafford waggon 
in twelve parcels marked X I; and I doubt not but you 


il be.punRual in your returns, which will always en-. 
—_ to ferve you as low as offible, and wath the beft 


which I cen precure, I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs 
in bufineſs, and doubt not but you well know, that 
- honeſty and aſſiduity are the moſt likely means to inſure 


it, and am | : 
CH, Your obliged Servant. 


———— R — 
* 


From à young man whoſe Maſter had lately died. © 
s 1 R, £ | | : 
Doubt not but yon have heard of my late worthy 
1 maſter's hath. I have ſerved Rx as apprentice 
And journeyman above twelve years, and as my miſtreſs 
does not chuſe to carry on the buſineſs, I have taken tho 
ſhopand ftock in trade, and ſhall be glad to deal with 
you in theTame mauner he did. I have fent the encloſed 
order for payment of fuch bills as are due, and you may 
depend on punQuality with reſpect to the remainder, 
Gr which purpoſe let them be entered as my debt. Pleaſe 
to ſend the encloſed order, and let the be the beſt 
Your moſt humble ſervant. 


| 
| 
—_— e ee ee 


LET. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
1 a The Anfovers : 
2 $ JX, 1 1 1 1 65.3 \ Hy 94 poi 7 
7 OURS I received, and am extremely ſorry to hear 


of the death of . friend your late maſter: 


but, at the ſame time, to find that his buſineſs has 
fallen into ſuch good hands as yours. You have doable 
advantage over a ſtranger, as you are well acquainted 
both with your late mafter's trade and cuſtomers, which 


by his dealings with me, ap to be extenſive. 


I have ſent your order in ten bales marked OP by the 


Speedwell of Hull, John Thompſon, Captain, and you” 


will find them as good and cheap as any that are to be 
had in London. I heartily thank you for the offered 
correſpondence, and ſhall, on all occaſions, uſe you with 
honour. I wiſl you all manner of ſucceſs, am 


Vour obliged Servant. 


1 


* 


LETTER XX XVII. 


To a corrgſhondent requeſting the payment of « fam if monty.” 
| , f | N. 


SIX, 2 


Ifobch the' balance ofthe necbunt between 


us has been of long ſtanding in my favour, yet. 
would I not have applied to you at preſent, had not 4 
very u cted demand been made upon me for a con- 
ſiderable ſum, which without 41 


and the neceſſity of my diſcharging it. I ho 
you will excuſe me this m, which nothing but a 
to my credit and family could oblige me to take. 


If it does not -— - part will be 


wankfully recei 25 
: 3 Your moſt humble Servant. 
"13.1 | LET- 


. 


* = a ſtance, is not 1 ' 
my power to anſwer. When I have an opportunity of 
ſeeing — I ſhall then inform you of the nature find ; 


: 


— 


46  Lotterr on Buſineſs, 
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| The Anſwer. ' 
Have juſt received yours, and am ſorry to hear of 
1 your afftiQion. That the account between us was 
not ſooner ſettled, was owing to the failure of two prin- 
cipal creditors. . I have juſt received a remittance from 
Nottingham, and am greatly pleaſed that it is in my 
E anſwer the whole of your demand. The ba- 
ce between us is two hundred and ſixty pounds, for 
which I have ſent incloſed an order on Mr. Caſh : the 
banker. I hope you will ſurmount this aud every other 
difficulty, and am, Ts oem bs 


Your fincere vel wiſher ; 
and humble Servant. 


I" * 
"* ” l - 


— — 


LETTER XXXVIII. 
From a Merchant at Leghorn to a Brother in London, defer- 
ing him to /ell-/ome goods and purchaſe others. 

S1R, lt | 1 
Ccording to the agreement ſettled between us when 
I left England, I have ſent, by the Charming 

Sally, captain Johnſon, twelve bales of raw ſilk mark 
AZ, deſiring you to diſpoſe of them to the beſt advan- 
tage, they are warranted good, as I examined every 
parcel ſeparately, before they were ſent on board. You 
- wilk-receive an ineloſed order for ſeyeral different articles. 
of. Britiſk-manufaQtures,. to be ſent by the firſt ſhip ſail- 
ing forthis port. Let them be as good and cheap as 
pollibly'you can procure, as they are much wanted at 


, 
* 


preſent... i F PF. 71 
4. = —4 : er * N, 1 . | * — | 5 a 0 ö 

| IF Voor humble Servant. 

3 48 6 8 Po 127 „ - DW = & i % 
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. bart > 


73 


OURS received; And the PENIS 1 — 
A Z, were delivered at the Cuſtom - Houſe. I im- 
mediately advertiſed them for, fale at Garraways, in 
twelve different lots, but they 2 all purchaſed y an 
eminent manufacturer in Spi he aged ſor nine hundred 
and forty pounds, which I have lodged in the Bank in 
your nime., I have likewiſe ſhi — on board the Diſ- 
patch, captain Hervey, the nt articles which you 
ordered. They are in twenty bales marked B. M. -I am 
told they are the beſt that can be had in London, and 


— 


doubt not of their giving ſatisfaction. 
1 am, Sir, 8 
Your humble Servant. 
LET TRY xt. 1 
Al. urgent Deniand of Payment. HEY 
1 Dompſon 


. — my affairs compels me . im- 
portunately, nay. peremptorily to write to you. 
Can you Ein! it poſſible to carry on buſineſs in the man- 
ner you act by me? You know what promiſes you have 
made, and how, from time to time, you have broken 
them. Can I therefore depend upon any new ones you 
make? If you uſe others as you da me, hom can you 
think of carrying on buſineſs ? If you do not, what 
muſt I think of che man, who deals worſe by me, than 
he does with others ? If you think you can treſpaſs; more: 
upon me, than you can on others, that is a; very bad 
compliment to my prudence, or your own gratitude z for. 

— y $009 nds Ii be entitled to the ſame in re- 
1 to allow for diſappaintments as well 


an wan; ds be diſa inted: for - ever. 
92 * man PPO A 


* 


Trade is ſo independent a ching, that it cannot be 
carried on without mutual punctuality. Does not the 
merchant expect it from me for thoſe very goods I ſend 

ou ? and can I make a.return to him without receiving 
it from you? What end can it anſwer to give you two 
years credit, and then be at an uncertainty, for 
which I fell at a ſmall proſit, and have only fix months 
credit for myſelf ? Indeed, Sir, this will never do. I 
muſt be more punRually uſed by you, or elſe muſt deal 
as little punctually with others; and then what muſt be 
the conſequence? In ſhort, Sir, I expect a handſome 
payment by the next return, and ſecurity for. the re- 
mainder; as I am very loth to take any harſh mea- 
fares, to procure jultice to myſelf, my family, and ere - 
ditors, For I am, if it be not your own fault, 

| - Your faithful friend and ſervant. 


LETTER XII. 


. The Anſwer, 
SIR. 1 1 
Acknowledge with gratitude the lenity you have at all 
times ſhewn, and my being obliged to diſappoint 
you fo often has given me much uneaſineſs. I do aſſure 
you, Sir, that I am not ſo ungrateful as my conduct 
has given you reaſon to believe. From the ſtate of my 
accounts, you will find that the greateſt part of my- 
property is in the hands uf country dealers, who, al- 
though they ſeldom fail, yet their times of payment are 
very precarious and uncertain. However, to convince 
you of my integrity, I have Tent by this day's poſt an 
order for ſeventy pounds, and next week you ſhall re- 
ceive one much larger. The remainder ſhall be ſent in 
a very ſhort time. I am determined, for the future, to 
make the rules laid down in your excellent letter 3 
guide, in my dealing with thoſe people, whoſe dilito- . 
rineſs in making good their payments to me, obliged me 
to diſappoint you ; and to convince you further of my 
integrity, the goods which I order until the old account 
2 PE F "15 


% 


— 


| 
| 


— 
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is paid off, ſhall be for ready money. I doubt not but 


you will continue to treat me with the ſame 1 uſuage 
* 


as formerly, and believe me to be unfeign 
Four obliged humble Servant. 


4 8 1 im * — . Ro. * * — 


I. ET TER Ml. 


* 


| From @ young Perſon in Treids te @ wholeſale Dealer, \4obs - 
_ " bad ſuddenly made a demand um bim. 
81ER, SR | 


Vo demand coming very unenxpecledly, I muft 


confeſs I am not prepared to anſwer it. I know 


_. the ſtated credit in this article, uſed to be only four 


months; as it has been always a cuſtom to allow at leaſt 
two months more, I did not think you would have ſent 
for it*till that time, and conſequently truſted to a prac- 
tice ſo long eſtabliſhed in e. Sir, I beg you will 
not ſuppoſe it is any deficiency which hinders me from 
complying with your requeſt, nor ſhall I ak any more 
than is uſual. If you will be pleaſed to let your fervant 
call this day three weeks for the one half of the ſum, it 
ſhall. be ready, and the remainder in a fortnight after. 
In the mean time I beg that you will not let any word ſlip 
concerning this, as very little will hurt a young begin- 
ner. Sir, you may take my word with the greateſt 
_ that I will pay you as I have promiſed ; and if 
you have any reaſon to demand the money ſooner, be 


pleaſed to let me know, that if I have it not I may bor- 


row it ; forif I have loſt credit with you, I hope 1 have 


not done ſo with all the world. * 
] am, 7 1 n "LF bs 

8 1 R, | pr y 1 1 = 

: o 51 2 ” » WF. Ul 
 ..- Yourhumble Servant. 
g 12 „ni e 
1 — 
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LETTER XIII. 

2 | | The. Auſcwer. | a 
3 3 - 
"HERE is no perſon in che world, who would 
more willingly ſhew ny fort of indulgence to 
a young beginner than myſelf, and I am extremely 
ſorry to preſs you on the preſent occaſion. ; but I have 
reaſons ; and although it is not always either fair, or 
prudent to mention them, yet you will give me leave 
to aſk the following queſtion ; Whether you have any 
dealings with an 2 near Moorfields, and what is 
his name ? If you give me ſatisfaction on this head, 
T ſhall not urge the demand I have made upon you 
ſooner than the time you mention, but as it may be 
done at once, I expect your anſwer by the bearer, 
Whom you well know, for he was; as he informs me, 
"uy lately your ſervant. g 3 
aſſure you Sir, it is in conſideration of the great 
opinion I have of your integrity, that I refer the pay- 
ment of my demand to a fimple anſwer to this queſtion; 
but T fear that cannot be done. | N 
21 I am your friend and well-wiſher. 
*. reren 3 4 n 


* ; e844 | t $4460. 
x: 4 L E T T E R 4 XLIV. 1401, 304-4 
Solliciting yhe loan of money from a friend. _ ” 
21 1 124 Dowd Crpg* i! ry [SI 
I Believe that ever fince you 'firſt knew me you will 
be ready to acknowledge, that no perſon was ever 
more baſhiul in aſking favours than myſelf, Indeed I 
have always conſidered it as moſt — to an honeſt 
mind, to confer, than receive a favour ; but an unex- 
pected affliction in my family, obliges me to ſollicit 
your aſſiſtance, by the loan of about forty pounds for 
fix months ; but on this condition, that you can ſpare 
it without hurting yourſelf, as I would by no means 
chuſe that my fmend ſhould ſeffer in his preſent cir- 
cumſtances 


— — 


Lauri on Buſineſs. * 
cumſtances in order to oblige me. Indeed Sir, I was 
= days engaged amongſt my acquamtances to raiſe 

money, before I prevail with myſelf to aſk 
it from you and that I have 2 2 is from a 
principle far more noble than any lucrative' motive : 
nor indeed would I have aſked it at all; were I not mo- 
rally certain of paying it at the time promiſed. . I hope 
this will not give any offence, and as I ſaid before, if 
it is any way inconvenient, let me beg that you will 
refuſe it, bn! | "$3 2850 15 p 
I am, dear Sir, 245P 


— — — 


— 


—_— 


LETTER MV. 
Tube Afar. 
Dear Sir, | > FO BYa | 


Could not heſitate one moment in anſwering your 

letter, and had I known that my worthy ſriend had 
in want of the ſum mentioned, I ne 
have put his unaffected modeſty. to the- bluſh, by fi 
fering him to aſk it: no Sir, the offer ſhould have come 
from - myſelf. However the ſum is ſent by the bearer, 
but let me beg, that if | you confider me really -asyour - 
friend, that you will ſuit the payment to your own cir- 
cumſtances, without being confined to a particular 
time ; and not only ſo, but that you will likewiſe com- 
mand my aſſiſtance in every thing elſe wherein I. an | 
ſerve you. But leaſt you ſhould think me ſtriciiy 
formal I have hereby given you leave to draw on me 
to the amount of two. hundred pounds, or for ahy 
leſs ſum, to be paid as is moſt ſuitable to your 


| _ 1 am, Sir, your ſincere friend. 


<0 82 * 


+ £ = 


— a 8 Its = = 2 4 
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3 LETTER XL VI. 
Fram a renant 7 70 4 inner" axcyſing 4 ef payments | 
SIX. 
Have Ben! your tenant above: ten years in the houſe 
1 where I now live, and you know that I have never 
failed to pay my rent quarterly when due. At preſent 
Jam extremely ſorry to inform you, that from a va- 
riety of loſſes and diſappointments E am under the ne- 
ceſſity of eben g that you will indulge me one quarter 
longer. By that time I hope to have it in my power 
to anſwer your juſt demand, and the favour ſhall be ever 
gratefully acknowledged by your 
| Obedient humble ſervant. 


LETTER kom, 3 
* The Aar. fs n ee 24 

(4 11-4 49114 
152 1 I have hal 


og trial of your honeſty, and therefore you —4 | 
ue 


Gly ſatisfied concerning your preſent req 
No emand — made by me, upon you 2 — 
—_ it ſuits you to pay it; for Lam well conyineed 
ee eee {WAY ee 
n ee pe, Lam 2 — 
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LETTER XI Vill. 


res a. country On; on: the 1 aue. 
ee, Sir, 


1 Am extremely ſorry that chovugh a variety nr; un 


foreſeen accidents I am obliged to write to you 
on ſuch a ſubje& as this. The ſeaſon laſt: year was 
bad, but I was enabled to pay you. This has turned 


out much worſe, and it being. ſo long before we 


; Huld get the corn home, it is not yet fit to be ſold. 
I only 


0 


Letters on Buſineſs. , >. 

1 only beg your patience about to months longer, 

when 1 hope to pay you faithfully with gratituds. 
Aud humble ſervant. 


— 


— — — 
* 4 


£3 IT 19880 rr 4 
due Aer. 


* 


1 Hope that from the whole of my conduct, ever 
ſince you firſt became my tenant, that you can- 
not have reaſon to alledge any thing againſt me. 
I never treated you with rigour, as I always conſi- 
dered you as an — man. Make your- 
ſelf perfeQly eaſy concerning the pa t of your 
rent, till I come to the country in ſummer, and if 
things are as you have repreſented them (and I doubt 
not but they are) you may be aſſured of every rea- 
ſonable indulgence, 


OY I am yours. 


Fer, | 
From an infolvent- debtor,-40 bit principal creditor, re- 
mn tbe acceptance of „ compoſition.  - 
x7.HEN. I firft entered 2 buſineſs I little 
| thought, that ever I ſhould be under the ne- 
cefſity of writing to you on ſuch a ſubjeft as this 5 
but experience convinces me, that it is much better 
to acknowledge the ſtate of my affairs to my credi-. 
tors, than put them to the of taking ont a. 
commiſſion of bankruptcy. To you therefore, Sir, 


as the perſon to whom I am principally. indebted, 
do I Alke myſelf on this melancholy occaſion, and 


muſt freely acknowledge that my affairs are very 
much perplexed. I have been theſe ten your, po 1 


* 


very cruel indeed if I refuſed to cqmply with 


endeavouring to acquire ; ſomething for myſelf *' but 
in vain. The Wl of different 3 which I. 
have been obliged to ſell on credit, and the loſſes 
ſuſtained thereby always kept me in low circumſtances ; 
and often when I paid you money I had none left 
for the ſupport of my family. If you will be pleaſed 
to employ any prudent perſon to examine my books, 
I doubt not but you will he convinced, chat the whole 
of my conduct has been conſiſtent with the ftr:Reſt rules 
of honeſty ; and if it ſhall appear fo to you, 1 muſt beg 
you will be pleaſed to call a meeting of the creditors. 
and lay it before them. I have not ſpent. any more 
than was abſolutely neceſſary, for the ſupport of my 
family, and every thing remainjng ſhall be delivered 
up. When all this is done, I hope you will accept of 
it, as it is not in my power, to do any more, and con- 
ſider me as one whoſe misfortunes calh for pity inſtead of 
' Lam, Sir, 4. 
© Your moſt humble ſervant. 


: * 


— 11133 
; The Anſfeer. . 
A 


ES TL ox 
IT. with the concern chat I have peruſed 
your affecting letter ; and ſhould conſider myſelf as 
re. 
queſt ſo reaſonable as that made by you. 1 +: 5 ng 
ployed a worthy perſon, a friend of mine, to examine 
your books, the reſult of which ſhall be immediately 
id before the other creditors; and if it is ay you r- 
_ preſent, you need not be afraid of any harſh uſage. 1 
always conſidered you as one of the greateſt sehr. 
and am determined to lay down a plan for your future 
ſupport. In the mean time I have ſent a trifle to de- 
2 expences, till the other affairs are ſettled, 
eee 


85 Vour fincere well-wi ther. 
n LETTER 


I. 


3 
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LETTER LI, 


Prom 4 trad;ſman to a wholeſale dealer te Iv. ts 
Hos. meat of a ſum of monty, . 


note to you will be payable in ten da gh 
Lam ſorry to inform you, that although I have 
confiderable ſums in hands, t none of them are 
due theſe three weeks, which is all the time I require. 

IK is a favour I never yet'aſked of any one till this mo- 
ment, and T hope for the future not to have any occa- 
ſion to repeat it. I am really diſtreſſed for your an- 
ſwer ; but as a proof of my ſincerity, (have ſent incloſed. 
thres notes ſubſcribed by perſons well known to your- 
ſelf, and although they exceed my debt, yet I have no 
objection to your keeping them as ſecurity till due. Let 
me beg to hear from you as foon a> this Tomes to Band, 

which will greatly 1 


| | we bundle feryant.” 
IL E TT EI IL þ 
The Auer. 


arrived dhe day aſter it was written, for I was to have 
paid your note away yeſterday, and I could not have had 
an opportunity of recalling it in time to have ſerved 
you. Indeed it was im t nat to communicate the 
news to me ſooner, as your eredit might have been 
greatly affected by ſuch an unneceſſary delay. Ho- 
ever I impute it to your unwillingneſs tq reveal the ſtate 
of your affairs, and. ſhall keep the note my hands till 
your own. becomes. due, and for that purpoſe have re- 
turned the others, not 2 ut you 2 ſend me the 
money at the ume promiſed, which will greatly oblige. 
| Your ſincere well wiſher. 


122 = 8333 fortunate for you that your letter 


& 
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d | Sf along with one of the executors, that you may 


— 
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LET ER IV. 


Fron. a zeug man who has, an opportunity . to et uf in 


Bang, out deflitute of money, to a gentleman of 
reputed benevolence, © 3 


Honoured Sir, LEASE | 38x: 
\ \ 7 . you lock at the ſubſcription, you will | 
remember my ſerving you with goods when I _ 
was apprentice to Mr. Hopkins, grocer, in the Strand. 
I have been a little above two years: out of my time, 
which has been ſpent in Mr. Hopkins's ſervice, and 
the greateſt part of my wages have been given to ſup- 
ort an aged mother confined to a fick bed. Mr. 70 : 
ins 4 — about ten days ago, and having no family., 
his executors, who are almoſt ſtrangers to me, are go- - 
ing to let the ſhop. My worthy, maſter has left me one 
Hundred. pounds in his will, but that is no way ſuffi. 
cient to purchaſe the ſtock in trade; nor will they give 
any longer credit thay twelve months. Being well ac- 
quainted with the trade, as alſo the cuſtomers, an 
having” fugh-a-fair of ſettling in buſineſs, I 
have preſumed to lay it before you. I have oſten hea 
of your willingneſs to ſerve thoſe under difficulties, 


_ eſpecially young people beginning the world. If you 


approve of this, and will advance ſo much on my bond 
payable in a limited time, it ſhall be as ſafe as if ig 
the hands of your banker. I ſhall be as frugal and in- 
duſtrious as poſſible, and the whole of my time employed 
in the cloſeſt attendance to the duties of my ſation, 
and ſhall acknowledge your kindneſs with gratitude as 
long as I live in the world. I hope this will not give 
any offence, and if you give me leave I will wait on 


r their propoſals, My character as to honeſty and 
fidelity will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry,” as is teſtified in 
my late maſter's will, and alſo by all with whom I have” 


| any dealin 1 : , * ; 


am, $3237 2 2 + 
- Honoured and worthy Sir, 


_— Your obedient humble ſervant. 
5 BL 2 4 | | LETTER 
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LE T/T:ER- LV, 


I Have juſt received your's, and although I am much 
indiſpoſed with the gout, yet I could not heſitate 
one moment in ſending bl maar N 4s 2 K = 
appearance of honeſty, | ; 
ſimplicity runs through the whole of your letter, that 
I am :ftrongly inelined to comply; with your regueſt, 
and happy ſhall I think myſelf. if your; Roneſſ endea-. 
vours are attended auth the deſired ſucceſs, Nou need 
not give yourſelf the trouble of on.,me, leſt it 
ſhould interfere wich ypur buſineſs. I wall either call 
on you to- morrow, or ſend a friand. to enquire into the 
particulars. In the mean time, it, gives me the greateſt 
pleaſure to hear that you have not been wanting. in 
p lial duty to an aged parent, and while you continue 
to act conſiſtently with the principles, and 

your conduct by the practise of virtue, you will have 
great reaſon 3 divine bleſſiag on whatever 
you undertake. Trade is of a very precarious nature, 
and if not attended to with aſſiduity, and . 
e involves thoſe „in the greateſt diſh-. 
culty,, if not tuin. Let me beg therefore that when 
you become a maſter, yqu will avoid mixing in company 
with thoſe who ſpend their time and ſubſtance in the 
faſhionable follies of the preſent aye: Such practices 
are inconſi ſtent witkehe buſineſs of a tradeſman ; and 


Lam afraid it is greatly owing to ſuch that we ſee the 
Gazette ſo often with the names of bankrupts, 
who, if they had attended with xſſiduity to the duties 


of that ſtation in which. Providence had placed them, 

might have been a comfort to their families, and an 
honour to their diſſerent profefiions. . But althon b 
have no fears concerning — yet. he bet | 
men cannot be too oſten reminded of their duty... 


eee 
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LETTER Iv. © 
From the ſervant" ef a wwholeſale' dealer to his maſter in 
London, giving an account of his cuſtomers in the 
BO eee 6 : 


i Manche 1 Feb. 6, 1771. 
„ anche | 771. 


1 Have yiſited the ſeveral towns between this and 


London, where any of your cuſtomers reſide ; and 
although they complain much of the decay of trade, 
yer e and orders have been as well 28 
could reaſonably be expected; and indeed I think trade 
is beginning to revive, T have the pleaſure to inform 
ou that in the places where I have been, there is 
wot any 9 — of failing; and the people have 
been ſo well pleaſed with your goods and fair dealing, 
that I have obtained many new orders. I have likewiſe 
received a dividend of twelve ſhillings in the pound of 
the effects of Mr. Cambrick, the linen draper, at Der- 
by, who failed {aft year, and there is ſtill ſomething re- 
maining, fo that upon the whole your loſs will not be 
ſo great as was at firſt expected. I have finiſhed your 
buſineſs in this town, and ſet off to-morrow for Liver- 
pool, where I ſhall expect to hear from you if you have 
any thing particular to tranſa& before I return, and, 


am, Sir, with duty and reſpect, 


Your obedient and faithful Seryant, 
4 reno TrRUBMAN 


m 


* 
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LET TEN LIV. 
| The Maſter's Anſaver. 

Mr. Trueman, ow bat 21 
Received yours dated the ſecond inſtant at Mancheſ- 
I ter, and am extremely — to hear of your ſucceſs. 
Indeed it has, as you obſerved, been greater than I 
e peed. I am much pleaſed with your honeſt _ 
in tranſacting my buſineſs with ſo much care and induſ- 
try ; and as you are now at Liverpool, I ſhall take this 

opportunity 


Littersn Buftheſh 30 


of intruſting you with an affair of impor- 
There is daily-e at that the 2 
. — captain Ro 78 laden with ſu 
go Hom Jab th ; and as T am informed the pro- 
prietors are deſirous of diſpoſing of the whale cargo by 
. contract, when you. have examined the goods, I 
eave it to your own diſcretion to | good bargain the whole, 
as I think it muſt be — 
you have not money ſufficient, an 
for the remainder, payable at 
to nn. N. ee 


1 5 * 7 it; Fours +44 + # 
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LETTER LvIE. e a 
From a Merchant's Clerk in Leude his "Mate: 10 won 
, | : PE 2d o rn 
1 8 IR, | 7” . VO 013 
UR nor hearing from you theſe. deeper has 
made us uneaſy, but ſtill we hope 
well. The buſin 2 — 
. e Jes ef itz du yeſtenay an order came 
m New York for goods to the amount of five thou- 
ſand pounds and upwards. Lou know the American 
credit, and therefore I would- not do any thing until I 
heard from yourſelf, If you pleaſe to write by 2—— 
poſt I ſhall. abide by your. directions, and every thin 
ſhall be conducted by your order. We would not wi 
you to return before 13 health is fully re- eſtabliſned, 


— I wt you every day, All the family 


1 veins fie ul ſervant, 


: < 14 2 18 + 


ut. Teonrson. 
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| N 251 1-1 The Merchant's Auſauer. mon 95 
= Mr., Thome, 90 : * > a" 3 a 
O'URS TI received: this day, and am pleaſed to 

| hear that my buſineſs goes on ſo well. I always 
confided in your fidelity, and am glad to find that 1 
have nat been decerved. I am better in my health 
than when J jeſt London, although. it is not yet per- 

fectly re- eſtabfſed, but I hope it will be ſo in af 
time. Concerning the American order I am extremely 
glad to hear of it, not only on my own account, but 
3 L — 5 
but I would rather truſt. our brethren in that part of 

would two years, than thoſe who are our natural enemics 
one month. You may give orders for the different 
ou wanting to be got gcady as ſoon as poſſible, and 
fore they are compleated I hope to be in town. I am 
much pleaſed to hear that all my ſervants are concerned 
for my welfare, as it will, at all times, give me the 
greateſt happineſs to make their different ſituations as 

comfortable as is conſiſtent with a ſtate of ſervitude. 
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E 
xi 


Recommending a Man Servant, | 


SIX 

YE bearer has ſerved me with integrity and fide- 
lity theſe three years, but having a to ſettle 
in London, he left my houſe about a week ago, and by 
a letter received from him this day, I find you are will- 
ing to employ him on my recommendation; and it is 
with the greateſt pleaſure that I comply with his requeſt. 
His behaviour while with me was ſtrictly honeſt, os 

an 


Ie your ohliging 


Letters in Bf⁰ꝛlh „ 


and Gligent, and I doubt not but it wilt be the: ſame 
with you. I have ſent this iaclaſed an one to himſelf, 


and if you GEE I hope. age; Aon pag 
Iam, Sir, 


Your kuwmbte Servant. 
— — 


— 


1 
_ M.A i. dit. ttt. A _ 1 


- 
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LETTBR "EXE, 


The Allr. . e 


letter in reochmendation of 
the young man, and in conſequence of that have 
taken him into my family. Edoubt not from what you 
ſay of his givin ſatisfaction, and you may b&aſfurtd of 
his being —— and-rewarded accords 
e eee 


1 bY,” 


, . 


FER": 
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"001,11 11 Pe ee 
From a Ca to Bis Friend, "ing 
a e, him ſome goo nt done 


= 


n Litchfield, Ng n. 2 


HAT fiendtig chick we conmatted incur 
youth, is not yet I hope abated, although 
vidence has placed' us many miles diftant from each 


other. I have heard 


pgs 

it is with pleaſure I can ou that I am comfortably 
ec how | FOI know tflat i our turns are flow 
and profits |, and therefore,  howeyer willing, I am- 
not 15 eircumſtances ſufficient to defra ye 25 of 
a journey to Londen, in order to pure sat the 
beſt hand ; which has been — with be- 
ſides e conſiderable expenee. — v6 thetef6re' on your 


tormer frienciſhip, .7 follicir your aſbſt- 

ance, et ies ge er popds I may 

"I wy D3 happen 
- 2 * , 


6 
8 Le) 
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happen to want from London, for which an order ſhall . 
be remitted on delivery. At preſent I have only ſeutſor 
a few articles, as you. will ſee by the incloſed. I doubt 
not of your getting them as good and cheap as 8 ; 


and if there is any thing I can do to ſerve you in this 

part of the country, you may depend on its *. exe- 
cuted with. the utmaſt fidelity and diſ 

Jam, Sir, 
Vour ſincere friend, | 
opts LETTER If. 4 
14 26a v + The Anfever. | 
8 1 R. 


"OURS I received, and am extremely glad 10 | 
hear of your being ſo comfortably ſettled, : There 
is a pleaſure in looking back to thoſe youthful days we 
ſpent together in harmleſs amufements, and it gives me 
great pleaſure to'think that I have it in my power to be 
any way of ſervice to my friend. The goods 

dered are ſent in the Litchfield waggon directed to you. 


They are as good-and-cheap as any to be had in London, 


aud I hope you, will bea . yz 
reſpe&-to* Ap kind proffer of ſervice,” I e 
you, and ſhall as occaſion requires ee with ſome- 
thing af that nature. In the mean time, be furs to 


command me in every thing wherein I can ſerve You, 


af it wil give the nary pl eaſure to, 
Tour fincere Friend, "= 


—_— 


: 


F 
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N LE T TER 1 : 


From a Country ar mee to a Dealer in London, com- 
4 Plain ing of 1 Badu of his goods | 


68 1 R 
HEN I I rſt began to correſpond with 8 it 
W was my ſixed reſolution to act with integrity and 
honour, 1 the ſame in return. I muſt, 1 | 


TLCua en Buſmeſe, 63 
confeſs that the goods you ſent me for ſome time were aa 
pood as any I could purchaſe from another, and fo far I 

ad not any reaſon to complain. But now the caſe is 

uite different. The two laſt parcels you ſent me are 
fo bad, that I dare not offer them to my cuſtomers. 
From what, Sir, does this proceed ? have I ever been 
deficient in my payments? no, you dare not accuſe me 
with any thing of that nature. However, I am obliged 
to tell you, that unleſs yon ſend me others in their room, 
I muſt either withdraw my correſpondence or ſhut up my 
ſhop. You may chuſe which you pleaſe, and let me beg 
to have your — return of poſt, as I am in im- 
mediate want of goods, and in danger of loſing 
my cuſtomers by a delay. In ſo doing you will oblige + 

| | Pour well wier. 


— W — CYEY moe 6 _— _— —_— „ 
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— — LETTER * 2 
SIX. . 
1 Received your's, and am extremely ſorry to hear 
that the goods ſent you were ſo bad. I know I had 
ſome ſuch in my warehouſe, . but was determined to ſell 
them at a low rate, without ever thinking of their 
MN to any of my cuſtomers, particularly ſo valu- 
able a correſpondent as yourſelf. By ſome miſtake in 
ſervants, have inadvertently ſent them, for which I am 
extremely ſorry ; but in order to make you amends I 
have ſent by this day's waggon thoſe which 1 had ori- 
ginally intended for you, at my own expence. I ho 
you will excuſe this, and be aſſured you ſhall never 
ſerved in ſuck} a manner for the future. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obliged humble ſervant. 
„ 


94 LETTER 
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.. LETTER LXVI. 
From a tradg/man in diftrefſed circumſtances . defiring & 
T is now above ten years fince I firſt had dealings 
with you, and during that time ou well know that 
T always pad yen regularly, ; but at preſent am ſorry 
that-my-affairs-are- ſo-perplexed, that it is not in my 
power to comply with-the- juſt demands of my creditors, 
nor even to pay them any thing until my affairs are ſet- 
tled: For reaſon; Sir, I have ſent to you bac 
a letter of licence for only twelve months, in whi 
time I hope to be able to ſettle my affairs to their ſatis- 
faction; but if they will not comply with this I am 
utterly ruined. Your anſwer is impatiently expected by 
._--—— ————-vqy ohattuartaiet N 
— — — — 


I 

Wobks I received; and am extremefy ſorry to 

bear that your circumſtances are ſo / In 

order to comply with your requeſt, I have elle a 

meeting of the creditors, and 1 n 
will agree to a propoſal fo fair and reaſdnable, of 

I ſhall give you tiotice- gry e wah | 

I am, Sir, B52; teh 

| Poor real friend. 


. ; 
ood * : 


La: 4 i a4 1 PART 


| * . 


| La 7.7 89 $ 1 k 
R A N F. My vis 34 
- » ” - } © 0 ! 0 


0 8 9 10 £14802 MN [ 
On Love, Couarsnir, and MARRIAGE. ©, 
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LETTER LXVIL - - 
Fre pwn (nee e ee in 


| Madam, | MA34S ak 3 1 TOP : 
I HAVE three times attempted, to give you a verbal 
relation of the contents of this letter; but my heart 
as often failed. I-knowinot in What light it may be 
conſidered, only if I can form any notion of my own: 
heart, from the impreſſion made on it by your many 
amiable accompliſhments : my happineſs in this world 
will, in a great meaſure, depend on your anſwer. I am 
not precipitate, Madam, nor would 1 defire your hand. 
if your heart did not accompany it. My circumſtances- 
are independent, and my character hitherto-unblemiſhed, 
of which you ſhall have the moſt undoubted proof.. You | 
have already ſeen ſome of my relations at your aunt's in 
Bond-ſtreet, particularly my mother with whom- I now -- 
live, Your aunt- will inform you concerning our fami- 
Ys and if it is to your ſatis faction, I ſhall not only con- 
ider myſelf as extremely happy, but ſhall alſo make it 
the prineipal ſtudy of my ſuture liſe to ſpend mydays in 
the company of her whom I do prefer to all others in 
the world. I ſhall wait for your anſwer with the atmoſt 


Sts: HH ATE £49 #4] ng 70> 49.1. & 6425, GLO, 
| yy Tꝛ0our real admirer. 
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* Letters an Love, 

LETTER LXIX. 
> -- <: £5 ls '; A, : 

SX, . 


1 Received your Letter laſt night, and as it was on a 
ſubje& I had not yet any thoughts of, you will not 
wonder when [I tell you I was a good deal ſurprized. 
Although I have ſeen you at different times, yet I had 
not the moſt diſtant thoughts of your making propoſals. 
of ſach a nature. Thoſe of your ſex have 0 a ferted 
that we are fond of flattery, and mightily pleaſed to be 
praiſed: I ſhall therefore ſuppoſe it true, and excuſe 
you for thoſe fulſome encomiums beſtowed upon me in 
your letter; but am afraid were I to comply with your 
propoſals, you would ſoon be convinced, that the charms 
you mention, and ſeem to value ſo much, are merely 
exterior appearances, which, like the ſummer's flower, 
will very ſoon fade, and all thoſe mighty proſeſſions of 
love, will end at laſt either in indifference,” or which 
is worſe, * difpuft. | You deſire me to enquire of my aunt 
concerning your character and family. You muſt excuſe 
me When I tel} you that I am obliged to decline making 
any ſuch enquiry. However, as your behaviour when 
in my company was always agreeable, I ſhall treat -you 
with as much reſpect as is conſiſtent with common deco- 
rum. My worthy gnardian Mr. Melvill, is now at his 
ſeat in Devonaſhire, and his conduct to me has been fo 
much like that of a parent, that I don't chuſe to take 
one ſtep in an affair of ſuch importance without both 
his conſent and approbation. There is an appearance 
of ſincerity runs through your letter; but there is one 
particular to-which I have a very ſtrong objection, which 
is this. Vou ſay that you live along with your mother, 
yet you don't ſay that you have either communicated 
your ſentiments to her or your other relations. I muſt 
freely and honeſtly tell you, that as I would not diſoblige 
my own relations, ſo neither would I, on any eonſidera- 
tion, admit of any addreſſes contrary to the inclinations 
of yours. If you can clear up this to my ſatisfaction, I 
ſhall ſend you a more explicit anſwer, and am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 
| * LETTER 


66 


 _ Courtſhip and Marriage, 6 
IE T. TER NK... 
The Gentleman's Anſwer tothe above, 
Dear Madam, ** . ws 
Return you 4 thouſand thanks for your letter, and 
it is with the greateſt pleaſure that I can, clear up 
your ſatisfaction, that matter you doubted of. Before 
wrote to you, I communicated the affair to my two 
couſins ;' but had not courage ſufficient to mention it to 
my mother; however, that is now over, and nothing 
ſhe ſays would give her greater pleaſure than to ſee ; 
married to a young lady of your amiable character; 
nay ſo far is ſhe from having any objections, that ſhe 
would have waited on you as the bearer of this, had 
not perſuaded her againſt it, as ſhe has been theſe three 
days affficted with a fevere cold, and T was afraid, tha 
if ſhe had ventured abroad ſo ſoon, it might be attend 
with dangerous 155 But to convince, you of 
my fincerity, the has ſent the ncloſed written with her 
own hand, and what ever may be. the contents, I ſo- 
lemnly affure you that T am totally ignorant, E 
that ſhe told me, it was in approbation of my ſuit. 
you will gire me leave to wait on you, I hall then be 
able to explain things more particularly, Yo ada 
a 1 Tour real lover- 
_ _ 2 | — — — 
EF 
From the young Gentleman's Mar ber to the young Lach- 
I F you find any thing in theſe lines improperly writ- 
ten, you. will candidly excuſe it, as coming from 
the hands of a parent, in behalf of an only, beloved, 
and .dutiful ſon... | | 
My dear Charles has told me that you have made ſuch 
an impreſſion on him, that he knows. not how! to be 
happy in any one elſe, and it gives me great happineſs 
2 4; to- 


= . 


634 . Tetters on Low, 


to find that he has placed his affections on ſo worthy an 
object. Indeed it has been my principal ſtudy to in- 
ſtruct him in the principles of our holy religion; well 
knowing that thole who do net fear God, will never 
pay any regard to domeſtic duties. His dear father died 
when his ſon was only ten months old, and being de- 
a of the parent, all my conſolation was Ky had 
his image left in the ſon, I nurſed him with all the 
tenderneſs. N and even taught him to read and 
write: en he was of proper age I ſent him to the 
boarding, ſchool, and afterwards to the univerſity. 

| Whilſt he was proſecuting his ſtudies, I was conſtantly 

| employed in recommending him to the care of that God 

| whoſe eyes behold all his creatures, and will reward and 
uniſh according to their merit. Ever ſince his return 
rom Oxford, he has reſided conſtantly with me, and 
his conduct to every one with whom he has had any con- 
nections, has been equal to my utmoſt wiſhes, At pre- 
nt, my dear Miſs, I am in a very ſickly condition, 
and although I have concealed it from him, yet, in all 
human a my time in this world will not be 
long. Excuſe the indulgent partiality of a mother, 
when I tell you, that it is my real opinion you can fever 
place your affection on a more worthy young man than 
my ſon. He is endowed with more real worth. than 
thouſands of others whom F have known; and I have 
been told of inſtances of his benevolence, which he has 
induſtriouſly coneealed. I have only to add further, 
that the only worldly conſideration now upon my mind 
| is to ſee him happily married, and then my whole at- 
| tention ſhall be fixed on that place where I hope to en- 


Joy eternal felicity. 8 
* I am, dear Miſe, 


Your ſincere well-wiſher. 


kY — 


2» — * 


LETTER LTA. 
The young Lady's Anſaver. 
Madam, n : 
Will excuſe the fondneſs of a tender mother for her 
only child. Beſore I received yours, I had heard an 


— renn 
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account of your unaffected piety, and the many accom- 
pliſhments of your for, thut I was no ways ſurprized 
at what you ſay concerning him. I do aſſure you, Ma- 
dam, that I would prefer an alliance with you, before - 
7 I think it muſt be my own fault 
if ever I repent calling you mother. I was going to ſ. 
that you had known by few pleaſures in this life ; po 
be deprived of your huſband fo- ſoon, and the reſt of 
our life ſpent under ſo many infirmities. But your 
tter convinceth me that you have felt more real plea- 
ſurein the practice of virtue and reſignation to the dis 
vine will, than ever can be had in any, nay even the 
22 temporal enjoyments. I have ſent incloſed a 
lines to your ſon, to which I refer you for a more 
explicit anſwer, and am, | 
Madam, Y” 
N Your ſincere well-wiſher. | 


- 
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LETTER LXXIII. 5 

The young Lady's 4nfwer to her Lover. 
SIX, "i; | | 
1 Received yours together with one incloſed from 
your mother, and congratulate you on the happi- 
neſs you have had in being bronght up by fo pious, ſo 
inFulyent a parent. I hope that her conduct will be 4 
pattern for you to copy after, in the whole of ſa- 
ture life; it is that, and that only, Sir, which can 
make you happy. With reſpe& to myſelf, I freely ac- 
knowledge that I have not at preſent any reaſon. to reject 
your offer, although I cannot give you a poſitive an- 
fwer until I have firft conſulted with m 5 ar: Mon- 
day next I ſet out for his ſeatin Devonſhire, from whence. 
you may be aſſured of hearing from me as ſoon as poſ- 


fible, and I am, | 


LE T- 


70 Letters on Loew, 
LETTER LXXIV: 


From the Same. : 
6 | | | 


I N my laſt I told you that you ſhould hear from me as 


ſoon as poſlible, and therefore I now ſit down to fulfil 
my promiſe. I communicated your propoſal to Mr. Mel- 
vill, and after he had written to his correſpondent in 
London, told me as follows : | 

Miſs, I have enquired concerning the young gentle- 
man, and the information I have received is ſuch, that 
I not only approve of your choice, but muſt alſo con- 
feſs, that if | aid not do every thing in my power to 
forward your union, I ſhould be acting contrary to the 
requeſt of your father when he lay on his death-bed, 
You may, ſaid he, communicate this to your lover as 
ſoon as you plcaſe, and may every happineſs attend you 
both in time and eternity. 

And now, Sir, have not I told you — fome 
might think too much; but I am determined to begin 
with as much ſincerity as I could wiſh to practice if 
Randing in the preſence of my maker. To expect the 
ſame from you is reaſonable; I look for it, and ſhall be 
very unhappy if. r +54 But Iwill hope the beſt, 
and doubt not. but the religious education beſtowed on 
you by your worthy mother,. will operate on the whole 
of your future conduct in life. Von may, therefore, 
lay aſide the tedious formality of courtſhip, and write 
to me as one with whom you intend to ſpend your time 
in this world. | 

Ever fince my arrival here, my time has been ſpent” 
in viſiting, Solus, the woods, the fields, and cottages, 
meditating on the unbounded goodneſs of the Almighty 
Creator. How infinite is his wiſdom! how unbounded 
bis liberality ! Every thing in nature conſpires to exalt 
his praiſe, and acknowledge with gratitude their de- 

zendence on him. But Lwill not tire you with ſuch. 
aul deſcriptions of real beauties. Preſent my ſincere 
reſpects to your worthy mother, I hope ſhe gets the bet- 
ter f her diforder, and be aſſured that J am, 
| Yours and hers with the greateſt n 4 
el NY E r. 
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LETTER LXXV. 


The young Gentleman's Anſawer. 

My dear Angel, * a 
* there any medium between pleaſure and pain ? 
1 Can mourning and mirth be reconciled? Will my 
dear charmer believe, that whilſt I was reading her let- 
ter with the greateſt pleaſure, I was ſhedding tears for 
an affectionate parent, Thus Divine Providence fees. 
proper to mix — gall with our portion in life. It is 
impaſſible for me to deſcribe the variety of paſſions now 
ſtruggling in my breaſt. Ten thouſand bleſſings to my 
charmer on the one hand, and as many tears to a be- 
loved parent on the other, I conceived a notion of two 
im poſſibilities: one of which I am obliged to ſtruggle 
with, the other thanks to you is over. I thought 1 
could not live without my dear and honoured mother, 
nor enjoy one moment's comfort unleſs I could call you 
mine; but I am now obliged to ſubmit to the one, 
whilſt I have the pleafing proſpect of being in poſſeſſion 
of the other. Will my dear ſympathize with me, or- 
will ſhe bear with human paſſions ; and although all. 
my hope of temporal happineſs 1s centered'in you, yet 
I doubt not but you will excuſe my ſhedding a tear over 
the femains of a dear parent, which I am now going to: 
commit to the tomb. How beautrful are my charmer's 
deſcriptions of the material world! how elevated her 
ſentiments concerning the divine bentfhcence! My dear- 
creature, were it poſſible for me to defcribe- the many 
virtues of that worthy woman who is now no more, you 
woulp draw a veil over the partiality of filial duty. 
er laſt words were theſe, © My dear child, Iam now 
going to pay that debt impoſed. on the whole human 
race in conſequence of our firſt parents diſobedience.. 
+ You know what inſtructions I have given you from 
„time to time; and let me beg of you to adhere 
„ to them ſo far as they are conſiſtent with the 
„will of God revealed in his word. May you be 
*+ happy in the poſſeſſion of that amiable young lady en 
++ whom you have placed your affections; but may both 

| ** you 


— — 
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you and ſhe remember, that, real happineſs is not 
to be found in this world; and you muſt conſider 
your life in this world as merely a ftate of proba- 
tion. To the almighty God I recommend you.” — 
She was going on when the thread of liſe was broken, 
and ſhe c to be any more. Such was the laſt end 
of my dear mother ; but let me ſhift the ſcene, and 
look to her on whom I have placed all my affections 
under God, and whom 1 hope will make” a ſufficient 
recompence for all my loſſes. My mother is to be 
buried this evening, and as ſoon as I can ſettle every 
thing with her executors, I will (as it were) fly to 
meet you. God grant that our happineſs in this life 
may be conducive towards promoting our everlaſting 
felicity hereafter. And I am, as before, yours while 
life remains. 


— 


LETTER LXXVI. 


From the lady after marriage to ler couſin unmarried. 


Dear Couſin, | | | 
Have now changed my- name, and inſtead of li- 
berty muſt ſubſcribe wife. What an aukward ex- 
preſſion ſay ſome ? How pleaſing ſay others? But let 
that be as it may, I have been married to my dear 
Charles theſe three months, and I can freely acknow- 
ledge that I never knew happineſs till now. To have 
a real friend to whom I'can communicate my ſecrets, 


and who on all occafions is ready to ſympathize with 


me, is what I never before experienced. All theſe be- 
nefits, my dear coufin, I have met with in my be- 
loved huſband, His principal care ſeems to be to do 
every thing poſſible to pleaſe me ; and is there not 
ſomething called duty incumbent on me ? Perhaps you 
will 5 at the word duty, and ſay that it imports 
ſomething like ſlavery; but nothing is more falſe ; for 
even the life of a ſervant is as pleaſant as any others, 
when he obeys from motives of love inſtead of fear. 
For my own part, my dear, I cannot ſay, that I am 

| unwilling 


Courtſhip, and Marriage. 73 
unwilling to be obedient, and yet I am not commanded to 
de ſo by my huſband, You have often ſpoken con- 
temptibly of the marriage ſtate, and I believe your 
reaſons were, that moſt of thoſe whom you knew were 
E but that is an erroneous way of judging, 
It was deſigned by the Almighty that men and women 
ſnould live together in a ſtate of ſociety, that they 
ſnould become mutual helps to each other, and if they 
are bleſſed with children to- aſſiſt each other in giving 
them a-virtuqus education. Let me therefore beg that 
my dear couſin will no longey deſpiſe that ſtate for 
which ſhe was deſigned, which 1s calculated to 
make her happy. But then my dear there are two forts 
of men you muſt ſtudiouſly avoid, I mean Miſers and 
Rakes. The firſt will take every opportunity of abridg- 
ing your neceſſary expences, and the ſecond will leave 
you nothing for a ſubſiſtance. The firſt by his penu- 
riouſneſs will cauſe you to ſuffer from imaginary wants, 
the ſecond by his prodigality will make you a real beg- 
gar. But your own good ſenſe will point out the pro- 
priety of what I have mentioned. Let me beg that you 
will come and ſpend a few weeks with us; and if you 
have any taſte for rural and domeſtic life, I doubt not 
but you will be pleaſed. 5 

I am your affectionate confin. 


— — 1 — . n ä — — 
— —_— 


LETTER LXXVIL 


From a young merchant in London, to @ widow lady in 
Madam, N . | TX 
| OA ſince I ſaw you at the wells when I was on a 
journey to Briſto/, my mind has been e 
ruminating n accompliſhments. And al- 
though ĩt is poſſible this may be rejected, yet I can no 
conceal a paſſion which has preyed on my ſpirits 
theſe fix weeks. I have been ſettled in buſineſs, about 
three years, my ſucceſs has been equal to my expecta. 
ions, and is li i increaſing. My ar - 15 re- 
pectablo 


* 
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ſpectable although not rich, and as to the diſparity of 


our ages, a few years will not make any difference, 
where the affections are placed on ſo lovely an object. 
I can only ſay madam, that I prefer gon to all the 
young ladies I have yet ſeen, and if buſineſs continues 
to increaſe, I ſhall be greatly in want of one of your 
prudence, to manage my domeſtic affairs. Be aflured 
madam, that whatever time I can ſpare from the ne- 
ceſſary duties of my profeſſion, ſhall be devoted to your 
company, and every endeavour uſed to make your life 
both agreeable and happy. As you have relations in 
London, they will give you every neceſſary informa- 
tion concerning my character and circumſtances, al- 
though I have not the pleafure'of being known to them. 
If you will favour me with an anſwer to this, it will be 
ever eſteemed as a particular favour, and acknowledged 
with the ſincereſt reſpect, by your real admirer, 


King-ſtreet, London. Jahn Moreton. 


— 


LETTER LXXVIL. 
The lady's letter to her brother, an attorney in the Temple, 


concerning the above. 


Dear Brother, 

OU know that in all affairs of importance I con- 
| ſtantly acted by your advice, as Jam ſtill deter- 
mined to do; and therefore have ſent you incloſed the 
copy of a letter which I received by the poſt, from a 
young gentleman in London, whom I have ſeen at the 
Wells. His behaviour here was polite without affecta- 
tion, and an air of ſincerity appeared in all he ſaid, 
With reſpect to the ſubject he writes of I will give you 
my own thoughts, and delay ſending an anſwer until I 
have had your opinion. | . * 1 
I I am at leaſt a dozen of years older than him, and 
poſſibly love contracted where there is ſuch difference in 
the ages of the parties, may terminate in want of re- 
ſpect on one ſide and jealouſy on the other. At pre- 

ſent I am fo peſtered with rakes and coxcombs, that I 

ES $171. | E 2 1 would 
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would almoſt willingly you my hand to the firſt worthy: 
perſon who offers, Indeed I have another reaſon for 
entering into the marriage ſtate, and that is, I would 
chuſe as I advance in years to have a friend to whom I 
might at all times be able to open my mind with free- 
dom, and who would treat me with that tenderneſs 
which my ſex intitles me to. I have been a awidow fix 
years, and whatever others may ſay, I have found it. 
attended with many inconveniences, and far from that 
pleaſing life many are ready to imagine. But after all, 
J will be directed by you, as my only real friend to 

whom I can apply ; if you think proper you may en- 
quire, and when I hear. from you, will ſend him an 


anſwer, 2 
I am your affectionate fiſter. _ 


* 


— —„ 


LETTER LXXIX, 


Dear Sifter, j 
| I Am glad to hear of your prudence in not being over 
haſty in an affair of ſo great importance, and upon 
which your happineſs or miſery in this world will ine- 
vitably depend. Your reaſons againſt —_— any 
longer in a ſtate of widowhood are what T much ap- 
prove of, and it will give me great pleaſure to promote 
your intereſt and happineſs as far as I am able. I have 
enquired concernin "Mr. Moreton, and every one gives 
him an excellent I have likewiſe converſed 
with him, and find he is a very ſenſible young man. 
As to your objection concerning diſparity of age, I do 
not think it has any great weight and upon the whole 
J have but one reaſon againſt your union, and that is, 
that there is nothing more precarious than commerce, 
and the merchant who to-day has unlimited credit, 
may be to-morrow in the Gazette. I do not urge this 
in order to prevent your happineſs; but only that 
whilſt you are free, you may take ſuch meaſures as to 
ſecure a ſufficiency againſt the worſt. I would ty no 
means diſſuade you from complying - with his requeſt,” 
as he ſeems every way worthy of your choice, _ | I 
| really 
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really think it may be for your mutual intereſts. Theſe 
(dear ſiſter) are my ſentiments concerning this affair x 
but remember I leave it intirely to yourſelf, not doubt- 
ing but you will proceed with the ſame prudence you 


have begun. 
I am your affectionate brother. 


P. S. I would adviſe you to write to the young gen- 
tleman as ſoon as poſſible. 


— — 


6 — 


LETTER LXXX. 
From the lady to Mr. Moreton. 


S IR., 

1 Received your letter, and my reaſon for delaying 
the anſwer ſo long, was, that I wanted firſt to con- 
ſult my brother, whoſe anſwer I had by the poſt yeſ- 
terday. I freely acknowledge that you- are far from 
being diſagreeable, and the advantages on-your: pare 

with reſpec to accompliſhments n ſuperi 
3 thoſe RE A 1 22 il mn 
when com with what 1s utely n to 
make the marriage ſtate happy. I CT 2 union of 
minds. Neither of us have had many opportunities of 
converſing together, and at that time you had not 
mentioned any thing of this. I have no objection 
againſt g. were I aſſured of being no worſe 
than at preſent ; but there are ſuch a. variety of un- 
foreſeen accidents daily happening in the world, and 
all conſpiring. together to promote diſſenſions in fami- 
lies, that we can never be too careful how we fix our 
choice. I ſhould not, Sir, from what I have ſeen af 
your behaviour, and heard of your character, have 
any objection againſt complying with your requeſt ; 
but I confeſs I am afraid you have been rather . 

cipitate in your Choice, and although n 

have engaged your attention, yet I am 
charms you ſo much extol are not ſufficient to keep you 
loyal to the marriage vow. But I will hope the beſt, 

and believe you as virtuous as you are repreſented ;. 
25 nor 
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nor give my hand to any other but you. In the mean 
time I ſhall be glad to hear that you continue your viſits 
to my brother, you will find him one of the moſt wor- 
thy perſons you ever converſed with, and much eſteem- 
ed for his knowledge in the law. I. have now given 
you-leave to write as often as you pleaſe, as I hope all 
your letters will de agreeable ; and as for the time 
ſixed far any thing elſe I ſhall leave it intirely to be 
ſettled by yourſelf and my brother, and am, dear Sir, 


Your's ſincerely. 


„ 5 a» a4 WY A — 


LETTER LXXXL 


From a young Gentleman in expefation of an eftate from his 
penurious Uncle, to a young Lady of ſmall fortune, do- 
firing ber to clope with him to Scotland. 


My dear Maria, 

F[ Y uncle's laying his injunctions upon me not to 
| ſee you more, has only ſerved to add fewel to 
my paſſion. I cannot live without you, and if you per- 
ſiſt in refuſing to comply, I am miſerable for ever. I 
pay — to his threatenings, hen put in compe- 
tition with the love I have for you. Don't be afraid of 
poverty; if he ſhould continue inexorable, I have ſtill 
education ſufficient to procure a genteel employment in 
ſome one of the. public offices, where I may riſe to pre- 
ferment. The if ever you loved me, let me beg 
that you will not make me any longer — Let 
me intreat you by all that's dear, that you will comply 
with my requeſt, aud meet me at ſix on Sunday even- 
ing, at the back door of the garden, where a chaiſe and 
four will be ready, Iwill fly on the wings of love to 
meet my charmer, and be happy in her embraces for 

ever. * 


I am your dear lover, 
EUGENIUs. 


LET. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 
12 The Lady's prudent Anſeuer. 
S 1 R, | 

HOUGH thoroughly conſcious in this act I 
make a breach of thoſe laws ſaid to be laid down 

for lovers, eſpecially ſuch of our ſex as would rather be 
celebrated for a romantic turn of mind, than for what 
is far more preferable, a prudent decor um, yet I cannot 
but be perſuaded, there may occur ſuch a criſis, as may 
make it conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of honour and 
juſtice ; which at leaſt ought to be put in the balance, 
if not outweigh whatever cuſtom may have preſcribed. 
That ſuch a criſis now exiſts, your letter and former 
concurring teſtimonies, make manifeſt. For I have too 
high an opinion of your integrity to doubt their truth ; 
and believe me, when I aſſure you moſt ſolemnly, I 
place their validity to that account, and not to a miſtaken 
notion or conſciouſneſs of my own merit. No, Sir, tis 
; from a too ſenſible conviction of your own injurious er- 
ror of your paſſion, I have been induced to commit this 
violence to my ſex—l had almoſt ſaid to my ſentiments. 
in conjuring you to defiſt, ere it be too late, in the pur- 
ſuit of a paſhon, that cannot but bring with it a train 
of inevitable miſeries, fince it muſt be attended with 
the violatign of your duty to that relation to whom you 
are bound to pay implicit obedience, by the laws of 
nature, gratitude, and heaven. I will not offend your 
. delicacy, in urging thoſe of intereſt and dependency, 
though each conſideration — to have its prevalence, 
againſt making a ſacrifice of it to an impetuous paſſion 
for one, whoſe ſingle deſert is, that ſhe dreads your in- 

digence more than ſhe regrets that of tze 


Unfortunate 
MA RIA, 


E 4 —_ 
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LETTER LXXXUI 


From a young Officer in the army to a Gentleman's Daughe 
ter with whom he was in love. 


Mancheſter, Feb. 8, 1771. . 
DearSophia, 7 * 


HEN our regiment received orders to march 
from Saliſbury, I was almoſt in a ſtate of diſ- 
tration. To be forced to leave her who is already in 
E of my heart, and ſeparated to ſuch a diſtance, 
ad almoſt induced me to give up my commiſſion ; nor 
have I any reſource left but that of the pen. After a 
long and tedious march we arrived here, where we are 
to remain till next ſummer, But alas ! how inſigni- 
ficant are all the allurements of the place, and the gaiety 
of fellow officers, when compared with the pleaſing 
moments ſpent in your company. How long my dear 
muſt I be unhappy, will not your ſympathizing nature 
pity my diſtracted mind. How lamenting the thought, 
that whilſt I am writing this, ſome more fortunate lover 
may be making his adireſles to my charmer, and even 
obtaining a place in her heart : but what am I ſaying ? 
Whither does my delirium drive me? No, my angel, 
I know the generoſity of your nature; I dare not fu. 
pect your ſincerity, and will ſtill believe you mine. 
he principal gentlemen in Mancheſter invited the 
officers of our regiment to a ball, and all but myſelf 
conſidered the entertainment as a very great honour, 
each danced with his partner as I was told. In order to 
to avoid the company, without giving offence, I 
mounted guard for the day, and enjoyed myſelf, either 
thinking of you, or converſing with the ſoldiers. 
According to my promiſe, I have ſent the incloſed 
to your father, and I doubt not of his being ſurprized, 
unleſs you have mentioned it to him. I am impatient 
for his anſwer as well as yours. My uncle has pro- 
miſed to procure me preferment as ſoon as the parlia- 
ment meets. Adieu my charmer, let me hear from 
you immediately. | $7 


I am yours for ever. 
| LET. 


LETTER LXXXIV, 
The Officer's letter to the Lady's Father. 


Honoured Sir, | 
YR generoſity to me whilſt our regiment lay at 
1 Saliſbury, will ever lay me under the higheſt 
obligations; A at preſent I have ſomething of a more 
important nature to communicate, upon which all my 
happineſs or miſery in this world depends, and your 
ine, e will either ſecure the one, or haſten the other. 

The many amiable accompliſhments of your beloved 
Sophia, ſtole inſenſibly on my heart, and I found my- 
ſelf paſſionately in love, before I was able to make a 
declaration of my ſentiments, nor did I do it until the 
day we were ordered to march. I hope you will for- 
give my nat mentioning it to you; I was really fo 
much agitated, as ſcarce to be able to attend my duty, 
I doubt not but one of your ſenſibility knows what it 
is to be in love, Your daughter I freely acknowledge 
is adorned with ſo many virtues, that ſhe 1s entitled to 
the beſt huſband in England; and although I dare not 
hope to merit that appellation, yet I will make it my 
conſtant ſtudy to promote her happineſs. 

I have often told you that my parents died whilſt I 
was young, and left me to the care of an uncle lately 


returned from the Eaſt-Indies, where he had acquired 


a conſiderable fortune. My inclinations led me to the 
army, and my uncle procured me a commiſſion. Ever 
ſince he has treated me as his own ſon, and being a 
batchelor, has made his will in my favour. He is now 
member of parliament for T——, and has given me 
leave to chuſe a wife for myſelf, without any other qua- 
Iification beſides virtue. I have written to him con- 
corning your daughter, and his anſwer is, that he ſhall 
conſider me as extremely happy in being connected 
with ſo worthy a family as yours. T hope you will 
not have any objection againſt my being in the army. 
It was originally my own choice, and I doubt not of 
riſing in time to the command of a regiment. There 
is a fort of reverential fear upon my mind, whilſt I am 

1 Writing 


R 


A 
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writing to ſo worthy a perſon as the facher of my be- 


loved Sophia. Dear Sir, excuſe my youth, and the 
violence of my paſſion. Let me beg your anſwer, and 


O] let it contain your approbation. 


' I am, honoured Sir, | 
Yours with the greateſt reſpect, 


— 


1 


LETTER LXXXV. 
The young Lady's letier to her Lover. 


Dear Billy, 
OT more welcome is the appearance of an inn 
to a weary traveller, than your kind letter was 


to me. But how is it poſſible that you ſhould harbour 


the leaſt ſuſpicion of my infidelity ? Does my Billy 
imagine that I would ſuffer the addreſſes of any fop or 
coxcomb after I was bound in the moſt ſolemn manner, 

I mean by promiſe, and be aſſured, I pay the ſame 
to my word as my oath. If there is ever an 
obſtruction to our love, it muſt ariſe from yourſelf, My 
affections are too permanently fixed ever to be removed 
from the beloved object; and my happineſs or miſery 
will be in proportion to your conduct. The incloſed 
from my father will I hope be agreeable, I have not ſeen 
it, and therefore can only judge of its contents by the 
converſation. laſt night at ſupper. When your letter was 
4 my honoured father was extremely ill of a 
old, fo that I did not deliver it to him *till next morn- 
ing at breakfaſt, He retired to his cloſet to read it, 
and atdinner told me he would deliver me an anſwer in 
the evening. Accordingly after ſupper, and the ſer- 
vants being retired, the beſt of parents ſpake as fol- 
lows. My dear child, from, the principles of that edu- 
cation which you have received, I doubt not but you 
muſt be convinced that it is my duty to promote your 
intereſt as far as I am able, and how far my conduct as 
2 father has been conſiſtent with that rule I appeal to 
23 your own conſcience will witneſs, whether I 
ave not at all times ſtudied to promote your intereſt, 
and it is with pleaſure that - ſay, that your filial 
duty 
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duty was equal to my higheſt wiſhes. With reſpect 
to the ſubject of the letter you gave me this morning, 
J can only ſay, that I have no objection to your com- 
plying with the young gentleman's requeſt, as I think 
it may be for your mutual happineſs. Indeed I had 
ſome ſuſpicion of it before he lett this place ; but be- 
ing well convinced of his merit, I was almoſt aſſu;ed 
no ſtep of that nature would be taken without my con- 
ſent. That conſent you now have, and even my ap- 
probation. May. you both be.as happy as I wiſh, I de- 
fire no more. Here the good man ſtopped, tears hin- 
dered him from proceeding, and me from making a 


reply. A ſcene of tenderneſs enſued which you may 


feel, although I cannot -deſcribe it. His own letter 


will convince you, and you may make what uſe of it 


you pleaſe, 
I cannot conclude without mentioning your conduct 
at the Mancheſter ball. Was there none among ſo 


many beauties able to attract my Billy's notice? And 
will he at all times prefer my company to that of the 
gay and the beautiful ? I will hope ſo, and happy ſhall 
I be if not diſappointed. In hopes of hearing from 
. you ſoon, I ſhall ſubſcribe myſelf 


'Your's for ever, 


_—__. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 
The Father's anſwer to the young Gentleman. 


My dear young Friend, | 

TD VER ſince I firſt had the pleaſure of your com- 
. pany, I conſidered you as a young gentleman of 
real merit, who would not be guilty of an ungenerous 
action; and to that was owing not only the refpe I 
always treated you with, but, alſo the common 1ndul- 
nce to converſe freely with my daughter. I can free- 
— not communicating your ſentiments to 
me before you left this place. Vour ardor was ſome- 


- what precipitate, and as you well obſerve, I know what 


it is to be in love. The account of your uncle and family 


1 know to be true, for I met with that worthy rom 
| - who 


|S. er et 


_ . who is your benefactor a few days 
in this city, and he confirms the truth of all you have 
written. My dear Sir, if ever you live to be a father, 
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you will know what I feel on the preſent occaſion: A 
willingneſs to give her to you, from a firm perſuaſion 
of your merit; and anxiety for her preſervation from a 
conviction in my own mind, that there is nothing per- 
manent in this world. However, Sir, you have my 
free conſent to marry my child, and may the Divine 
Providence be your guide in the wholeof your progreſs 
through this life. My ill ſtate of health ſerves as a mo- 
nitor to inform me, that my time in this world will be 
but ſhort ; and there is nothing would give me greater 
leaſure than to ſee my dear Sophia — ſettled, 
fore I retire to the land of forgetfulneſs, where the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary are at 
reſt. How great, Sir, is the charge which I commit 
to your care; the image of a beloved wife long ſince 
dead, and the hope of my declining years. Her edu- 
cation has been conſiſtent with her rank in life, and 
her conduct truly virtuous. I have not the leaſt doubt 
of her conjugal duty, and your felicity in acting con- 
formable to the character of a huſband. Upon that 
ſuppoſition I leave her intirely to you; and as ſoon as 
you can obtain leave from the Colonel, I ſhall expect to 


ſee you at this place, to receive from my hands, all that 


is dear to me in the world. Your uncle has likewiſe 
promiſed to be here, fo that all things are according to 


your profeſſed wiſhes. 
Iam Sir, your's ſincerely, 


III rn „ — — 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


From a young man juſt aut of his. affrenticeſtiþ to bis 
ſweetheart, a ſervant in the Mis FR a 

Dear Sally, : 
I Have been log in love with you, but was afraid 
to tell you. When I go with you to Dobney's; or 
Sadler's-Wells, I am almoſt like a fool, and altogether 
vatit for company. I think of you all day, and at 
E 2 Rnmight 


ll 
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night I dream of my dear Sally. I am well ſettled in 
work, and my wages are eighteen ſhillings every week. 
You and I can live on that, and I ſhall bring it un- 
touched on Saturday evening. I will not go to any 
alehouſe, but as ſoon as my work is done, return home 
to my dearly beloved Sally. I hope my dear you will 
net be angry, for I am really in love. I cannot be 
happy unleſs you are mine. I was afraid to mention 
this to you, but if you will leave an anſwer at my 
lodgings, I will meet you next Sunday.after dinner at 
the Shepherd and Shepherdeſs, when we will take a 
walk to Hornſey-houſe and drink tea. How happy 
ſhall I be to hear from my charmer ; but a thouſand 
times more to think ſhe will be mine. | 
| I am, my Dear, | 
73 Vour real Lover. 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 


The Anſwer. 
Dear act, 

Received your very kind letter, but I don't know 
I what today in anſwer. Although I would be glad 
to marry, yet you men are ſo deceiving that there is 
no ſuch thing as truſting you. There 15 Tom Timber 
the carpenter, and Jack Hammer the ſmith, who have 
not been married above fix months, and every night 
come home drunk, and beat their wives, What a mi- 
- ſerable life is that Jack, and how do I know but you 
might be as bad'to me ? How do I know but you, like 
them, may get drunk every night, and beat me black 
and blue before morning! I do aſſure you Jack, if J 
thought that would be the caſe, I would ſcrub floors, 
and ſcour ſaucepans as long as I live. But poſſibly you 
may not be ſo bad, for there is Will Copper the bra- 
zier, and Jack Trotter the aſsman, both are very 
happy with their wives ; they are both, bome bringing 
huſbands, and have every day a joint of meat and 2 

ot of beer. I know not yet what I ſhall do, but as I 


like a walk to Hornſey I will meet you at the 1 
5 an 
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and Shepherdeſs on Sunday after dinner, and then we | 
will talk more of the matter. | 
I am, dear Jack, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, © 
Sarah P 8 


tl. Wo —_R 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


The for following are genuine, and paſſed between a 
Gentleman and Lady about three years ſince, but were 
never before publiſhed. 


From the Gentleman. | 
Madam, 


1* was a queſtion among the ſtoicks, Whether the 
whole cf human life afforded moſt pleaſure or pain? 


For my own part I have always wiſhed to conſider things 


in the faireſt light, but I often find my reſolution 
weakened, and when I think to act the philoſopher, I 
feel myſelf nothing but a man. When my late wife 
died about two years ago, I propoſed making the tour 
of England, that by mixing with ſtrangers, my 
thoughts might be led from fruitleſs reflections on the 
loſs 1 had ſuſtained ; a loſs which none but myſelf 
knew. It is true it has been ſo far ſucceſsful, that it 
has taught me two things ; firſt, reſignation to the wall . 
of heaven, and ſecondly, that I am ſtill unhappy in 
the want of a female partner. The agreeable company 
at the houſe of your worthy brother obliged me to ſpend 
more time at York than I at firſt intended, nor did I 
know until I had proceeded ſome miles, that I ſhould 
be obliged once more to return, In ſhort, Madam, I 
am a ſecond time in love ; and although you may be 
diſpoſed to laugh, yet I aſſure you that I am in real 
earneſt, your own dear ſelf is the object. But perhaps 
you will aſs, How happens all this? I anſwer, that TI 
cannot tell how it happens. But I am really fond of 
domeſtick life, and am once more reſolved to alter my 
condition, I cannot flatter, and I think both you and 
I have lived long enough to judge for ourſelves. There 


4. 
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was ſomething pleaſed me much in the prudent manner 
tg conduct the affairs of your brother's houſe ; but as 

e 1s on the point of being married, that employment 
will ceaſe when the other event takes place. I did not 
hear that you was engaged by promiſe to any other, 
and as you have heard ſomething concerning my family, 
character, and circumſtances, you are more able to 
judge whether my preſent propoſal is for your intereſt. 
In caſe you have any objections to my having children, 
I can only ſay, that they will be eafily anſwered. 1 
haye told yon before, that I have only two young 
daughters now at a boarding ſchool, and I have ſettl 
each of their marriage portions, and the remainder is 
entirely for myſelf, — without being any real preju- 
dice to my children is more than ſufficient for us both. 
As to the common objection againſt being a ſtep- 
mother, I think it may be eafily anfwered — tell 
you that m childien will treat you with all manner of 
reſpect. I do not imagine you can eſteem me the worſe 
for loving my. children; I have too an opinion 
af you to think ſo; and as for the odious appellations 
uſually thrown out againſt ftep-mothers, they can only 
be conſidered by a lady of your 'ſenfibility, as the 
effect of ' prejudice, operating upon vulgar minds, oc- 
caſioned by the conduct of ſome inhuman wretches who - 
are a diſgrace to ſociety, and who would have afted in 
the fame manner had they been placed in any, other 
ſtation in life. Your own good ſenſe will point out 
the propriety of what I ſay. From what I have written 
you will be able to judge whether or not the propoſals 
I hive now made are apparently for your advan- 
tage. All that I defire is to live in amity, and friend- 
ſhip with the woman on whom I have 3 my af- 
fections as long as I am in the world. Every thing in 
my power ſhall be exerted to make you as happy as 
poſible, as I think, if I am not miſtaken, every part 
of your conduct will entitle you to it. I hope vou will 
not deſer ſending me an anſwer, as I ſhall wart for it 
with the utmoſt impatience. ' 

1am, Madam, 
Your's ſincerely and affectionately. 
| LETTER 
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2 LETTER XC. 
SIX. þ 
'Haye juſt received your letter, and for my own part 

I mult ſay, that you have acted the Philoſopher ex- 

tremely well. I thought that love letters had not 

uſually been extracted from Seneca or Epictetus; but 
why do I wonder when even a lady now alive went 
through the drudgery of learning the Greek language, 
in order to acquire the honour of being the tranſlator of 

the latter. However, ſhe has got far enough, and I 

have not any intention of following her, , but ſhall con- . 

ſider my lover's phaloſophical letter. 

Whilſt you. remained at our houſe I'muſt acknow- 
ledge that your; company. was —— and our aſſi- 
duity to pleaſe aroſe from a con ſciouſneſs ot your merit 
as a gentleman, although at that time neither my bro- 
ther nor myſelf had. tho. moſt diſtant thoughts of ever 
hearing ſuch a prapoſal as your letter contains. It is 
our common practice to entertain ſtrangers in the ſame. 
munner we did you, which is conſiſtent with Old 
Engliſn Hoſpitality, and ſomething like the conduct 
of the antient Patriarchs. ' | 

The propoſal which you have ſent me is of too ſe- 
rious amature: to be treated lightly, it requires to be 
conſudered with the greateſt attention;  etpecially as a 
wrong ſtep of that ſort not only deſtroys all hopes of 
temporal happineſs, but what is infinitely worſe, often 
endangers that which. is eternal. I doubt not but yr 
have ſeen many fatal inſtances of this melancholy truth. 
viz, That thoſe who were bound by the moſt ſolemn 
engagements to go hand in hand, through affluence and 
poverty, have often prevented the one, and haſtened 
thoſe afflictions, inſeparably connected with the other. 
The conſideration of thoſe things preſents us with a 
glaring proof of the corruption of human nature in ge- 
neral, and particularly its: moſt deſirable ſtate, pre- 
tended Conjugal Felicity. The cauſes from which un- 
happineſs ariſes in families are various; and although 


I never was a wife, yet have ſeen many fatal inſtances 
of their pernicious effects. You yourſ:lf ſeem to be 

'F this in the objections ſtated in your letter; 
8 E 4 and 


aware 
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and although I have convincing proofs that your cir- 
cumſtarices are conſiſtent with your repreſentation of 
them, yet the ſecond objection is not ſo eaſily anſwered, 
nor indeed have you done it to my ſatisfaction. Your 
anſwers to the common objections made againſt ſtep- 
mothers are altogether rational: they are what reaſon. 
w1!! at all times diftate, and prudence. on every occa- 
ſion require; but you will excuſe me if I tell you ſin- 
cerely, that even in the opinion of the thinking part of 
the world, the life of a ftep-mother is far more diſagree- 
able than you endeavour to perſuade me, All eyes are 
upon them, and even their virtues are often conſtrued 
into faults, I acknowledge that it could never enter 
into the mind of a rational creature (I mean one who 

is really ſo) that a woman ſhould tyrannize over. two 
or three orphans, for no other reaſon ſave only that their 
mother was their father's former wife.” This would prove 
her guilty of three of the moſt odious crimes, capable 
of being committed in the conjugal ſtate. Firſt inhuma- 
nity to the deceaſed mother; Secondly cruelty to the 
ſurviving children; and laſtly a total diſreſpect for her 
huſband : for what woman would eſteem the man, or 


what regard could ſhe think he would have for her 


children, if he did not treat, or cauſe to be treated 
with tenderneſs thoſe who were born of a woman equally 
dzar to him as herſelf. But you know, Sir, that we 
live in the world, and few I believe would chuſe to 
have their lives rendered unhappy, if they could poſ- 


_ fibly avoid it. Your character, circumſtances, and ac- 


compliſhments, might entitle you to a much better 
wife than me; but I confeſs the above reaſons weigh 
ſtrongly in my mind againſt ſuch a connection, and un- 
leſs — were anſwered more to my ſatisfaction than 
what you have already done, I ſhould chuſe ſtill to re- 
main as I am. In the mean time I ſhall be glad at all 
times to hear from you, and am | 


Your ſincere well-wiſher. 


LETTER 
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LZ T. TEX XU. 
The Gentleman s Reply. 

Madam, a | | 
[ Have always thought, that there are none more 

ready to condemn the conduct of others than thoſe 
who are moſt guilty themſelves, and of this your letter 
15 a convincing proof. Do not be ſurpriſed, for I am 


really in earneſt, You have accuſed me of acting the 


Philoſopher, whilſt you ſeem much better acquainted 
with thoſe ſages than myſeif, But pray, Madam, is 


it any great fault to write a love- letter in a. ſerious 


ſtrain ? Or, ſhould every thing on that ubject be only 
a jumble of incoherent nonſenſe? Should the lover di- 
veſt himſelf of the man, and becauſe he prefers a wo- 
man to the reſt of her ſex, muſt he act the part of a 
fool to obtain her? I dare venture to ſay you will an- 
ſwer in the negative. Vour letter contains ſo many 
rudential reaſons for refuſing my offers, that I ſhould 
ſtupid indeed, if I did not conſider them as the re- 
ſult of a well informed judgment. All the objeQtion I 1 
have againſt them is, that they appear. too much ground- 
ed on 1 cenſure. I believe you are well ac- 
quainted with the world, and you know that the beſt 
actions have been miſrepreſented, and the moſt amiable 
characters traduced. Nor has this been confined to any 
one ſingle ſtation in life, it has diffuſed itſelf throug 
them all; and although its baleful influence has often 
rendered innocence miſerable, yet the prudent will” 
deſpiſe it, with that contempt it fo juſtly merits, Vir- 
tue is its own reward; and happineſs 


Deaf to folly's call, 
Attends the muſict of the mind. 


Whilſt a woman of your great good ſenſe has the an- 
ſwers of a good conſcience in approbation of your con- 
duct, how inſignificant muſt the envious cenſures of 
malice appear, when compared with real peace of mind. 
Indeed I think you have carried your objections againſt 
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being a ſtep-mother rather too far, and I think I ſhall 
not be guilty of blaſphemy when I call your refinement 
of ſentiment Fal/e-Delicacy. However, as I ſaid be- 
fore, I am really in earneſt; and if I have not formed 
an erroneous judgment, you are the only perſon I have 
yet converſed with - fince I became a widower, with 
whom I think I can live happy. And will you, Ma- 
dam, be ſo cruel as to remain obſtinate in rejecting my 
ſujet, I do notthink it is conſiſtent with your good na- 
ture; and although I think it is beneath a generous 
mind to purchaſe a wife, yet I ſhall be willing to make 
you a ſeitlement equal to your wiſhes, beſides a ſuſti- 
ciency for your children if we ſhould be bleſſed with 
=g Your” anſwer to this is impatiently expected 
Your real admirer. 


— 


Lor XCH; 


Freren the Lady in anſwer. 

SIR © | 

Peruſed your letter, and begin to be afraid that I 

have. tampered with you too long to conceal the real 
ſentiments of my mind from one. ſo juſtly intitled to 
know them as you are. My objeQions (I aſſure you 
Sir) were not the effect of levity, but aroſe from the 
moſt mature deliberation ; nor would Ion any account 
impoſe on the man to whom I intended to give my 
hand, and conſequently my heart. This would have 
been a crime attended with more aggravating circum- 
ſtances than any which you have mentioned, and leſs 
entitled to an excuſe, Hypocriſy is the ſame under 
whatever character it appears, and the perſon who is 
guilty of it in the ſmalleſt matters, will be equally fo 
in the greateſt. Your anſwer to my objeCtions are al- 
together ſatisſactory, and I am now convinced that I 
may be your wiſe, . and at the ſame time, at leaſt a 
nominal mother to your children : I ſay nominal, for 
although I ſhould on all occaſions confider myſelf 
obliged to act with humanity to your children, as well 
as my own, yet may ſtill be named by the above ap- 
| : pellation. 


pellation. However, as your perſon, company, and 
converſation were agreeable; and as your character 
ſtands unimpeached, I am almoſt inclined. to try that 
life to which I have been hitherto a ſtranger. It is 1 
aſſure you with diffidence, and if attended with any 
unfavourable. circumſtances, may poſſibly be more my 
fault than your's. We cannot foreſee future events, 
and are therefore obliged to leave them to the direction 
of an unerring Providence. I ſhall therefore not de- 

tain you any longer, but only to inform you that my 
brother was married yeſterday to miſs Bright, may every 
"happineſs attend them both in time and. in eternity. 
You will receive a letter encloſed from him, and. you 
may be aſſured that I have not now any ohjections 
againſt being connected with you for life. The time 

fixed for that period depends entirely on your own. _ 
choice and appointment, and I think you cannot rea- 
ſonably deſire more. All that I expe, nay all that I 
defire 1s- only to be treated conſiſtently with the pro- 
feſſions you have already made. If fo, I think I can- 
not fail of being as happy as is conſiſtent with the ſtate 
of affairs in the world, and I do not look for miracles. 
As you will doubtleſs be much hurried before you ſet 
out for London, one letter more will be ſufneient until 
I ſce you; in the mean tune (as the Jews ſay) may 


you. 


Reſt content and happy. 


— „ „ — — 


LETTER XCIII 
| The Brother's letter, 
SIX. 


Know not of any gentlemen who ever yet honoured 
me with their company for whom I had a greater 
regard than yourſelf; and the agrecable hours we have 
{peut together, cannot. be equalled unleſs. they are re- 
peated. When I read your firſt letter to my fiſter, I 
confidered your propoſal of marriage as the. higheſt. 
honour that poſſibly could be conferred on our family ; 
and yet without partiality I firmly believe that the wo- 
man to whom you have paid your addreſſes, has merit 

| E 6 equal. 
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equal to any in the world. She returned from the 
boarding-ſchool about ten years ago, —During which 
time ſhe has ſuperintended the affairs of my family, 
and conducted them with ſuch prudence, as is ſeldom 
met with in one of her years. Many offers have been 
made to her by fox-hunters in our neighbourhood, but 
their characters were ſo totally oppoſite to her ſenti- 
ments, that ſhe rejected them with the utmoſt diſdain, 
although apparently beneficial. My ſiſter, Sir, has much 
more refined notions, than to pay any more regard to 
affluence, than what would procure her an independant 
ſubſiſtence, and too great a regard to her conſcience 
than to ſacrifice her peace of mind to enjoy the greateſt 
earthly grandeur. To uſe her own words, ſhe conſiders 
riches as laying her under an additional obligation to 
act for the on of her fellow-creatures, as a faithful 
ſteward of that Almighty Being who has declared that 
he will exact a ſtrict account from his creatures in what 
manner they have uſed thoſe gifts, which his unbound- 
ed liberality has beſtowed. Her leiſure hours have bcen 
_ in reading, and when I have met her in the gar- 
en, or the fields, ſhe had conſtantly in her hand ei- 
ther Milton, Thomſon, or Young, but more frequent- 
ly her BiBLE. It may poſſibly occur to your thoughts, 
that what I have faid in commendation of a beloved 
fiſter ariſes from fraternal aſſection. But ] do afſure 
you, Sir, that I could not help repeating her many 
accompliſhments, were you an utter ſtranger, and even 
a married man. A perſon deſtitute of virtue and ſen- 
ſibility might remain ignorant for ever of my ſiſter's 
merits ; but, by one ef your worth, I doubt not but 
they will be eſtimated according to their fal value. 
Light and darkneſs cannot dwell together ; nor can 
thoſe of »ppoſite tempers ever be happy; but where 
there is an intellectual, as well as a corporeal union, 
nothing in this life can interfere with th-ir rwtional enjoy- 
ments. But I had almoſt forgot that Jun writing to one 
who is well acquai ted with theſe thing; nor ſhould I 
have enlarged ſo much had not reg: cd your triendfhi 
and intereit on tho one hand, and my it s happinets 


on the other. But not to detain you longer, my-con- 
| ſeat 


Courtſhip, and Marriage. 93 
ſent for a happy union, is not only at your ſervice, but 
as I faid before, I ſhall confider it as a very happy event; 
and I have not the leaſt doubt of your ever ranges of 
your choice. I have heard that your ſecular affairs 
calls for your attendance in London ; when thoſe are 
ſettled I ſhall be glad to hear from you, and likewiſe 
of my fiſter and you being happily joined in marriage. 
In the mean time ſhe is at my houſe, where you may 
freely correſpond, and I am 

Your ſincere well-wiſher. 


LETTER. XCIV. 


From the Gentleman after his arrival in' London, to the 
| Lady in the Country. 


My Dear, | 
OR fo I muſt now call you: I arrived here laſt 
L night, and embrace this firſt opportunity of wri- 
ting. 
What a buſy place is London! What a variety of 
ſtrange faces, and continual hurry of buſineſs; the 
citizens acquiring fortunes by trade, whilſt the nobility 
and gentry are ſquandering away thoſe eſtates left them 
by their anceſtors: but ſuch has always been the conduct 
of mankind in trading nations. One ſows, another 
reaps, whilſt a third enjoys the fruits of their labour. 
For my own part, I am neither fond of gaiety nor ſo- 
litude, In al things there is a medium which ought 
to be preferred to extremes. A ſudden elevation to af- 
fluence or grandeur, and a ſudden fall from either, are 
equally dangerous; the one too oſten plunges the per- 
ſon into all ſorts of immorality, whilſt the effects of the 
other is moſt commonly deſpair. I would chuſe to ſpend 
three months every year in London, and the remainder 
in the country. This in my opinion is a more rational 
ſchemę than the preſent mode of continually hurrying 
from place to place, without ever reliſhing the pleaſures 
of any. But I had almoſt forgot to whom I am writing. 
As ſoon as J have ſettled my affairs here, which will 
take up about three weeks, I intend going to Windſor 

| to 
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to viſit my daughters at the boarding-ſchool ; and from 


thence haſten to your brother's ; when I hope that unzon 
will take place that muſt terminate only with our lives, 


I have employed my attorney to draw up articles of a 


jointure for you, and which I fhall bring along with 
me, to be figned in the preſence of your friends. 1 


hope your brother and his ſpouſe are well, I received- 
his moſt excellent letter, and heartily. thank him for 


the contents. = 
I am, my Dear, 
Your's ſincerely and affectionately. 


— 


— — * 
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LETT ER XCV. 
Frem a Lover io his Miſtreſi, lately recovered from 
fickneſs. | 
My Dear 7 
54 HIS day's poft has juſt brought me the joyfub 


news of your happy recovery. The indiſpenſi- 
ble neceflity I was under of attending my buſineſs at 


this place, hindered me from beholding on a ſick bed, 


all that 1s dear to me in the world ; but I need not per- 
ſuade you to believe this; as I hope you have had ſuf- 
ficient proofs of my fidelity, and what I have ſuffered 
on account of your illneſs, may be felt but not ex- 
_ When I took the letter in my hand, I trem- 

led, and poffibly ſhould have been deprived of cou- 
rage to open it, had not the ſeal been red. To one op- 


preſſed with fear, the ſmalleſt matter yields a glimpſe 


of hope. I opened the letter, and you may. eaſily 
imagine what was my joy, when inſtead of reading an 
account of your death, it contained the delightful news 
of your recovery, written by your father, Ah! thought 
I, my charmer is ſtill weak, or ſhe would not have em- 
was another hand. This led me to fear a relapſe ; 


ut 1 hope that God, whoſe great mercy has preſerved 


you hitherto, will perfe& your recovery. You are con- 


ſtantly in my thoughts, and I pray for you every day. 
That I may once more be happy in ſeeing you, I have 


ſent for my brother to manage my buſineſs during my 
3 | | abſence. 
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abſence, I expect him here in about ten days, when 
nothing but ſickneſs ſhall prevent my coming. You 
will receive by the coach a ſmall parcel, containing 
ſome of the neweſt patterns both of filks and laces, to- 
gether with ſome other things. Such trifles are ſcarce 
worth mentioning; but I hope you will accept them 
as a teſtimony of my ſincere love, to her whom in a 
few months I hope to call my own. Preſent my duty to 
your honoured parents, and believe me to be with the 
greatelt ſincerity | 
Your ever affectionate lover, 


J. B. 


LETTER XCVI. 


From à rich young Gentleman to a beautiful young Lady 
with no fortune. 


» Miſt SOPHlas 
EE is a general reflection againſt the manners of the 

preſent age, that marriage is only conſidered as one 
of thoſe methods by which avarice may be ſatisſied, and 
property increaſed; that neither the character nor ac- 
compliſhments of the woman are much N her 
merit being eſtimated by the thouſands of her fortune, 
I acknowledge that the accuſation is too true, and to 
that may be aſcribed many, unhappy matches we daily, _ 
meet with; for how is it poſſible that thoſe ſhould ever 
have the ſame affection for each other who were forced. 
to comply with terms to which they had the utmoſt - 
averſion, as if they had been allowed to conſult their 
own inclination, and give their hands where they have 
engaged their heart? For my own part I have been al- 
ways determined to conſult my inclinations where there 
is the leaſt appearance of happineſs ; and having an 
eaſy independeacy, am not anxious about increaſing it, 
being well convinced, that in all ſtates the middle one 
is beit, I mean neither poverty nor riches ; which leads 
me to the diſcovery of a paſſion which I have long en- 
deavoured to conceal. | 

The opportunities which I have had of converſing 


with you-at lady B's, has at laſt convinced me, that 
merit 
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merit and riches are far from being connected, and that 
a woman may have thoſe qualifications, neceſſary to 
adorn her ſex, although adverſe fortune has denied her 
money. I am ſure that all thoſe virtues neceſſary to 
make me happy in the marriage ſtate, are centered in 
you, and whatever objection you may have to my per- 
ſon, yet I hope there can be none to my character; and 
if you will conſent to be mine, it ſhall be my conſtant 
ſtudy to make your life agreeable, and under the en- 
dearing character of huſband endeavour to ſupply your 
early Toſs of che beſt of parents. I fhall expect your 
anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, for J wait for it with the ut- 


moſt impatience. 
J am your afſectionate lover. 


215 


LET T EN Neu. : 
| The young Lady's Anſwer. - 
SIX, 
Received your letter yeſterday, and gratitude for the 
generous propoſal which you have made, obliges 
me to thank you heartily for the contents. 

As I have no objections either to your perſon or cha- 
rafter, you will give me leave to deal ſincerely, and 
ſtate thoſe things which at preſent bear great weight 
with me, and perhaps muſt ever remain unanſwered, 
and hirder me from entering into that ſtate againſt 
which I ave not the leaſt averſion. 

You weil know (at leaſt I imagine fo) that the propo- 
ſal you have made to me is a ſecret both to your rela- 
tions and friends ; and would you defire me to ruſh pre- 
cipitately into the marriage-ſtate, where I have the 
greateit reaſon to fear that I ſhould be looked upon with 
contempt, by thoſe whom nature had connected me 
with ? I ſhould conſider myſelf obliged to promote the 
happineſs of my huſband ; and how conſiſtent would a 
ſtep of that nature be with ſuch a reſolution : You 
know that I was left an orphan, and had it, not been 
for the pious care of lady B. muſt have been brought 
up in a ſtate of ſervitude. You know that I have no 

. fortune ; 
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fortune; and were I to accept of your offer, it would 
lay me under ſuch obligations as muſt deſtroy my li- 
berty. Gratitude and love are two very different 
things. The one ſuppoſes a benefit received, whereas 
the other is a free act of the will. Suppoſe me raiſed to 
the joint poſſeſſion of your fortune, could I call it 
mine unleſs I had brought you ſomething as an equi- 
valent ? Or, Have I not great reaſon to fear that you 
yourſelf may conſider me as under obligations, incon- 
ſiſtent with the character of a wife? I acknowledge the 
great generoſity of your offer, and would conſider my- 
elf highly honoured could I prevail with myſelf to pre- 
fer to peace of mind the enjoyment of an affluent for- 
tune. But as I have been very ſincere in my anſwer, ſo 
let me beg, that you will endeavour to eradicate a paſ- 
ſion, which, if nouriſhed longer, may prove fatal to 
us both. 1 

I am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 

Your ſincere well-wiſher. 


. 


LETTER xcvm. 
The Gentleman Reply. 


My Dear Sophia, + | 
As it not cruel to ſtate ſo many 74 
W or could you ſuppoſe me capable of ſo baſe an 
action, as to deſtroy your freedom, and peace of mind. 
Or do you think that I am capable of ever forgetting 
ou, or being happy in the enjoyment of another ? 
or God's ſake do not mention gratitude any more. 
Your many virtues entitle you to much more than I am 
able to give ; but all that I have ſhall be yours. With 
reſpe& to my relations I have none to conſult beſides 
my mother and my uncle, and their conſent and even 
approbation is already obtained. You have often 
heard my mother declare, that ſhe 2 my happi- 
neſs with a woman of virtue to poſſeſſion of the 
greateſt fortune, and though I forgot to mention it 
yet I had communicated my ſentiments to her be- 
fore I had opened my mind to you. Let me beg that 
| you 
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you will Jay aſide all thoſe unneceſſary ſeruples which 
only ſerves to make one unhappy, who is already ſtrug- 
gling under all the anxieties of real and genuine love. 
It is in your power my dear to make me happy, and 
none elſe can, I cannot enjoy one moments reſt till I 
have your anſwer, and then the happy day ſhall be 
fixed, Let me beg that you will not ſtart any more ob- 
jections, unleſs you are my real enemy; but your ten- 
der nature cannot ſuffer you to be cruel. Be mine m 
dear, and Iam yours for ever. My ſervant ſhall wait 
for the anſwer to your ever fincere lover, whole ſole 
happineſs is centered in you. 6 


— —— — tt... ·— — — — — —— —_——_. — — — 


LETTER XCIX. 
The Lady's, Anfaver. 


- 
n. 


4. J. A. 
Find that when one of your ſex forms a reſolution, 
I you are determined to go through let the event be 
what it will. Vour anſwer to my frſt objection I muſt 
confeſs is ſatisſactory. I wiſh I could fay fo of the 
others; but Lfind that if I muſt comply I ſhall be 
obliged to truſt the remainder to yourſelf. Perhaps 
this is always the caſe, and even the moſt cautious have 
been deceived. However, Sir, I have communicated ' 
| the contents of your letters to her laß n, as you. 
| know ſhe has been to me as a parent. She has not any 
| objection, and J am at laſt reſolved to comply. I muſt 
| give myſelf up, to you as a poor friendleſs orphan, and 
att-engcavour to act conſiſtent with the rules laid 


down and enforced. by our holy religion; and if you. 

| ſhould ſo far deviate fron the paths of virtue as to up- 

| - braid me with poverty, I have no friend to complain 
to, but that God who is he father of + the fatherle/+. 
But I have a b tter opinion of you than to en'ertain any 
ſuch fears, I have left the time to your own appoint- 
ment, and let me beg that you will continue in the 
practice of that virtuous education which you have re- 
ceived. Virtue is its own reward, and I cannot * un- 
| SS APPY 
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appy with the man who prefers the duties of religion . 
o gaiety and diſſi pat ion. 
| I am your's ſincerely. 


—_— 


LETTER. C. 
From a Lady to a Gentleman, complaining of indif 


ference, 
SIX, 
Hos light you may make of promiſes, 
yet T am fooliſh enough to confider them as ſome- 

thing more than trifles, and am likewiſe induced to be- 
lieve, that the man who voluntarily breaks a promiſe, 
will not pay much regard to an oath; and if fo, in 
what light muſt I conſider your conduct? Did I give 
you my promiſe to be your's, and had you no other 
reaſon for ſoliciting that than merely to gratify your 
vanity ? A brutal gratification indeed, to triumph over 
the weakneſs of a woman whoſe greateſt fault was, that 
ſhe loved you, I ſay loved you, for it was in conſe- 

uence of that paſſion, I firſt conſented to become yours. 

as your conduct, Sir, been confiſtent with my ſub- 
miſſion, or with your own ſolemn profeſſions? Is it con- 
ſiſtent with the character of a gentleman firſt to obtain 
a woman's confent, and afterwards brag that he had 
diſcarded ' her, and found one more agreeable to his 
wiſhes ! Do not equivocate, I have too convineing 
proofs of your inſincerity; I ſaw you ay walking 
with miſs Benſon, and am informed that you have pro- 
poſed marriage to her. Whatever you may think, Sir, 
1 have a ſpirit of diſdain, and even. reſentment equal to 
your ingratitude, and can treat the wretch with a pro- 
per indifference, . who can make ſo ſlight a matter of the. 
moſt ſolemn promiſes. Miſs Benſon may be your wife, 
but ſhe will receive into her arms a -perjured huſband, 
nor can ever the. ſuperſtructure be laſting, which is 
built on ſuch a foundation. I leave you to the ſtings of 
your owh conſcience, 11 


LETTER 
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LETTER Cl. 
The Gentleman's Anſwer. 


My dear Angel, 

OR by that name I muſt ſtill call you; has cruelty 
entered into your tender nature, or has ſome de- 
ſigning wretch impoſed on your credulity ? My dear, I 
am not what you have repreſented, I am neither falſe 
nor perjured ; I never propoſed marriage to miſs Ben- 
ſon, I never deſigned it, and my ſole reaſon for walk- 
ing with ner was, that I had been on a viſit to her bro- 
ther, whom you know is my attorney. And was it any 
fault in me to take a walk into the ſields along with him 
and his ſiſter? Surely prejudice itſelf cannot ſay fo; 
but I am afraid you have been impoſed on by ſome de- 
figning wretch, who had private views, and private 
ends to anſwer by ſuch baſeneſs. But whatever may 
have been the cauſe I am entirely innocent, and to con- 
vince you of my ſincerity, beg that the day of marriage 
may be next week. My affections never ſo much as 
wandered from the dear object of my love; in you is 
centered all my hopes of felicity, with you only can I 
be happy. Keep me not in miſery one moment longer 
by entertaining groundleſs jealouſies againſt one who 
loves you in a manner ſuperior to the whole of your 
ſex ; and I can ſet at defiance even malice itſelf, Let 
me beg your anſwer by my ſervant, which will either 
make me happy or miſerable. I have ſent a ſmall par- 
cel by the bearer, which I hope you will accept as a 
convincing proof of my integrity; and am 

| | Yours for ever. 


—_— 


LETT. R.CIH. 


From a young Officer ordered to his Regiment in Minorca, 
to a young Lady whom he courted. 
My Dear, | 
Am ſcarce able to hold the pen. An order has juſt 
now arrived from the war-office, by which I am 


obliged 
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obliged to ſet ſail to-morrow for Minorca, without hav- 
ing the happineſs of ſeeing my angel. What unhappi- 
| neſs to us, and devaſtation among the human race has 
the ambition of princes, and the perfidiouſneſs of mi- 
niſters occaſioned ! Huſbands obliged to leave their be- 
loved wives and dear little children ; every relation is 
broken, and we may well ſay with Addiſon 
What havock has ambition made! But what is this 
to my preſent purpoſe ? Like all others in a ſtate of diſ- 
traction, I am obliged to write nonſenſe, if any thin 
can beſo called where the name of my charmer is found: 
Did you know, my dear, what a ſtruggle I have be- 
tween love and duty, you would conſider me as an ob- 
ject of compaſſion. I am bound by the moſt ſolemn 
oaths to be yours, and at the ſame time duty obliges me 
to draw my ſword, in defence of the juſt rights of my 
Jawful prince and injured country ; and whatever dan- 
rs may wait for me, I would meet them with the 
teſt chearfulneſs, were I ſure of poſſeſſing one place 
in your heart. But why do I ſay one, 1 ma have all 
or none ; I cannot bear the moſt diſtant thought that 
you ſhould place your affections on another. No, my 
dear, were that to happen, I ſhould a& the part of ge- 
neral Campbell at the fatal battle of Fontenoy, by ruſh- 
ing on the ſword of the enemy, to put an end to a wea 
exiſtence. I ſhould chearfully lay 134 my life, whic 
would be of ſmall value, were I to be ſeparated for ever 
from you, But why do I doubt ? I know my charmer 
is as virtuous as ſhe is beautiful, and that nothing but 
my own conduct can ever make her diſcard me, but 
Is not abſence death to thoſe who love? However, I 
have the pleaſing reflection yet left, that whilſt I am in 
a diſtant part of the world attending my duty, I ſhall be - 
remembered by her, whoſe prayers for my preſervation 
will be acceptable to that God who loves virtue, who is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Nothing in this 
world can ever be ſo dear to me as you are. Believe all 
I ſay and I am happy, If I do any thing that may ap- 
pear wrong inform me of it, and it ſhall be my firſt care 
to confeſs my fault and amend. I deſire your advice in 
every thing; but alas ! ſeparation will render it * 
| g2 * 
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though not impoſſible. Not having had time to ſettle 
with our agent, I have left an order with my mother for 
that purpoſe — Let me beg you will honour her with 
a viſit, the will eſteem 1t as a reſpect ſhewn to me. I 
have often told you what an excellent woman ſhe is, and 
J am fully perſuaded you will find her ſo; yea more ſo 
than I have ever mentioned. We are to ſtop at Gibral- 
tar, where I hope to have a letter from you. If it 
comes too late, the governor will forward it to Minorca. 
Once more, my dear, farewell, continue to be mine, 
and all the viciſſitudes and dangers of war will appear 
as trifles; and when peace ſhall again bleſs the nations, 
I will fly on the wings of love to the arms of my deareſt 
angel, and ſpend with her the rema nder of my days. 


I am your fincere lover. 


LETTER CUI 


The young Lady's. Anſwer. 


| Dear Charles, 
FF your hand could ſcarcely hold the pen, I am afraid 
I this will appear unintelligible, being wet with tears 
from beginning to end. When your letter arrived we 
were drinking tea, and my father reading the news- 
paper, wherein it was ſaid that all the officers in the 
army were ordered to join their regiments, I was a 
good deal alarmed, but ſome hopes remained, till the 
tal letter convinced me that my ſuſpicions were but too 
well founded. Alas ! How vain are human expecta- 
tions. In the morning we dream of happineſs, and 
before evening are really miſerable. I was promiſing to 
myſelf that one month would have joined our hands, 
and now we are ſeparated perhaps for years; if not for 
ever. For how do I know. but the next poſt may bring 
me an account of your being killed in battle, and then 
farewell every thing in this world. My pleaſing proſ- 
pects will then vaniſh, and although 3 will 
remain a widow till death. And is it poſſible you can 


doubt one moment of my ſincerity, or do you think, 


- thatthaſe affectiona can ever be placed on another 
area which 
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which were firft fixed on you from a convincing proof 
of your accompliſhments and merit. No my dear, my 
fidelity to you ſhall remain as unſpotted as this paper 
before it was blotted with ink and bedewed with tears. 
I know not how others love, but my engagements are 
for eternity. You deſire me to put you in mind of 
your duty. I ktiow not of any faults, nor am I diſ- 
poſed to look for them. I doubt not but the religious 
education you received in your youth,. will enable you 
to refiſt the ſtrongeſt temptations ; and like that ever- 
laſting honour to the army, colonel Gardner, although 
not afraid to fight, yet you will be afraid to fin. How- 
ever terrifying ix may be to meet death in the field, yet 
it is far more awful to appear before a juſt God whom 
we have offended by our iniquities. | have been read- 
ing Montagu's Hiſtory of England,* and that elegant au- 
thor ſays, that at the battle of Haſtings which overthrew 
the Saxon monarchy, the Normans, although under 
arms all night, were yet fervent in their devotions, 
whilſt the Engliſh, who thought, themſelves ſecure of 
victory, were ipending the time in riot and drunkenneſs, 
But alas! the next day exhibited a different ſcene. 
The Normans became conquerors, after killing many 
thouſands of the enemy; and ſuch are commonly the 
fatal effects of debauchery. There is not one body of 
people in the world accuſed of irreligion more than ths 
military, and from the very nature of their employ- 
ment, none are more obliged to practice every chriſtian 
duty. They ſee thouſands of their fellow creatures hur- 
ried into eternity, nor do they know but the next may 
be themſelves. My dear Charles, never be aſhamed of 
religion. A conſciouſneſs of your integrity will inſpire 
you with real courage in the day of battle; and 1 90 
OY ou 


—_ 
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ſhould at laſt die in defence of the juſt rights of your 
country, the divine favour will be your comfort through 
eternity. In the mean time my prayers ſhall conſtantly 
be for your ſafety and preſervation, and my earneſt 
hopes fixed on your happy return. 

I have obtained leave of my parents to reſide with 
your mother during the ſummer, which will at leaſt be 
ſome conſolation to me in your abſence. Let me hear 
from you as often as poſlible, but never doubt of my 
| fidelity. Conſider me as already yours and I am happy. 
Farewell my dear, and may the wiſdom of God direct 
you, and his providence be your guad, is the ſincere 
prayer of her who prefers you before all the world. 


PART 


( 15 ) 


ä 9 — —— — ̃ —— 
PAR T IV. 
On FRIENDSHIP, &c. 


LETTER CIV. 


* 
The following Letter on Frienaſbip was written by a 

Gentleman lately deceaſed, and found among /t his 

Papers. 

My dear F F iend, | 9 | 1 , 

T was a very ſtrange notion of Paſchal that he would 
I never admit any man to a ſhare of his friendſhip. 
Had that great man been a Miſanthrope, or an enem 
to his fellow creatures, I ſhould not have been mack 
ſurpriſed ; but as his love to mankind extended as far 
as either his knowledge or influence, it is neceſſary to 
conſider his reaſons, for a conduct apparently ſo ſtrange. 
Paſchal had ſuch elevated notions of the Deity on © 
one hand, and ſo low an opinion of human nature on 
the other, that he thought, if he placed his affections 
on any created being, it would be a fort of inſuk to the 
Creator, and a robbing him of that worſhip which was 
due to him alone. But whatever were the notions of 
that great man, yet there is ſuch a thing as real friend- 
ſhip, and there is alſo a neceſſity for it. It is true in- 
deed that God is our only friend, and that on him our 
affections ought principally to be fixed. But thoſe who 
are acquainted with human nature, well know that we 
are ſuch a compoſition of * and ſpirit, that however 


We 
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we may wiſh to keep up an intercourſe with the Deity, 
yet our inclinations are ſuch that we are more deſirous 
of being converſant with thoſe of our own ſpecies, to 
whem at all times we can be able o unboſom ourſelves. 

Friendſhip is as old as the firſt formation of ſociety, 
and there is ſcarce one antient writer now extant, who 
has not ſaid ſomething in praiſe of it. Of this 
we have a fitie example in the Lory of David and Jona- 
than, as recorded in the ſecond book of Samuel. In 
the ſame ſacred oracles we ate told that love is ſtronger 
than death ; and even the great Redeemer of the world 
had a beloved diſciple. | 

The pious and ingenious Pr. Wart: has finely de- 
ſcribed Tiendmip in one of his poems, which I doub: 
not but you have read. 


Friendſhip thou charmer of the mind, 

Thou ſweet deluding ill; 

The brighteſt moments mortals know, 
And ſharpeſt pains we feel. 

Fate has divided all our ſiares 
Of pleaſure, and of pain; 

In love the friendſhip and the cares 
Are mix'd and join'd again. 


The ſame ingenious author in another place ſays, 


"Tis dangerous to let looſe our love 
Beneath the eternal fair. 


But whatever the wiſeſt or learned may ſay, yet we 
know that man is a ſocial being, and (conſequently ha 
a capacity, and even a defire for friendſhip. Friendſhip 
is in its own nature ſo neceſſary, that I know not how 
ſocial being can exiſt without it. Are we by any pro- 
vidential occurrence raiſed from poverty to affluence, 
to whom ran we communicate the delightful news but 
our friend ? On the other hand, are we reduced from 

the higheſt pinacle of grandeur to the moſt abject ſtate 
of+ poverty, to whom can we look for conſolation but 
God and our friend ? Indeed there is not one ſtate ot 
Condition in life where friendſhip is not * 
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What wretched mortals would men be were they not en- 
dowed with ſo noble a principle ? E 

Friendſhip is of a very delicate nature, and either 
the happineſs or miſery of both parties may in ſome 
ſenſe be ſaid to depend on it. Friendſhip is ſome what 
like marriage, it is made for life ;. or as Cæſar faid, 
The dye is caſt, Mrs. Rowe in one of her letters to 
the counteſs of Hertford ſays, “ When I contract a 
«« friendſhip it is for eternity ;” Her notions were 
always elevated, and the chief buſineſs of her life 
ſeems to have been the promoting the intereſt of her 
fellbw creatures. Friendſhip obliges the parties en- 
gaged, to lay open their minds to each other, there 
muſt not be any concealment. There is not an en- 
dearing attribute of the Deity, nor an amiable quality 
in man, but what is included in the word Friendſhip. 
Benevolence, mercy, pity, compaſſioa, &c. are only 
parts of it, | - 

From all this we may learn, that great care ought 
to be had in the choice of friends; and ſhould they 
unhappily betray the ſacred, (truſt repoſed in them, 
yet we ought not to purſue them with unrelenting 

ury. 

In the courſe of my experience I remember two in- 
ſtances of the breach of - friendſhip, - which were at- 
tended with very different effects. Two gentlemen 
contracted a friendſhip for each other, which laſted 
ſome years; at laſt one of them unhappily revealed a 
ſecret to his wife, who told it to the wife of the other, 
in conſequence of which an unhappy drvifion' took 
place in the family of the latter. Ihe injured perſon 
upbraided his friend with infidelity, told him of the 
fatal effects occaſioned by this imprudence ; but (ſays 
he) although I cannot be your friend any longer, yet I 
will never be your enemy. My heart will pity you 
whilſt my hand ſhall be open to relieve your neceſſities. 


Such a declaration was confiſtent with the prudence of 


a man, and the piety of a chriſtian ; but that of the 
other Was of a nature totally oppofite, and (in my 
opinion) truly diabolical. A difference of a ſimilat 
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nature happened, attended with the like circumſtances; 
but the injured perſon inſtead of ſympathizing with the 
weakneſs of his friend, purſued him with unrelenting 
oruelty, nor ever ceaſed until he had accompliſhed his 
ruin, and even triumphed over it. You may make 
what comments you pleaſe, I can only aſſure you that 
both are facts. ow different my friend has our 
conduct to each other been During theſe thirty years, 
no breach has ever happened; and it ſeems as new this 
day as at the beginning. As this is probably the lat 
letter ever you will ſee in my hand writing, accept my 
ſincere thanks for the many benefits. I have received 
from your faithful admonitions, and your benevolent 
conſolations; and when we meet in the regions of bliſs, 
our happineſs will then remain uninterrupted. 


I am yours ſincerely, 


—_— 
* 


LETTER CV. 
From à Gentleman whoſe Wife wwas lately dead, ts 4 
Clergyman in tht neighbonr bocd. | | 


Rev, Sir, : | | 

O U have often both in public, and private, en- 
Y larged on thoſe comforts and conſolations which 
chriſtianity affords to the afflicted; and if ever they 
were neceſſary to one under thoſe circumſtances it muſt 
be to myſelf. About ſeven laſt night my wife died in 
_ child-bed, and I am left the diſconſolate parent of five 
young children. Had you ſeen the excruciating tor- 
tures under which ſhe expired, it would have reminded 
you of the aſis of that curſe pronounced upon 
cur firſt parents for their rebellion againſt God. When 
ſhe ſaw the king of terrors approach ſhe was all reſig- 
nation to the Divine will, and left this lower world in 
the ſame manner, and with the ſame chearful alacrity, 
as if fhe had been going to viſit a friend, or attend the 
ſervice of her maker, Overwhelmed with grief I - 


— 
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tered her chamber, when ſhe exerted the ſmall remains 
of ſtrength, and fpoke to me as follows. 


88 
I am now going the way of all fleſh, but God, the 
everlaſting God will be your comfort. When ] firſt 
became yours, I looked for all the happineſs conſiſtent 
with the ſtate of human nature in this vale of miſery ; 
and I muſt confeſs that my higheſt wiſhes have been 
panned, and your tenderneſs has been even more than | 
could expect. You may have ſeen faults in my con- | 
duct, but I do aſſure you (and this is not a time to | 
diſſemble) they were altogether involuntary. My prin- 
= ſtudy was to obtain the favour of that God before 
whom I am ſoon to appear. My obedience to the 
commands of my God have been attended with many 
imperfections, but I truſt for pardon and acceptance in 
the merits of my dear redeemer. Here ſhe fainted 
looked wiſhfully at me, and ſhed a tear over her dear” 
children, who were crying by her bed. She at- 
tempted to ſpeak but in vain. At laſt, — her eyes 
towards heaven ſhe repeatgd thoſe beautiful words, 
Into thy hands I commit my ſoul, for thou haſt re- 
*« deemed me, Ol thou of my ſalvation, and 
then cloſed her eyes, never to be opened till the ſound 
of the laſt trumpet. I was ſunk for ſome time in the 
greateſt diſtreſs, looking on the dear departed remains 
of my beloved ſpouſe, and endeavouring to filence by 
perſuaſion the cries of her © children. At laſt 
Jrecollected that I had ſtill a friend left in you, to 
whom J might with a view of conſolation, lay open. 
the inmoſt receſſes of my heart. I am afraid your in- 
diſpolition may hinder you from viſiting me, and if 
ſo let me beg that you will in the mean time favour ' 
| me with-a few lines. At preſent every ſort of conſo- 
lation will be acceptable, but whatever cames from 
you =_ be doubly = I know. not Pray write; 
| exquſe incoherence and impropriety, im whom 
you have often — wth the appellation of 


' friend. 
F 3 LETTER 


110 Letters on Friendſbip, &c. 


LETTER CVI. 
The Clerg yman's Anſwer. 


My dear Friend, 

Sincerely commiſerate your variegated calamity, and 
; wiſh there was any thing in my power that could 
alleviate your diſtreſs. Yon well know that all affliction 
of whatever kind it is, proceeds from God. ——* I 
create light and make darkneſs, I make war and 
peace, I the Lord do all theſe things.” This, Sir, 
ſhould be your firſt conſideration, and this ſhould re- 
gulate the whole of your conduct. 

It was this confideration which reconciled old Eli to 
the ſevereſt doom that perhaps was ever denounced. 
Though contrary to human nature, and much more fo 
to natural affection, yet it is the Lord, let him do 
what ſhall ſeem good. 

This reconciled Job to all his unparalelled ſufferings, 
„The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away, rapacious 
hands, and waving elements were only inſtruments of 
his power, therefore I blefs and adore his holy name. 

This confolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus on 
the approach of his inconceivably bitter agony. It is 
my fither's pleaſure, and not the malice of my ene- 
mies, therefore not my will but his be done. | 

If your father (dear Sir) your heavenly father, who 
loyes you with an everlaſting love, has thought proper 
to mix ſome gall with your portion in life, ſenfible of 
the beneficent hand from which your viſitation comes, 
may you bow your head in auful ſilence, and fay th 
the afflicted Hezekiah of old, Good is the word of 
the Lord concerning me. | | 

Afflictions are often accompanied. with many valu- 
able benefits; as David ſaid, It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted, far before that I went aſtray.“ 

Afflictions ſerve to wean us from the world. When 
every thing goes ſmoothly on, and nothing interrupts 
the preſent enjoyments, we are apt to forget the _ 
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that made us, and fay with ul led | affuranee, 


Who is the Almighty that I ſhould-ſerve him? 


Afflictions ſerve to lead us to value the bleſſings of 
chriſtianity, and to hold in the loweſt eſtimation our 
own unworthineſs. When ſorrows harraſs our circum- 
ſtances, and trouble oppreſſes our minds, we are glad, 


we are carneſtto find reſt in Chriſt. The ſevere af- 


fliction under which I have fo long laboured hinders 


me from ſecing you, although I ſhall take the firſt op- 


portunity of doing ſo, when it pleaſes God to reſtore 
me again to health. In the mean time I have ſent you 
a copy of Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt.* A careful pe- 
ruſal of that valuable work will reconcile you to tlie 
various diſpenſations of Providence, eſpecially when 
you conſider the character of the Redeemer, who ſut- 
fered ſo much for us. He bore our griefs and carried 
our ſorrows. He was a man of ſorrow and acquainted 

with grief. 288 * n 
From theſe con ſiderations (my dear friend) endea- 
your to reconcile yourſelf to this awful. diſpenſation of 
Providence: I am ſenſible of your loſs, but you know 
not what God may yet have in ſtore for you, Perhaps 
he has only deprived you of one mercy in order to be- 
flow another. I doubt not, but the Almighty has 
thouſands” of mercies, yet in ſtore for you, both in 
time and eternity, and that period is fat approaching 
when you yourſelf. muſt put off this earthly tabernacle, 
and pay that deht to nature which your beloved ſpouſe 
has already dane. Let your care at preſent be, to at- 
tend the education of your children. , Your duty is 
now doubly increaſed, and all that was incumbent on 
L „ vou 


1 1 1 — at a 1 


* Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt, publiſhed by ' Mr, Cooke, as 
No. 17, Pater-nofter-Row. The language is plain, though elegant, 
the images firiking, the ſentiments ſtrictiy pious, and the whole 
erangelically plain It preſents us with a true character of the 
great Redeemer, and an amiable deliseaion of his preceptt. The 
pious author has adapted it to the meaneſt capacities, and the 
pooreſt perſon may purchaſe it; being pubſiſhed in twenty five” 
weekly numbers at ſix-pënce each. 


” 
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y ur beloved ſpouſe, is now transferred to yourſelf ; 
but the bleſſings of the Almighty will be beſtowed in 


proportion to your chearful obedience, It is a great 


comfort that your beloved {pouſe died in the faith and 
fear of the dear Redeemer, and it will be the greateſt 
honour ever you can acquire, to inſtru your children 
in thoſe principles which made the proſpe& of death 
agreeable, and even welcome to their mother. So that 
when the great God ſhall appear to judge the world, 
you may be able to ſtand before him and fay, Here I 
am, and the children which thou has given me. Thus 
(Sir) I have ſaid all that I can think on the preſent me- 
lancholly occaſion, But how comfortable are thoſe 
words of St. Paul. Our light affliction which is 
but for a moment, ſhall work out for us a far more 
«« exceeding and eternal weight of glory.“ 

The things that are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are eternal. There is nothing per- 
manent or laſting in this world, and the tall oak is as 
eaſily cut down by the hand of omnipotence, as the 
plant is plucked up. I feel myſelf growing weak, and 
muſt thereſore conclude. May that gracious God who 
has thought proper to afflict you, continue to ſupport 
you under thts and every other trial, till you arrive at 
laſt in the kingdom, where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and where the weary are at reſt, is the ſin- 
cere prayer of f 


Vour moſt affectionate Friend. 


—— 


* 
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From a Clergyman to a young Gentleman who bad Fer- 


merly been his Pupil, but was now at the Univerſity. 


Dear Sir, | 
HILST you was under my care I madeit my 
principal ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of my 
tation, conſiſtent with the character of a miniſter of 
the goſpel; and now. that you are removed to the 


| fpuntain head of learning, I conſider myſelf in ſome - 


manner 
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manner ſtill under the ſame obligation. In à letter 
I have lately received from your tutor, I hear with 
great pleaſure that you make great progreſs in your 
itudies, —Although, providence has placed me at this 
diſtance, yet I have a ſtrong inclination to communicate 
my thoughts to you on a ſubject of the utmoſt impor- 
tance ; I mean the neceſſary obligation you are under 
of. reducing knowledge to practice, and that unleſs the 
one correſponds with the other, learning, inſtead of a 
bleſſing becomes a real curſe, To different men God 
has communicated different advantages. From pagans 
leſs is required than from chriſtians, and as much leſs 
as they know leſs of their maſter's will. Some are 
obliged to grope by the light of the moon and ſtars, 
and others are bleſſed with the light of the ſun, It is 
much more deſirable to walk by day light than by 
moon light, All however have light enough, if they 
rightly improve it, to enable them to find the way to- 
God's favour. If there is any one who has no know- 
ledge given him, he is not a moral agent, and nothing 
can be expected from him. But this cannot be ſup- 
poſed of any reaſonable creature. There is no perſon 


good and evil; and his acceptance and happineſs de- 
pend on his acting up to this nl whatever it is, 
and not on his acting up to any more extenſive know- 
wy which others in more advantageous circumſtances- 
ane." 6 

The moſt knowing ought to be the moſt virtuous 3 
but inſtead of this.they are very often the moſt vicious. 
They employ their. 3 not to mend their 
hearts, or to reſtrain their paſſions, but to gain ap- 
plauſe or to over- reach and deceive. They make uſe 
of it for oſtentation or miſchief, and not for diverting 
them in a courſe of upright and uſeful conduct. We 
can never conclude what 2 man's character is from the 
parts he poſſeſſes, or the opinions he holds. Nothin 
15 more common than for men to believe one thing, — 
to practice the contrary. The beſt ſentiments may 


have poſſeſſion of their heads, while the vileſt diſpo- 
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ſitions govern their actions. We ſee continually that 
thoſe who receive the righteſt principles, and make the 
faireſt profeſſions are very wicked and worthleſs. 

They acknowledge the authority of Chriſt without 
ſubmitting to it. They profeſs an admiration of his 
precepts without obeying them, and zeal for his name 
without departing from iniquity. They believe that 
in a ſhort time they ſhall be judged according to their 
works, and yet 4 no care whether thoſe works are 
conſiſtent with moral rectitude. They know that with- 
out holineſs they muſt loſe eternal happineſe, and fink 
into miſery and ruin, and yet they diſcover no ſollici- 
tude about practiſing virtue. In ſhort, it is one of 
the moſt 51 truths, that we may have all the 
faith and knowledge in the world in our underſtand- 
ings, without one ſpark of genuine goodneſs in our 
hearts. The devils know more than any human beings, 
and yet they remain devils. 

The reaſon of this common ſeparation between know- 
ledge and practice, is the influence of particular affec- 
tions and paſſions Within us, leading us contrary to our 
knowledge. Our judgments direct us one way, our 
p ſſions draw us another. Reaſon dictates piety and 
righteouſneſs : Brutal paſſions and the allurements of 
the world incline us to irreligion and wickednets. 
The latter becomes predominant, and thus we are ſe- 
duced and corrupted ; our knowledge becomes of no 
avail, and our lives are rendered a ſcene of inconſiſtency 
between our principles and our conduct. The know- 
edge of our duty is given us on purpoſe that we may 
do it. Practice is all, and it fignifies little what we 
know if this is wanting. No intellectual talents or 
accompliſhments are of any ſervice to thoſe who poſ- 
teſs them, unleſs they render them better than other 
men. It 1s the ſubſerviency of wit and learning to 
virtue thit makes them indeed ornaments and bleſlings. 
Knowledge that is not attended with correſpondent 
practice defeats its own intention. It becomes maimed, 
vain, and unprofitable. We may ſhine and make a 
great noiſe, but we are ſtill deſtitute of all real _ 
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One good diſpoſition in the ſoul is infinitely preferable 
to the fineſt parts, or the moſt brilliant wit. Que 
virtue in the heart is more valuable than a million of 
truths floating in the head, or any, even the maſt ex- 
cellent arts and ſciences with which the underſtanding 
can be ſtocked, 

We are too apt to be dazzled with the luſtre of great 
talents, and to ſet an undue value on wit and genius. 
But the endowments of the head deſerve no admiration 
compared with thoſe of the heart. Virtue is the one 
thing that is truly and invariably great and admirable, 
and to this chiefly all other qualities owe their excel- 
lence, There is indeed an excellence in knowledge, 
but it is founded pringpally on its connection with 
practice. There is a greatneſs in it; but, when ſe- 
parated from a virtuous character, it is nothing but the 
1 of a demon. It is important and valuable; 

ut the importance of it conſiſts in its furniſhing us 
with greater means and powers of, uſefulneſs. Some 
degree of knowledge 1s abſolutely neceffary to the prac 
tice of virtue, and the more any one has of it, the 
more he is capable of the improvement and happineſs 
connected with virtue. For this reaſon, it may be con- 
ſidered as the foundation of all the dignity of a rational 
creature, and conſequently it muſt be our duty to en- 
quire as much of it as we can. But ftill we ſhould re- 
member, that it is the uſe we make of it, or the ſuper- 
ſtructure we raiſe upon it, that muſt render it an advan- 
tage and a bleſſing. It will render us more honourable 
or more deformed, juft as we apply it ; and the loweſt 
degree of it, when. attended with ſuitable practice, 
will turn to infinitely more account than the higheſt de- 

ree of it when applied to vicious purpoſes. It is un- 
peakably better to be the ſillieſt creature upon earth, 
and at the ſame time virtuouſly diſpoſed, than to be 
the fineſt wit, or the firſt ſcholar in the world, and at 
the fame time time proud, il}-natured or envious, 

Knowledge, when ſeparated from right practice, is 
not only unprofitable, but even hurtful and pernicious. 


It only aggravates guilt, and makes us more vile and 
| deteſtable. 
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deteſtable. Inſtead of contributing to our happineſs, 
it becomes a nuſance and a curſe, and will fink us 
deeper into ruin. If a man of an improved under- 
ſtanding is mean, or falſe, or covetous, he is ſo much 
the more baſe and hateful. 'Thoſe who are above vul- 
gar errors and prejudices, ought alſo to be above vulgar 
paſſions and vices, and if they are not, they are more 
contemptible than mechanics or beggars, 

I have a few more thoughts to ſend you on the ſame 
fubjeft, but muſt delay fr a few days, In the mean 
time I am 


Your ſincere well-wiſher. 


LETTER CVIII. 
The Clergyman's ſecond letter on the ſame important ſubject. 


Dear Sir, 


c 1 Concluded my laſt with a promiſe of ſending you a 
few more thoughts on the ſame important ſubje&, as 
a part of that duty I owe to you and your family. 

There 1s always an inconſiſtency in moral evil when 
Joined to ſuperior knowledge, which increaſes its odiouſ- 
neſs and demerit. The more a perſon knows, the more 
he muſt ſee of the importance of righteouſneſs; and, 
therefore, the more inexcuſeable if he deviates from it. 
Such a perſon muſt be more depraved, and he muſt ex- 
poſe himſelf to a more ſevere puniſhment, in proportion 
as he ſins more againſt light and conviction. Every man 
will find that the want of reaſon is much better than reaſon 
abuſed ; and to live and die the pooreſt ideot, is more 
defirable than to poſſeſs knowledge, without applying 
it to the practice of virtue. 

How great and honourable are thoſe, who are as 
much diſtinguiſhed by the excellence of their lives, and 
ſweetneſs of their tempers, as by the brightneſs of their 
parts and the ſuperiority of their underſtanding. Wha: 
an honour and. dignity knowledge, when attended 
with virtuous practices, beſtows on a — As 
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there is nothing more monſtrous than a bad heart joined 
to a head adorned with knowledge, ſo there is nothing 
more excellent than the contrary. A life regulated by 

iety and virtue, united to an underſtanding improved 
by {cience, ſuperior talents of judgment and learning, 
directed by candour, benevolence and goodneſs ; this 
includes all that is noble and reſpectable in a character. 

Practice united to knowledge capacitates particularly 
for uſefulneſs in the world. There is no ſuch ornament 
to religion, as the man who employs his knowlegde to 
do good, and lives agreeably to the light and dictates of 
a well informed judgment ; ſuch a perſon has the great- 
eſt ſatisfa&ion within himſelf : he has in his own mind 
an inexhauſtable fund of joy and pleaſure : he 1s free 
from thoſe reproaches of conſcience by which thoſe who 
know what is right without doing it mult be tormented, 
A perſon whoſe actions are at variance with his judg- 
ment, muſt be the ſeat of conſtant tumult and vexation. 
The juſter his ſent ments are, the more extenſive his 
knowledge; ſo much the more muſt he be the object of 
his own abhorrence. But a perſon who has an enlight- 
ened mind, and at the ſame time acts uprightly, and is 
conſcious of obeying the dictates of his reaſon, is the 
more happy in proportion as he ſees more of the light 
of truth, and is better inſtructed in his duty. 

You ſee, Sir, what ſtrong motives we have to endea- 
vour to accompany our knowledge with practice. I have 
already told you that knowledge without practice is 
much worſe than vain and inſignificant. It 15 a bane 
and a curſe: it renders thoſe who poſſeſs it more deſpi- 
cable and vile : it encreaſes guilt, and will inflame our 
ſuture reckoning, and ſink us into the greateſt miſery. 
Let theſe arguments, my dear Sir, teach you to apply 
your learning above all things to practice ; we * 
indeed to — to encreaſe our knowledge. 
properly improved is very deſirable and important; 

ut I am ſhewing you a more excellent way. 

Defire knowledge, but deſire it in order to practice. 
Deſire knowledge, but turn your main zeal towards real 
goodneſs, *Ti1s this alone can render you lovely _ 

rei- 
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reſpoctahle. It is this alone that can fave you from fu- 
ture cendemination, and bring you to everlaſting hap- 
pinels, The practice of virtue is the proper buſineſs of 
lite: it was for this we were ſtationed in the preſent 
world, and not ſo much for any of the purpoſes of ſpe- 
culation and literary improvement. The only ſcience 
worth purſuing with anxiety, is that which leads to the 
amendment of the heart, and helps us to eſtabliſh our 
fouls in purity and tranquillity. 

If God gives us knowledge enough for this, we need 
not be very forry for our 1gnorance in other reſpects. It 
is without doubt extremely deſirable to be poſſeſſed of 
knowledge; nor can any perſon of liberal ſentiments 
avoid wiſhing, he was better ſatisfied than he is on many 
points of ſpeculation. A thirit after 3 is a 
noble and excellent principle; and we cannot cheriſh it 
too much, if we take care to keep it in a proper ſubor- 
dination to a thirſt after moral improvement. We 
thould, however, always remember that in the preſent 
world we cannot hope to have this principle gratified. 
He that applies himſelf now to the practice of moral 
virtue, ſhall have have all the knowledge he wiſhes for 
in another ſtate; but he that neglects this now, and 
whoſe knowledge leaves him a flave to brutal paſſions, 
is more v/retched than can be imagined ; he muſt fall 
a ſacrifice to divine juſtice, and his knowledge end in 
thame and ruin. 

It is but little we are capable of knowing in this life: 
we are at preſent neceſſarily in a ſtate of great ignorance: 
we are obliged to content ourſelves in numberleſs in- 
ſtances, with conjectures inſtead of knowledge, and to 
fit down in doubt and darkneſs with reſpect to ſubjects, 
which we cannot help longing to be better acquainted 
with. Would you acquire real knowledge? Would 
you have all your preſent doubts reſolved? Would yon 
become acquainted with the conſtitution of nature, the 
| wiſdom, providence and the wonders of the creation? 
Would you exchange this ſtate of darkneſs and igno- 
rance, for the regions of light and glory? Then apply 

Wer yourſclt,, 
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yourſelf to the practice of righteouſneſs. Be virtuous 
now, and you ſhall be happy hereafter. 


I am, dear Sir, 


Your ſincere friend. 


— 


1RTT RN 


The Young Gentleman's Anſwer, 


EN thouſand thanks to my worthy tutor, and 
ſecond parent, for his kind inſtructions. You 
firit taught me to form a prayer, and now you have in- 
ſtructed me how to reduce my knowledge to practice. 
Your letter came to me at a very ſeaſonable juncture; J 
had been converſing with ſome of my fellow ſtudents con- 
cerning the utility of ſtudying hiſtory. One repreſent- 
ed it as dull and inſipid; another as only ſuited for an 
idle perſon who was ſo mean as to deſpiſe the Beau 
Monde. For my own. part, 1 am very diffident in decid- 
ing dogmatically on an affair of any importance either 
real or apparent. But as Ll would not chuſe to ſpend my 
time in idleneſs, ſo neither would I neglect any oppor- 
tunity of —— the knowledge of ſuch ſciences as 
can either enlarge the powers of the human mind, or be- 
come uſeful in common life. I know that we are liable 
to be ſwayed by a great number of prejudices, and be-. 
ing well convinced of the depravity of human nature, 
Lam glad to ſeek for inſtruction wherever I can find it, 
but much more ſo from you. I ſhall therefore trouble 
you with the following queries, viz. 
I. Is the ſtudy of hiſtory neceſſary, and if fo, what 
are the the benefits ariſing from it? | 
I. Whether it is molt proper to begin with the Sacred, 
the Greek, or Roman hiſtories, or thoſe of our own. 
country. 
III. Is biegraphy a part of hiſtory, or what are its 
concomitants ? | | - 
As 
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As your knowledge can only be exceeded by your hu- 
manity, I doubt not but you will favour me with your 
anſwers to the above, and I do aſſure you I ſhall abide 
by your directions. Let me alſo beg that you will be 
pleaſed to mention in your next, which are the molt 
proper authors to be peruſed in the above ftudies. There 
are ſuch a variety of writers, that the utmoſt extent of 
human life will not admit of time to peruſe them. In 
ſuch a wilderneſs, it is no wonder if I look for a guide. 
Your i#/e dixit ſnall, on all occaſions, be the rule of 
my conduct, and ſo far as I obtain your approbation, I 
ſhall conſider myſelf in the way of duty. 


L am, Sir, 
Yours with gratitude, &c. 


LETTER CX. 


My dear Sir, 
Received your letter and am glad that I am in-ſome 
meaſure able to comply with your requeſt, m 
ſpent many years in the ſtudy of hiſtory. To attend. 
unto the events of providence, to watch the ſtream of 
time, and obſerve: its various revolutions, is an exer- 
Ciſe as uſeful as it is pleaſing. If we neglect it, we 


| loſe the nobleſt employment of the human underitand- 


ing, we light the beſt friend of virtue, and deſpiſe the 
moſt faithful advocate for the wiſdom and 3 of 
God. Hiſtory preſents us with a view of the conduct 
of our fellow creatures in every age and nation. By it 
we are led into the ſecrets of princes thouſands of years. 
ago; we learn what were the cauſes that the once fa- 
mous Perſian empire became ſo eaſy a prey to a hand- 
ful of Greeks under the command of that illuſtrious 
murderer Alexander; and why Julius Cæſar, a ſervant 
of the republic of Rome ſhould be able to trample on 
the rights of his fellow citizens. But above all, by 
tracing effects up to their original cauſes, we ſee and 
are convinced of the wiſdom, equity and beauty 4 the 

| vine 
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divine Providence, and with the patriarch of old ſay, 
„ This hath God done.” For example, when we 
conſider that the effets of the Grecian conqueſts in 
Aſia diffuſed amongſt thoſe people the knowledge of 
the Greek language, and the Roman conqueſts on the 
other hand made the Latin as well known. At firſt 
ſight this may appear a trifling obſervation 3 but in 
reality it was attended with very beneficial conſequences 
to mankind. At the time of Chriſt's appearance the 
Roman empire extended over the greateſt part of the 
then known world; and abſtracting from a few dialects, 
the greateſt and moſt general body of the people ſpake 
only two languages. This in a great meaſure facili- 
tated the propagation of chriſtianity, and the glad 
tidings of the goſpel was heard through all lands. flit. 
tory, like every other ſcience, becomes uſeful accord- 
ing to the manner in which we read it. A chronolo- 
gical ſeries of facts may ſatisfy an idle curioſity, but 
the thinking perſon will deduce rational inferences from 
every material occurrence. A bare narrative of facts 
are like the materials uſed in building, but it 1s only 
the ſkilful architect who can compleat the edifice, 
The mind may be ſtored with facts while it is 
altogether uninformed. Voltaire has juſtly obſerved, 
that it is of little concern to us when a tyrant was ſlain 
by his injured ſubjects, and a revolution happened, un- 
leſs we learn at the ſame time what were the cauſes from 
which thoſe effects flowed ? There are three ways in 
which hiſtory ought always to be read, viz. Firſt in a 
ſhort abſtract. Second in a more inlarged manner, and 
laſtly in a judicious abridgment to refreſh the memory. 
Hiſtory has likewiſe three inſeparable compamions, 


chronology, geogra hy, and 1 
e hag 


marks out to us es of our journey ; geography 
points out to us the bounds of the country through 
which we are travelling, and logic enables us to form 
a right judgment of men and their actions. There is 
not any body of men, to whom hiſtory is not uſeful. 
Would you enter into the church, you will find it 


abſolutely neceſſary. For how ſhould they be able 
to 
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to underſtand the different hereſies, or the caufes whicte 
produced them, unleſs they are well acquainted with- 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory both antient and modern. 

The phyſician cannot underſtand the nature of that 
ſeience which he profeſſes, unleſs he is converſant with 
hiſtory; and it is well known that law is inſeparably 
connected with it, The ſenator can never diſcharge his. 
duty as the repreſentative of the people, unleſs he 
knows the hiſtory, laws and conſtitution of the country 
wherein he lives. By it the ſoldier is fired with emu- 
lation when he reflects on the characters of Xenophon 
and Epaminondes, and would wiſh in ſome meaſure to 
ſhare of their glory. Theſe are a few of the advan- 
tages arifing from the ſtudy of hiſtory, and this I hope 
may ſerve as an anſwer to your firſt query. I ſhall 
conſider the other two in my next, and am 


Your ſincere Friend. 


7 
"VE. n 


— — — * — * 


LETTER CXL. . 
From the ſame. 


# 


Dear Sir, | 

Come now to conſider your ſecond queſtion, namel: 

Whether we ſhould begin the ſtudy of hiſtory by 
reading the ſacred oracles, opfthe records of our own 
country ? I anſwer, that it is one thing to read hiſtory ; 
another to ſtudy it. It is well known that we are made 
acquainted with the contents of our Bible, before we 
are able to judge for ourſelves. It is one of the firſt 
books put into our hands, and indeed all that is au- 
thenitic in ſacred hiſtory is to be met with in that book. 
I ſhall not heſitate one moment in declaring that you 
ought to begin the ſtudy of hiſtory with that of your 
own country, How foolfh muſt that gentleman ap- 
pear, who —_ made the tour of Europe, and ac- 
quired a — nowledge of the laws- and conſtitu- 
tons of foreign nations, returns home ignorant of his 
©? . own. 
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own. It is like one who is maſter of all knowledge, 
but at the ſame time ignorant of himſelf. On a ſub- 
je& of ſo much importance I intend to be as explicit as 
poſſible, and whilſt I am recommending the hiſtory of 
your own country, I ſhall lay down the ſame plan 
which I followed when engaged in that delightful ſtudy ; 

and not only that but even hiſtory in general. Britain 
will make a very diſtinguiſhing figure in the anngls of 
time, as long as human literature is cultivated in the 
world. There is not one action celebrated amongſt 
the Greeks or Romans that remains unequalled in Bri- 
tain; and whilſt we admire the diſintereſtedneſs of 
Themiſtocles, the humanity of Epaminondes, the wiſ- 
dom of Numma Pompilius, and the valour of Cæſar, 
we find them all equalled in CaraQacus, Alfred, Tal- 
bot, and Marlborough, befides thouſands more. There 
is not an art or ſcience which was known to the an- 
tients that has not been carried to its higheſt perfection 
in England; and the laws, thofe facred ſecurities of 
lives and properties, are a thouſand times ſuperior to 
any ſyſtem ever deviſed by the Greeks or Romans. 

The hiſtory of Britain is naturally divided into the 
following parts. 1. Its ſtate at the arrival of Julius 
Cæſar, and the different improvements made here 
whilſt we were ſubject to the Roman. In this period 
we are to be ſolely directed by the claſſic authors, as 
the moſt antient Britiſh writer is Gildas, who lived at 
the time the Romans left this iſland. Here we cannot 
help reflecting on the havock made by time of antient 
monuments. Without doubt there were many valuable 
writers in Britain during that period, but they have 
been long irrecoverably ſoft. 

2. Under the Saxons, until the arrival of William 
the Norman. This is a very important period, as the 
fundamental principles of our conſtitution were then 
firſt formed, which, to uſe the words of a noble author, 
is the glory of this, and the envy of all other Eu- 
*© ropean nations.” We are happy in a variety of 
writers during this period ; even the great Alfred _ 

bo 
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ſelf was one ; but they may all be ſummed up in the 
Saxon chronicle. ; e 

3. From the Norman conqueſt till the firſt union of 
both kingdoms under James I, Here we find the con- 
ſtitution underwent a variety of changes. There was a 
continual ſtruggle betwixt tyranny on the one hand, 
and a predominant love of liberty on the other. Many 
of our princes endeavoured to.trample on thoſe laws by 
which their conduct was bounded ; but their deſigns 
were happily fruſtrated, and they generally periſhed in 
the attempt. In this period we find popery raiſed to its 
utmoſt height, and by a wonderſul interpoſition of dir 
vine Providence the whole fabrick is thrown down, 
and chriſtianity reſtored to its primitive purity. The 
darkneſs which had fo long overſpread the human mind 
was gradually diſpelled by the invention of printing, 
and the arts and ſciences brought to a perfection un- 
known to the antients. 
4. From the acceſſion of James I. to the preſent 
time. 3 | 

The nearer we approach to the times wherein we 
hve, hiſtory becomes ſo much the more important. In 
the ſtudy of antient hiſtory we often wander in the: 
dark, without even moon-light to guide us ; we are 
bewildered in uncertainty, and ſcarce know how to 
form rational conjectures; but as we approach nearer 
to our times, light breaks in upon us, and we ſee things 
in their genuine colours. Such is the preſent period I 
am now writing of. It is full of great events, and 
22 to be well attended to by every one who would 
deſire to make a proper uſe of hiſtory, yea by every 
freeborn ſubje& in Britain. In this period we find the 
ſame ſtruggle for liberty, in oppoſition to the deſigns of 
weak infatuated princes, One king is brought to the 
ſcaffold by his own ſubje&s, and another is-driven from 
the ſeat of ſovereignty, and forced to ſeek refuge in 
another nation. | 144 

There is ſomething very remarkable in the care 
which Providence has always had of Britiſh. liberty. 
The neighbouring nations around us were once as free 

| as 
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2s ourſelves, but they have gradually become flaves to 
deſpotic tyrants. Whereas every attempt to overthrow 
the laws of England, has proved fatal te all concerned 
in it, and Fas, ro has been even inlarged in conſe- 
quence of the plots laid for its deſtrution. Theſe are 
only a few of the outlines of this important period. 
To deſcend to particulars I muſt refer you to the hiſtory 
itſelf. The hiſtories of England have of late years 
been ſo multiplied, that the term of human life is not 
ſufficient to go over them. You will have occaſion to 
peruſe ſeveral, but the beſt I know is Mountague's.* 
In my next I ſhall finiſh the plan which I have laid 
_ for your ſtudying the hiſtory of other nations, 
and am, 


' Your ſincere Friend. 


—— — — — 


—_ 
— — — 


LETTER CAI. 
Dear Sir, 


wW ITHOUT conſidering your queſtion concern- 
ing biography, I ſhall go on with the plan pro- 
2 I mean the hiſtory of other nations. After you 
ave proceeded in the manner I have already pointed 

out, and acquired a tolerable knowledge of your own 
country, I would adviſe to begin with the moſt antient, 
I mean the Jews. This is a very important ſubject, as 
to them were the oracles of God commitred, It is 
true, that the moſt authentic part of their hiſtory is 
to be found in the Old Teſtament ; but great lights are 
thrown on the more obſcure ages by Joſephus. 
Having proceeded ſo far, it will be neceſſary to peruſe 
the whole in one continued narrative, where the hiſtory 
is preſented to you in one continued ſeries of facts. 
And here I am happy in having it in my power to re- 
commend 


es 


* Mountague's Hiſtory of England, printed for J. Cooxz in 
2 — with tot one Runs — 41. cop 

ates. It is elegantly written, and a true ſpirit of li 
through the whole. 
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commend to your peruſal one of the beſt books on that 
ſubject, I mean Fleetwood's + Hiſtory of the Bible. 

In reading the hiſtory of antient Greece you will be 
led into eee that of the Perſians. Greek 
writcrs are models for all ſucceeding ages to copy after ; 
they may be imitated but cannot be excelled, Thus 
whilſt you are peruſing Xnephon, you will be naturally 
led to love the ſubject, by the juſtneſs of ſentiment, 
and elegance of expreſſion uſed by that celebrated au- 
thor. After the peruſal of the Greek hiſtorians ſingly, 
it will be neceſſary to read over a ſummary of them, to 
form a clear idea of the ſubject. Rollin's antient hiſ- 

tory is the beſt book I know on that ſubject. | 
The next in order of time is that of the Romans. 
This is a very important ſubject, and ought to be at- 
tended to with the greateſt care. The human mind 
will always be filled with admiration on reading the Ro- 
man hiſtory. It is full of as great events as ever hap- 
pened on the theatre of this world. Here we fee a 
band of lawleſs robbers, aſſembling together in a wood 
on the banks of the Tiber, and after raviſhing their 
neighbours daughters, gradually extending their con- 
ueſts over the ſtates around them. The great repub- 
ſie of Carthage is obliged to ſubmit to their yoke. 
They extend their conqueſts to the eaſt as far as Ara- 
bia; to the ſouth into the deſarts of Lybia, and north- 
ward into the middle of Britain. They were at laſt fo 
filled with pride as to boaſt that the ſun roſe and ſet in 
their dominions. But there is nothing permanent in 
this world; or as the poet ſays, All human things 
are ſubject to decay.” The ſame enormous empire 
wich had been ſo long in forming, is ſwallowed up in 
its own greatneſs, and for ſome ages paſt nothing has 
been left of it but the name. Ihe body became too 
unweildy 


— — 
4 


* Fleetwood's Hiſtory of the Bible, publiſhed by J. Coors in 
"Pater-nofter-row,” is one of the beſt works of the preſent age, and 
does equal honour to religion and. learning. The moſt. Jearned 
will be benefited by peruſing it, while at the ſame time it is ſuited 
to the meaneſt capacities. The above work, with the ſame author's 
Life of Chriſt, form a compleat ſyſtem of ſacred hiſtory, adorned 
with elegant copper-plates, 
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unweildy for the head, and thoſe barbarians:whom-the 


Romans had never been able to ſubdue-poured in upon 
them, and ſeized their territories; which they had long 
ruled with a rod of iron. But this did not happen ti 
they had fulſilled the deſigus of Providence, and per- 
formed what the all-wiſe governon of the world had 
appointed. This is beautifully expreſſed by the pro- 
phet Daniel, when he repreſenis the great king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ſaying, ** He doeth according to his will 
in the armies of Heaven, and amongſt the inhabi- 
4 tants of the earth, and none can ſtay his hand.“ 
After you have peruſed the Roman claſſies, you will be 
greatly aſſiſted by reading Mr. Hook, and Dr. Gold- 
{imith's hiſtorics of that celebrated republic. 5 

The next part of hiſtory which claims your atten- 
tion is the conſtitution, manners, and laws of thoſe 
nations who overthrew the Roman empire, and eſta- 
bliſhed ſovereignties-on its ruins. This is à wide field 
for ſpeculation, as it naturally leads us to the tknow- 
ledge of our own ͤmoſt excellent conſtitution, Under 
this head it will be neceſſary to enquire into the origin 
of teudal tenures, as there is no poſſibility of uuder- 
ſtanding the modern hiſtory of Europe otherwiſe, Hav- 
ing proceeded to the latter end of the fiſtwenth century, 
a new ſcene preſents itſelf to your conſideration; I 
mean the diſcovery of America. That vaſt tract of 
land, unknown to the antients, has made no ſmall 
houre in the hiſtory of our on times, and, in all pro- 
bability, will at laſt become more powerful than the 
Roman empire when in its greateſt glory. 

In order to form a right notion of America, it will 
be neceſſary to conſider the ſtate of navigation before 


Columbus lived. "We find” the Portugueſe extending 


their commerce and conqueſts beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope; but {till they had no notion of there be- 
ing ſuch a vaſt continent to the weſt of the atlantic 
ocean. In forming a right judgment of thoſe” things 
it will be neceſſary to peruſe, the beſt authors of voy- 
ages, &c. But indeed theſe are multiplied to ſuch:a 
number, that like the hiſtory of England, the _ of 

* uman 


_ 
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humam life is not long enough to go over them. For 
that reaſon you muſt have recourſe to a judicious col- 


lection, where every thing neceſſary to be known is in- 
ſerted ; the lateſt and beſt that I know of is Drake's, 


and I heartily recommend it to your peruſal. There 
you will find the progreſs of navigation and commerce 
from the moſt early period down to the preſent time ; 
together with the advantages ariſing from the colonies 
to the mother country. | 

Laſt of all concernin biography. I anſwer, that it 
1s a part of hiſtory, and likewiſe ought to be ſtudied ; 
but not till you have read the accounts of nations in 
general. General hiſtory preſents us with a view of 
the public conduct of great men. Biography leads us 
into the ſecret ſprings of action. The one preſents us 
with a repreſentation of things in general, the other 
leads us into a minute detail of particulars. Thus, 
Sir, I have laid before you the ſame plan which I uſed 
myſelf when I firſt undertook the ſtudy of hiſtory. I 
do not pretend to infallibility, but I think I may ſafely 
affirm, that the perſon who proceeds according to the 
above method, will find it as beneficial as any yet 
pointed out, by the moſt learned in either antient or 
modern times. I ſhall leave the whole to your conſi- 
deration, and doubt not but you will improve it to 


your own advantage. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate well-wiſher. 


LETTER 


— 


* Drake's Voyages, publiſhed by J. Coort in Pater - noſter- 
row, is a moſt judicious collection of all that is worth notice in 
the beſt writers on that ſubject, beſides a variety of curious anec- 
dotes, communicated to the editor by perſons of no mean rank, 
who were themſelves on the ſpot. _ To impreſs the reader with a 
friking idea of what he reads, the moſt important incidents are eu- 
riouſly engraved on copper plates, ACE an 
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LETTER CxXIII. 


From a young Weimar to à Lady with whom ſhe had 
formerly lived as a Companion. | 


Madam, . 

= E precipitate manner in which I left your fa- 

mily, may ſeem inconſiſtent with the great ten- 
derneſs you always treated me with, 'To remove there- 
fore every imputation of ingratitude, I embrace this 
firſt opportunity of appearing in my own vindication, 
although for your ſake I am ſorry to deſcend to parti- 
culars, eſpecially to mention names. But repu- 
tation, which is dearer to me than life itſelf, is at 
ſtake, and as a woman I doubt not but you will bear 
with me. | 

When [I firſt came into your ſervice I was determined 
to act in ſuch a manner as not to give any offence to 
the meaneſt of your domeſticks ; well knowing that 
* nature and affability always procures reſpect; and 

appeal to every perſon in your family, whether my 
conduct was not conſiſtent with my plan. In this man- 
ner I remained, enjoying an uninterrupted ſtate of 
felicity for ſome time. I obeyed your commands with 
alacrity ; and even ſervitude became a pleaſure, But 
this was too happy a ſtate to laſt long without inter- 
ruption. But I ſcarce know how to proceed. Whilſt 
I am vindicating my own conduct to my moſt generous 
benefaQreſs, I am obliged to impeach that of her dear- 
eſt and moſt beloved relation. 

When your ſon Sir George returned from the uni- 
verſity, where he had been finiſhing his ſtudies, I had 
no thoughts that he would ever have made an attempt 
on my virtue, But alas! I was wretchedly deceived. 
_ only been a few ys 0 home, when he laid 

old of every o unity of being in my company, 
At firſt I tid Bc, 7 8 4 notice, — I had * the. leaſt 
ſuſpicion of his intentions. But I was ſoon convineed 
of my error, when he told me, that in conſequence of 
my proſtituting myſelf to his unlawful — he 
N G6 would 
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would make me a handſome ſettlement. This, madam, 
was a ſtrong temptation, but bleſſed be God who pre- 
ſerved. me. innocent. You have often told me, that 
young women ought to flee from every appearance of 
fin ; and if ſo, How great was my neceſſity of avoid- 
ing the evil? Had J laid ſnares to intrap your ſon for 
a huſband; it' might have deſtroyed your own' peace of 
mind, and been conſidered as a diſhonour to your fa- 
mily. Had I ſubmitted to his unlawful deſires I ſhould 
have forfeited every title to reſpect in the world, and 
highly offended that God who has graciouſly preſerved 
me hitherto. He became more and more aſiduous, till 
for his, for your's, and for my own ſake, I was obliged 
to retire in as ſilent a manner as poſſible. I am now at 
: the houſe of a diſtant relation in Milbank, who takes 
| in plain work, where | hope your ladyſhip will be 
pleaſed to ſend my cloaths. With reſpect to wages, 
you know I always left that to your own diſcretion, 
and your humanity exceeded my utmoſt expectations. 
Therefore I again leave that matter to yourſelf, Let 
me beg that if you mention this unhappy affair to the 
young gentleman, it may be with your uſual tenderneſs, 
I would willingly impute his folly to the irregularities 
of youthful = ay rather than to any premeditated 
ſcheme, Ard I doubt not when reaſon reaſſumes her 
throne in his heart, he will be ſorry that ever he at- 
tempted to ruin one who was ſcarce worthy. of his 
notice, , 
3 am, Madam, Sy 4 | 
| With gratitude and reipect, 
affectionate well-wiſher. 


3. — .& — —_ 2 
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LETTER CXIV. 
The Lady's Anſwer. 


Dear Betty, © 
HILS'T I lament the conduct of my unhappy 
child, I lit up my eyes with thankfulneſs to 


that gracious Being who has preſerved you from _ 
ou 


— 
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You was left an orphan under my care, and when 1 
firſt took you into my family, it was with a deſign to 
promote your intereſt. Bleſſed be God, that the pre- 
cepts which I endeavoured to inſtil into your tender 
mind, has ſo far operated on your conduct. Your 
behaviour in that unhappy affair ought to be laid 
down as a pattern for all young women to copy after ;_ 
if they regard either their reputation or peace of mind : 
if they would either be reſpected in this world, or 
enjoy happineſs in the next. I have juſt been _— 
your letter to my ſon, and he was filled with the utmo 
ſhame and confuſion. The truth of your narrative 
forced his conſcience to make a genuine confeſſion of 
his guilt ; and unleſs I judge with the partiality of a 
mother, he is really a fincere penitent. I laid open to 
hiri the nature of his crime, and its aggravating cir- 
cumſtances ariſing from the obligations which his ele- 
vated rank ſubjected him, to be an example of virtue to 
thoſe in a lower ſphere of life, I told him that how- - 
ever trifling ſuch actions might appear in the eyes of 
his leſs companions, yet there was a God who be- 
held his inmoſt thoughts, and would reward or puniſſi 
him according to his merits. He declares himſelf fully 
ſenfible of his folly, and ſays he is determined never to 
attempt any ſuch thing for the future, The bearer 
will deliver your cloaths, her with a bank bill of 
an hundred pounds, Be aſſured of my conſtant aſſiſt- 
ance, and may that God who has preſerved you in ſuch 
imminent danger, be your continual comfort in time 
and eter nity, N f 5 


I am, | 
| Your ſincere well-wiſhcr. 
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LETTER CXV, 


From a Gentleman on his Travels abroad to his Friend in 
London, on arbitrary Power, and popiſh Superſtition. 


Shea Naples, January 1771. 
Dear Sir, TY 7 77 


1 T is now above two years ſince I left England, and 
| if I have not been pleaſed I had at leaſt many op- 

portunities of acquiring knowledge. You know when 
ue parted I told you my principal deſign was to enquire 
whether the ſubjects of thoſe countries through which 
I was to paſs were more happy in reſpec to their lives, 
and enjoyment of their property, than thoſe of Great- 
Britain ? Or ſecond, w — virtue was more conſpi- 
cuous in the conduct of thoſe people than in our own 
at home. With reſpect to the firit I need not heſitate 
one moment in declaring, that the meaneſt ſubject in 
England, or any part of the Britiſh dominions, enjoys 
more real liberty than a Spaniſh grandee, or a peer of 
France, But what I have chiefly in view, is the caſe 
of the middling and lower ranks of people, 

You are well acquainted with the forms of proceſs in 
the Engliſh courts, both in criminal and civil cauſes. 
All matters of law are determined in open court by the 
judges, who are reſponſible. for their conduct to the 
people; and all facts are determined by the verdict of 
twelve men, ſtrangers to both parties, and hindered 
trom ſpeaking with any perſon during the trial. How 
different is = caſe here and in the other countries 
through which I have travelled. When a perſon is in- 
jured in his property he commences a ſuit at a great ex- 
pence, and after a long train of pleadings on both ſides, 
the determination both of law and fact is left to tke 
judge, who may poſſibly be biafſed in favour of one 
party, or which is ſtill worſe, may be corrupted. - But 
in cc; minal proſecutions the unhappy defendant labours 
under ſtill more deplorable circumſtances. When a 
man is apprehended on ſuſpicion of murder, or an 


other capital offence, he is immediately ſhut up a cloſe 
| | priſoner, 
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priſoner, and the witneſſes againſt him are examined 
not viva voce, but perhaps a mile diſtant, and their 
evidence written at large in a journal kept for the pur- 
poſe. All this is done, and even the judgment agreed 
on by the court whilft the priſoner is confined in a dun- 
geon. The witneſſes are ordered to attend on another 
day, when the priſoner is brought into court; the evi- 
dence is read to him, and thus for the firſt time he 
knows who are his accuſers. He is then aſked if he is 
guilty of the facts ſworn againſt him: If he confeſſes 
he receives judgment of death; but if he demes the 
whole or any part, he is immediately put to the tor- 
ture, where perhaps by the extremity of pain he ma 

be forced to confeſs crimes he never committed, and at 
terwards ſuffer death. . Again, the property of indivi- 
duals may be ſeized by an arbitrary tyrant, to reward 
the iniquity of à favourite, or gratify the ambition of 
a miſtreſs. Happy England, where. the cottager is as 


ſecure in the enjoyment of the fruits of his honeſt in- 


duſtry, as the prince in the poſſeſſion of his revenues 
on the throne ! 

I come. now to ſpeak of their religion, which tri. 
umphs with as much rigour over the mind and con- 
ſcience, as the civil power does over the body, Reli- 
gion has been juſtly defined, ©** A dedication pf the 
+ whole man to the will of God.” But popery, fo 
lar. from anſwering. the above deſcription, ſeems to be 
a {laviſh ſubmiſſion to the dictates of idle uſeleſs paieſts, 
who rule the conſciences of the vulgar, and bend them 
to whatever purpoſe they pleaſe. And indeed there is 
no great wonder, as auricular confeſſion puts them in 
poſleſſion of every family ſecret in their pariſhes. But 
as there are gentlemen of great learning in thoſe coun- 
tries, it may be enquired, How is it poſſible for them 
to believe ſuch abſurdities ? I anſwer, they do not bc- 
lieve them; they are Deiſts in ſentiment, and look on 
Ul religion as a cheat, although to enjoy the protection 
of government they comply with the external profeſ- 
hon, and keep their ſentiments confined in their own 
breaſts, From the above true compariſon between the 
civil and religious ſtate — popiſh countries, and * 

3 ED. 
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of England, what native of Britain would chuſe to re- 
ſide in the former. I am already ſufficiently tired with 
the ſight of their ſollies. The accounts which you 
have read of the Inquiſition are far from being exag- 
rated.“ I intend to return in an Engliſh veſſel bound 

or Marſeilles, and from thence haſten to England. 
I. ſhall * N letter from you, to be leſt with my 


banker at Parie, and remain 


Yours affectionately. 


8 — 1 W 8 ah — _ 


LETTER CXVI. 
| His F riend 4 Anfauer. 
My dear Friend, 83 | 
V OUR account of the civil and religious tyranny 
9 under which the people groan in foreign nations, 
together with the pragreſs of deiſm, exhibits to our 
view a melancholy pikare of human nature, Your 
deſcription reminds me of that beautiful paſſage in Ad- 
diſon's letters from Italy, where he fays, | 
They ſtarve in midſt of nature's bon! curſt, 
And in the Joaded vineyard die for thirft. - 


Theſe people once enjoyed the ſame privileges as our- 
ſeives, 11 boffibly that time may not hehe diftant 
when we may be as abject ſlaves as they. However 
4i.zgreeable Bens things may have been to you on —=— 
travels, yet I congratulate yon on the 22 — be 
ing abſent from England in theſe times of public divi- 
fions. Never was our Saviour's words more plainly _ 


* popiſh Cruelty is finely diffhyed in an excellent work pub- 
'Jiſhed by J. Coor t in Pater-noſter-row, intituted, England't 
| bloady Tribunal. By the Rev. Matthew Taylor, D. D. It con- 
tains an accurate and elegant narrative of the ſufferiags of the pro- 

_ teſtants from the unrelenting cruelty of the papiſts, and embelliſhed 
with curious copper plates repreſenting the different tortures 0 
thoſe holy m rtyrs. : 
5 ; 
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fied in this country than at preſent, when there is ſcarce 
one family, wherein the moſt violent diſſenſions have 
not happened. An author of no mean rank has aſ- 
ſerted, that if ever Engliſh liberty is deſtroyed, it muſt 
ariſe from the- le themſelves ; and, that if ever 
the people 1 jealous of the conduct of 
their repreſentatives in parliament, and thoſe jealouſies 
are well founded, they will ſoon throw themſelves into 
the arms of arbitrary power, . 


Fhey Il fly from petty-tyrants to the throne. 


Virtue and -unanimity have at all times preſerved li- 
berty ; vice and diſcord has always procured its ruin, 
At preſent there is an univerſal diſcòntent among Wire 
tenths of the people. The mijority 6f the people, 
not only complain of the conduct of the miniſtry, but 
have even gone ſo far as to impeach the conduct of the 
houſe of commons. ' Theſe complaints are at preſent 
carried to au extraordinary height, and where they will 
end God only knows. For my own „ often re- 
fle& on it with ſorrow, as T am afraid it muſt at laſt 

rove fatal to our excellent conftitution, and involve. us 


in 1 miſeries to which the people of other nations 
If T go into a coffee -houſe, the firſt thing I hear is a 


olitical diſpute concerning the conduct of the miniſtry ; 
when I happen to be invited to dine at the houſe of 
a friend, all ſocial converſe is deſtroyed, and the plea- 


- 


ſure I uſed formerly to enjoy on ſuch occafions is loſt in 
ag altercations amohplt the neareſt relations. I am 
far from condemning all ranks of people. There aft 
many worthy perſons, who can view the conduct of 
each party with 14 and fee the faults on both 
fides. Th can ſee that the miniſtry have not enough 
confidered themſelves the ſervants of the people, and 
on many occaſions abuſed the confidence of their ſove- 


reign. On the other hand, they think, that the 


. 
- 


ple have carried their | Ne to an N 
the 


2 and inſiſted on 


. 


e prince exerting a branch o 
* 


136 | Letters on Friendſhip; &c. 


| -pckoet-book. Nay, fo hackney 


the regal authority, which in the end might prove fatal 
to themſelves. Such is the ſtate of affairs at prefent in 
this once happy eountry ; I ſhall therefore, being tired 
with the ſubject, imitate your example, and put an 
end to thus letter. Hoping to ſee you ſoon, 


I am 
| Yours fincerely, 


* — 
— 


LETTER CXVI. 


Frm a young Gentleman ſeitled in one of the Inu of 


Court, to @ Clergyman in the Country. 
. Temple, January 1771. 
Rew, Sir, FT 


Promiſed to write to you, as ſoon as I was ſettled in 
this place. I have now procured a good ſet of 
chambers, and am determined to profecute my ſtudies 
with the greateſt aſſiduity. The pious care you always 


took in my education whilſt I remained in your family, 


will I hope never be forgotten, but continue to operate 
on the whole of my conduct in life. I am ſenſible that 
my ſituation in London ſubjects me to a great variety of 
temptations, and therefore ſtand as much in need of 
your advice as ever, I am obliged by the rules of the 
ſociety to dine in common with the other ſtudents during 
the term; and am ſorry to ſay, that the greateſt part 
of them, are not only ignorant of the principles of our 
holy religion, but alſo greatly corrupted in their mo- 
rals. e city itſelf as well as the ſuburbs preſent us 
daily with fuch tricks, and impoſitions on the unwary, 


that few would believe the accounts of them unleſs 
they were really eye-witneſſes. Tf I walk through ſome 
"ſtreets in the evening, I am every minute accoſted by 


the moſt abandoned proſtitutes. I go into other parts, 


J am well off if I cicape with wy handkerchief, or 
are thoſe unhappy 


wretches 


= 
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wretches in the paths of iniquity, that they even com- 
mit thoſe crimes in the face of open day, and in the moſt 
public thoroughfares ; and fo dextrous are they in che 
miſtery of their profeſſion, that the moſt cautious can 
ſcarce eſcape their ſnares. If I take a walk into the Park, 
I am not able to diſtinguiſh betwixt peers, ſharpers, 
and French barbers ; and if I ſpend an evening at the 
playhouſe; I am obliged to leave my watch at my cham- 

rs, left I ſhould be under the neceſſity of afing 
another in the morning. You have often told me, that 
It is the duty of every man to remain contented with 
his ſituation and circumſtances in that ſtation wherein 
Providenge has placed him; and that the temptations 
with which we are ſurrounded, ought to be conſidered 
as ſo many motives to duty and watchfulneſs. That 
the more vigilant we are in watching s $997 tempta- 
tions to vice, the greater will our reward be hereafter. 
For my own part, my preſent reſolution. is to apply my- 
ſelf with the greateſt diligence to my ſtudies, and * 
ciate myſelf with as few ſtrangers as poſſible. But as 
I am well convinced of the frailty of human nature, 
and the hag hae our moſt virtuous reſolutions, I muſt 
ſtill beg to from you as often as is convenient. 
Your inſtructions were always as pleaſing as uſeful when 
was preſent with you, and will be much more fo, 
now that I am removed to ſo far diſtant. I ſhall not 
trouble you with any more at this time, but ſubſcribe 
myſelf, 


Yours, in 
Love, Gratitude, and Sincerity. 


— 


84 


LETTER CXVII, . 
Tue Anſwer. .. _ 


Dear Sir, WTI 
ASL Tutor is certainly unworthy of being 
1 intruſted with the care of youth, who is not 
equally concerned for. the purity of their morals, as 
he is for the proficiency they make in their ſtudies; 

A he . When 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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When I conſider your letter, filled with ſo many juſt 
remarks on the great deprivity of human nature, I re- 
Nice that my care of your morals has not been yet ren- 


dered uſeleſs. When I read your account of the many 


impoſitions practiſed on the ſimple and unwary in Lon- 
don, together with the many temptations virtue is 


daily ſurrounded with, I am ſorry it is not in my r 


to point out the different methods uſed by thoſe miſ- 


creants'to debauch innocence, and propagate vice. I 


have often told you that I'was never in London, and 


conſequently a ſtranger to all you have mentioned.“ 
All I can fay is, that it muſt be your continual care to 
keep in mind thoſe divine precepts of our holy religion, 
where God has declared, that he will puniſh or reward, 
in proportion to the degree of knowledge whereof we 


are paſſeſſed. It is an awful conſideration to read thoſe 
words of our Lord, To thoſe to whom much is 
„given, from them will much be required.“ 


But, Sir, you are now entered on the ſtudy of a pro- 


feſfion which, though honourable* and uſeful, yet the 
generality of people have conſidered it as a real myſtery 


of 1n1quity, and that as ſoon as a gentleman enters on 
the — of the law, he ſhakes off all regard to 


moral obligations, and is e anxious being 


oyed as an agent, whether the canſe be good or 
bad. This may be ſometimes (and perhaps too oſten) 


true; but then it ought to be conſidered, that it is not 


the profeſſion itſelf, but only the abuſe of it that oc- 
caſions ſuch complaints. There is not one profeſſion 
in the world exempted from it; and ever fince there 
was a Judas in Chrift's family, there have been hy- 
pocrites in his church.—The law has had both its 
Hale, and Jefferies. I am convinced, that you my 


r 


1 


* The Chents, praftifcd by all ſorts of Sharpers in London are laid 
open to the public in a pretty little book publiſhed by J. Cook k, in 
Vater -Noſter- Row, entitled, The Cheats of London Diſplayed. 


Tbore is not one ſraud practiſed in this great city» which/ is not men- 


tioned in it. There eagnot be a mure uſaſul companion for thoſe 
who come from the country, and ths Whole breathes à ſpirit of real 
genuine virtue, | 


-. 
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be as honeſt a man, and as pious a chriſtian, at the bar 


or on the bench, as if you were in the pulpit. 

It was remarkable of the great — oy Clarendon, 
that when he preſided in the court of Chancery, his 
decrees were ſo equitable, that no appeal was ever made 
from his deciſions, and the following anecdote may in 
ſome meaſure elucidate the reaſons Be kn grity in 
ſuch iniquitous times. | \ CEE, 

Whilſt he was ſollicitor-general in the , reign 19 
Charles I. he went, during the long vacation, to vi 
his aged father in the country, and being walking to- 

ether one day in the garden, the old gentleman ad- 
dreſſed his ſon in the following manner. Son, you art 
now advanced to the higheſt eminence at the bar, and 
may one time or other preſide on the bench. I have 
been often told, that gentlemen of your profeſſion are 
as ready to engage in a bad as in a good cauſe ; but 
be aſſured that if ever, in order to aggrandize yourſelf, 
you ſhould become an advocate for deſpotiſm, at the 
expence of the liberty of yeur country, you may, like 
Sampſon of old, lay hold of the pillars and demoliſh 
the fabric, but you will periſh under the ruins, No 
ſooner had he uttered theſe words, than he dropped 
down in a fit of apoplexy, and expired immediately. 
This is ſaid to have ſuch an effect on the ſon, that he 
was determined ever after to act conſiſtently with the 
dictates of his conſcience, Biſhop Burnet tells us, 
that when his father was at the bar, he conſtantly ob- 


ſerved the following rules. 


Firſt, Never to undertake a cauſe that he knew to 

be bad. . Fl, 

Secondly, Never to __ to plead for thoſe who were 
A SI OD 


unable to pay him. 


Thirdly, Never to aſk any fee from a clergyman 

when he ſued in the right of his benefice. 
The great Sir Matthew Hale tells us, that his proſ- 
perity in ſecular affairs during the week, ſucceeded in 
9 Gt Proportion 
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proportion to his attention to religious duties on the 
Sunday. His lordſhip was as. great an ornament to 
chriſtianity as he was an honour to the law, Such ex- 
amples as I have mentioned, cannot fail, I think, to 
ſtir you up to emulation, and one day or other you may 
be advanced to the higheſt ſeats in the courts of judi- 
cature. Let me beg to hear from you as often as is 
conſiſtent with your other avocations; and in the mean 
time continue to perſevere in the ſame courſe of virtue 
you have begun. Virtue is its own reward, and you 
will at laſt be convinced, that her ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your fincere well-wiſher. 


1 — 


| LETTER CXIX. 
From a young Merchant to an aged Gentleman, formerly 
of the ſame Profeſſion, but now retired from Buſineſs. 


Honoured Sir, 
OUR generofity in ſending me inſtructions dur- 

in my apprenticeſhip, will ever remain a laſting 
roof of that innate goodneſs for which you have been 
Jeng juſtly celebrated, and likewife encourages me to 
trouble you for advice how to conduct myſelf, ſo as to 
N ar: my credit in the world, now I am entered upon 
buſineſs. Your long and extenſive knowledge of mer- 
cant.le affairs gives a ſanction to every thing you ſay, 
and your neſs of heart encourages the unexpe- 
rienced to addreſs themſelves to you with chearfulneſs. 
I have been now. about two years ia buſineſs, and al- 
though my ſucceſs has been equal to my expectations, 
yet there are ſuch a variety of failures daily in this city, 
that I am every day thinking my own name may be thas 
week in the Gazette. I ſhould not be much ſurprized, 
were none to become bankrupts ſave thoſe of abandoned 
characters, as I do not ſee how any thing leſs can be 
expected. You know Sir, that aſſiduity and regularity 


art 
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are qualifications indiſpenſably neceſſary to the mer- 
chant; ſo that it muſt appear morally impoſſible for the 
man to proſper in trade, whoſe time 1s ſpent in diſſipa- 
tion . idleneſs, if not (which too often happens) in 
debauchery, When I hear of ſuch failing in their pay- 
ments I am no ways ſurprized ; but when great num- 
bers of thoſe apparently in affluent circumſtances, and 
the faireſt characters, daily fail, I am juſtly alarmed, 
and my fears continue to increaſe in proportion to their 
numbers, - 

I would not chuſe to judge raſhly, much leſs uncha- 
ritably of any man ; although I muſt confeſs I am very 
much ſhocked when I hear, that a commiſſion of bank- 
ruptcy is awarded againſt one 1 thou- 
ſands, and not ſufficient left to pay five ſhillings in the 

und. I am filled with horror on account of my own 
233 and led to believe, that there is a latent curſe 
attending mercantile affairs, which the greateſt pru- 
dence can neither foreſee nor prevent. Tm ſenſible 
that the perſon to whom I am writing, knows the above 
to be true. Your long acquaintance with the fluctuat- 
ing ſtate of merchandize, procures reſpect, and gives a 
ſanction to every thing you ſay, But as far as I am 
able to learn, thoſe failings in the mercantile world are 
more frequent now than when you was, engaged in 
trade, I am not ambitious of acquiri riches, my 
whole deſire is, to obtain a peaceable polleſſion of the 
comforts of life, to do juſtice to every one with whom 
I have any dealings, and to live and die an honeſt man. 
Such, Sir, is the plan I have laid down for my future 
conduct in life; but alas! it will require the afliſtance. 
of all my friends to enable me to execute it with a be- 
coming propriety. - Let me 1 your advice on 
an affair of ſo much importance, whatever you 
dictate ſhall be the in variable rule of my conduct, whilſt 
the thanks of a grateful heart ſhall be continually re- 
turned for fo benevolent an action. * 


1 am, Sir , . ö 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXX. 
| The Anſwer. 


1 F. I can form any judgment of the integrity of your 
actions, and the purity of your intentions from the 
contents of the letter now before me, I ſhould not heſi- 
tate one moment in declaring, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
your name will ever appear in the Gazette under the diſ- 
agreeable circumſtances you have mentioned: for how is 
it poſſible to ſuppoſe that the man who keeps a regular 
account of his proceedings, his loſs and gain, ſhould not 
know whether bis circumſtances are affluent or diſtreſſed ? 
And whatever you may think of thoſe merchants who 
have often failed, although reputed affluent, yet if you 
had attended to their examination before the commiſ- 
fioners, I believe you would have great reaſon to alter 
your opinion. I ſpeak concerning ry tcies In ge- 
neral; for there are ſome unforeſeen accidents, which 
even the greateſt prudence cannot prevent. But theſe 
are extraordinary caſes, and ſeldom happen, If you 
examine minutely into the nature of thoſe cauſes which 
generally occaſion bankruptcies, yo will find them 
ariſing from ſomething with which you are ftill unac- 
N I ſhall ee to point out a few, and 
ubmit to your own judgment, whether I am miftaken 
or not. And the firſt is generally a careleſs attention to 
buſineſs, the not keeping regular accounts, and a more 
earneſt deſire after public entertainments, than aſſi- 
daity to buſineſs on the change. Mercantile affairs re- 

uire a clear and ſolid judgment, and it is morally im- 
poſſible for that man to proſper in trade, whoſe mind is 
continually engaged in the purſuit of things foreign to, 
and wholly unconnected with that ſtation in which Pro- 
vidence has placed him. It is a contradiction in terms. 


 Afiduity always procures reſpe&, and 3 enſures 


ſucceſs. Another cauſe of the many failures in the mer- 
cantile world, is the vanity of- thoſe in trade, living 
above their ci cumſtances. This vice is at Pegs 

| | is 
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dominant among the citizens, and its conſequences 

o fatal, that one would almoſt imagine the people were 
labouring under ſome penal infatuation. Formerly the 
citizens of London were diſtingurſhed in a peculiar man- 
ner for their gravity ; the change, and cuſtom houſe 
were the only places they frequented when they went 
from home. But now the face of affairs 4s changed, 
and thoſe places where cheir predeceſſors acquired for- 
tunes are conſidered as too low / and vulgar for them to 
be ſeen at. Nay, ſo far have they carried their extrava- 
gance, that all diſtinctions are in a manner confounded, 
and the wife of a tradeſman is hardly known from the 
lady of a peer. Diſſipation, extravagance, and even 
debauchery have taken place of activity, prudence, and 


| 2 that inſlead of acquiring independent fortunes, 


retiting from buſineſs with credit and honour in 
their advanced years, we firſt ſee their names in the Ga- 
zette, and the remainder of their lives is either ſpent 
in-priſon, or they are left to ſtruggle through the world 
without credit, under the odious appellation of a bank- 
rupt. The laſt cauſe I would mention, is naturally the 
effect of the others, I mean, a deſperate attempt to re- 
pair a broken fortune, by ost ing too deeply at gaming 
in the alley. This practice has been attended with fu 
icious conſequences, that the children unborn will 
ome real ſufferers through the madneſs of their infa- 
fuated parents. When thoſe who have waſted their 
ſubſtance in riotous living, are awakened by a feeling 
ſenſe of their approaching ſhame and-miſery, they ge- 
nerally muſter up all they can procure, and at one firoke 
venture it all in the alley, where, if one is ſucceſsful, 
moſt commonly twenty are rained. What I have now 
told you, is the reſult of long experience, and I doubt 
not but you will find too glaring proofs of it. _ Itnow 
remains, that I ſhould in compliance with your requeſt, 
point cat ſome rules to be obſerved, in order to carry on 


buſineſs, both with credit, honour, and proſit. But J 


know of no method more proper than to act diametri- 


cally oppoſite to the conduct of thoſe already men- 
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Learn to be wiſe by others harm, 
And you ſhall do full well. 


Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be 
performed to day. | W 
Never truſt that to either a friend or a ſervant which 
can be done by yourſelf. Foy 

Keep an account of every day's expence, and once at 
leaſt every week compare your debt with your credit. 

Ze not over anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is 
ſolid but flow, and experience has long ſince convinced 
me, that thoſe who are over haſty in acquiring riches, 
moſt commonly fail in their attempts, and ſoon find 
themſelves real beggars. But above all, remember, that, 
in vain do we riſe ſoon or fit up late, unleſs our la- 
hours are crowned with divine bleſſings. I leave 
theſe things to your conſideration, and am with 
Great ſincerity 
by your well wiſher. 


2 — _ 


LETTER CXXL. 


From a Gentleman-of decayed circumſtances in the Country, 
te anather lately returned from the. Eaſt Indies, recommend- 
ing his Jan to. his protection. 

S 1 R, | 
Was greatly pleaſed to hear of your arrival, but much 
more ſo, that you' had acquired an ample fortune. 

You knew me, when my circumſtances were not only 

eaſy, but likewiſe afluent ; and you alſo know that, at 

that time I was glad of every opportunity of aſſiſting 
my friends. But alas! I am now in a quite different 
ſituation, By the loſs of a ſhip from Jamaica, I was 
obliged to ſtop payment, and give up my all to my cre- 
ditors, who have generouſly allowed me a ſmall annuity 
tor my ſubſiſtence. When that fatal event took place, 
I retued' into the country with my wife and children, 
and my time fince has been ſpent in ſuperintending their 
education. The bearer, my eldeſt ſon, is juſt 1 

and 
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and is very deſirous of going te the Eaſt-Indies ; but my 
circumſtances are ſuch, that it is not in my power to 
give him any aſſiſtance, nor indeed do I know in what 
manner to proceed in an affair of ſo much importance. 
The friendſhip which ſubſiſted betwixt us before you left 
England, gives me ſome encouragement to hope, that 
your elevation to affluence and grandeur will not make 
any alteration of your ſentiments concerning benevo- 
lence, Wen the depreſſed fituation to which I 
am reduced. I rather think that my preſent diſtreſſed 
circumſtances will Pe more powerfully in favour of 
the youth, than if he was ſupported even by the recom- 
mendation of the whole body of direQors, I have given 
him an education perhaps beyond my circumſtances, and 
ſuitable, I hope, to any ſtation in the mercantile world. 
His morals ſo far as I know are pure, and I doubt not 
his conduct will give ſatisfaction, if therefere you will 
be pleaſed, either to take him under your own direction, 
or inſtruct me in what manner to proceed, in order to 
promote his intereſt, you will thereby confer a laſtin 
obligation on an indulgent, though afflicted parent, an 
it ſhall be acknowledged with gratitude to the lateſt pe · 

ziod of my exiſtence, 7. 
I am Sir | 
Your very humble ſervant, 


LETTER CXXIL 2 


The Anſwer. 
Dear Sir, SIM * | 

WR I read your affecting letter, I ſcarce know 

whether I was more grieved to hear of your dis. 
treſſed circumſtances, or filled with ſhame that I had 
been three months in England and never enquired ' for 
one who had not only treated me with humanity, but 
even aſſiſted me in making my firſt voyage to the Indies. 
Your houſe was an aſylum to me when I was utterly def- 
titute, and I ſhould conſider myſelf as an object of the 


utmoſt abhorrence if I heſitated one moment in compl ing 
uit 


= 
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with your requeſt, relating to the amiable youth whe 
brought me the letter. But in what light muſt I conſi- 
der myſelf were my gratitude, to the beſt of men con- 
fined to ſuch a favour as would coſt me nothing, or 
what I would grant even to a ſtranger. No, Sir, I am 
ſenſible of benefits received, and ſhould conſider myſelf 
as a mean abject wretch, if I did not acknowledge them 
with gratitude, I have juſt been with your ſon to the 
directors, and he is engaged as a writer at Bengal. If 
the climate agrees with his conſtitution, there is no great 
fear but he will ſoon acquire a conſiderable fortune. For 
which purpofe I have depoſited in the hands of the ſu- 
ercargo, five hundred pounds for his uſe, which you 
know is more than 1 when I firſt embarked for that 
part of the world. But ſtill I ſhould conſider myſelf as 
 aQting very partially, if whileI am making proviſion for 
the ſon, I ſhould forget his aged parents. The ſhips for 
India don't fail till. next March, ſo that your ſon will have 
at leaſt three months to remain with you before he em- 
barks. He ſets off with the coach to-morrow, and I 
have entruſted him with ſomething for your immediate 
uſe. I intend calling to ſpend a few days with you next 
month, and be aſſured that nothing in my power ſhall 
be wanting to make your life as agreeable as poſſible.” I 
have not ſo far forgot the principles of a virtuous educa- 
tion, as to look with indifference on the various diſpen- 
ſations of providence. How true is that ſayi - jo 
wiſe man, the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to 
the ſtrong, as human'wifdom canndt diſcern the progreſs 
to earthly grandeur, ſo human prudence is not always 
able to guard againſt calamitous events. Iam therefore 
wdetetmined not to place any confidence in riches, but 
only conſider myſelf as the Reward of that all bountiful 
God from whom I have received them. This is my fixed 
reſolution, and I hope no allurement whatever ſhall 
tempt me to deviate ffom it. 


I am dear Sir 
Your real friend. 


LET- 
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LETTER CXXIII. 

From a Clergyman in the Country, to 4 Lady in London, 

on the death of a valuable Friend. 
TXEAT E, that king of terror, having pierced with 
his fatal ſhaft, the heart of the generous Pollio, I 
went to pay my laſt duties to my deceaſed friend; but 
who can deſcribe that torrent of ſorrow. which over- 
whelmed my breaft, on my arrival at the houſe of mourn - 
ing. He had juſt compleated an ample and commodious 
ſeat, but was not permitted to ſpend one joyful hour 
under its roof. His gardens were planted with the 
choiceſt fruits, and decorated in the moſt graceful man- 
ner ; but their maſter is gone down to the valley of the 
ſhadow of death. _ Since death is the portion of every 
individual, we ſhould engrave the thought in the moſt 
legible characters, on the tablets of our memories. We 
ſee our neighbours fall, we turn pale at the ſhock and 
feel a trembling dread. No ſooner are they rem ved 
from our ſight, but driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or 
lulled in the languors of pleaſure, we . 
and neglect its errand. The impreſſion e on our 
unſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow through the 
etrated air, or the path of the keel in furrowed waves. 
id we tefleQ ſeriouſly-on the numberleſs.diſaſters, fuch 
as no human prudence can foreſee, nor the greateſt care 
prevent, that lie in wait to accompliſh our doom, we 
would be obliged to look ourſelves as tenants at 
will, and liable to. be di ſpoſſeſſed of our earthly taber- 
nacle at a moment's meg The laſt e has not 
only unnumbered avenues ſor his ap „ but even 
holds his fortreſs in the ſeat of our life, The crimſon 
fluid which diſtributes; health, is impregnated with the 
ſeeds of death. Some unforeſeen 1 ment may ob- 
ſtruct its paſſage, or ſome unknown violence may divert 
its courſe ; in either of which caſes it acts the part of a 
poiſonous draught or a deadly wound. The partition 
which' ſeparates time from eternity, is nothing more 
than the breath of our noſtrils, and the tranfition may 
be madeũn the teaſt particle of time. 1 
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If we examine the records of mortality we ſhall find 
the memorials of a mixed multitude reſting together 
without any regard to rank or ſeniority. Noue are am- 
bitious of the up oſt rooms, or chief ſeats in the 
manſions of the dead. None entertain fond and eager 
expectations of being honourably greeted in their dark- 
ſome cells. The man of years and experience, reput- 
ed as an oracle in his generation, is content to lie down 
at the feet of the babe. In this common receptacle, 
the maſter is equally accommodated with his ſervant. 
The poor indigent lies as ſoftly as the moſt opulent poſ- 
ſeſſor. All the diſtinction that ſubſiſts, is a graſſy hillock 
bound with oſiers, or a ſepulchral ſtone ornamented. 
with imagery. | 5 

Why * ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about 
ſuperiority and precedence, when the next remove will 
reduce us all to a ſtate of equal meanneſs? Why ſhould 
we exalt ourſelves and debaſe others, ſince we muſt all 
one day lie upon a common level? We muſt all be 
blended together in the fame common duſt. Here per- 
fons of contrary intereſts, and different ſentiments, = 
together. Death having laid his hands on the rnd 
ing parties, and brought all their differences to an ami- 
cable conclufion, | | 

Eternity! how are our boldeſt, or ſtrongeſt thoughts, 
loft and overwhelmed in thee ? Who can let land-marks 
to limit thy dimenſions; or find plummets to fathom 
thy depths ? What numbers can ſtate, what lines can 
gauge the lengths and breadths of eternity? Myſterious 
mighty exiſtence ! When ages numerous as the bloom 
of ſpring, increaſed by the herbage of the ſummer, 
both augmented by the 2 of autumn, and all mul- 
tiplied by the drops of rain, which drown the winter — 
ten thouſand more — than can be repreſented by any 
ſimilitude, or imagined by any conception, are all re- 
volved in eternity, —vaſt boundleſs eternity! After all 


_ thoſe numerous ages are expired, eternity is only 
Leginning to begin. 
Fam, Madam, | 
' Your fincere tho? afflicted Friend. 
LET- 
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LETTER CXXIV. | 
From a Gentleman to his Friend, on Happine/+. 


Dear Sir, 
T ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeek all his conſo- 
lations in futurity. The time preſent is very ſeldom 
able to fill defire or imagination with immediate enjoy- 
ment, and we are therefore forced to ſupply the defi- 
ciencies by recollection or anticipation. : 

Every one ſo often experiences the fallaciouſneſs of 
hope, and the inconveniences of teaching himſeif to 
expect what a thouſand accidents may preclude, that, 
when time has abated the confidence with which youth 
ruſhes out to take poſſeſſion of the world, we naturally 
endeavour, or with at leaſt, to find entertainment in the 
review of life, and to repoſe upon real facts, and certain 
experience. 1 | 

But fo full is the world of calamity, that every ſource. 
of pleaſure is polluted, and tranquillity diſturbed, 
When time has ſupplied us with events ſufficient to em- 
ploy our thoughts, it has mingled them with ſo many. 
diſaſters and afflictions, that we ſhrink from the remem- 
brance of them, dread their intruſion on our minds, and 
fly from them to company and diverſion. 

No man that has paſt the middle point of life, can 
ſit down to feaſt upon the pleaſures of youth, without 
finding the banquet imbittered by the cup of ſorrow. 
Many days of harmleſs frolic, and many nights of ho-. 
neſt feſtiyity will recur; he may revive the memory of 
many lucky accidents, or pleaſing extravagancies ; or, 
if he has engaged in ſcenes of action, —5 acquainted 
with affairs of difficulty and viciſſitudes of fortune, may 
enjoy the nobler pleaſure of looking back upon diltrets 
firmly ſupported, upon danger reſolutely encountered, 
and upon oppreſſion artfully defeated, ZEneas very 
properly 5 4s his companions, . when, after the hor- 
fors of a ſtorm, they have landed on an unknown and 
deſolate country, with the hope that their miſerias will, 
at ſome diſtant period, be recounted with * 

| : | ere 
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There are, perhaps, few higher gratifications than that 
of reflection on evils ſurmounted, when they were not 
ineurred by our own fault, and neither reproach us with 
cowardice or guilt, | | 
But this kind of felicity is always abated by the re- 
ſtection, that they with wWhom we ſhould be moſt pleaſed 
to ſhare it, are now in the, grave. A few years make 
ſuch havock amongſt the human race, that we ſoon ſee 
ourſelves deprived of thoſe with whom we entered the 
world. The man of enterprize, when he has recounted 
his adventures, 1s forced, at the cloſe of his narration, 
to pay a ſigh to the memory of thoſe who contributed to 
his ſucceſs ; and he that has ſpent his life among the 
gayer part of mankind, has quickly his remembrance 
ſtored with the remarks and repartees of wits, whoſe 
ſprightlineſs and merriment are now loſt in perpetual 
ſilence. The trader, whoſe induſtry has ſupplicd the 
want of inheritance, when he fits down to enjoy his 
fortune, repines in ſolitary plenty, and laments the ab- 
ſence of thoſe companions with whom he had planned 
out amuſements for his latter years; and the fcholar 
whoſe merit, after a long ſeri:s of efforts, raiſes him 
from obſcurity, looks round in vain from his exalted 
ſtate, for his old friends, to be witneſſes of his long- 
ſought for aflnence, and to partake of his 1 
Such is the imperfection of all human happineſs; and 
every period of life is obliged to borrow its enjoyments 
from the time to come. In youth we have nothing paſt 
to entertain us; and in age we derive nothing from the 
retroſpect but fruitleſs ſorrow, The loſs of our friends 
and companions impreſſes hourly upon us the neceſſity 
of our own departure. We find that all our ſchemes are 
quickly at an end, and that we muſt lie down in the 
grave with the forgotten multitude of former ages, and 
yield our place to others, who, like us, ſhall be driven 
a while by hope or fear about the ſurface of the earth, 
and then, like us, be loſt in the ſhades of death. 
Beyond this termination of our corporeal exiſtence, 
we are therefore obliged to extend our hopes, and every 
man indulges his imagination with — Which is 
not 
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not to happen till he has loſt the power of perceiving it. 
Some 1205 themſelves with entails an 2 
provide for the encreaſe and perpetuation of families 
and honours, and contrive to obviate the diſſipation of 
fortunes, which it has been the whole buſineſs of their 
lives to accumulate. Others more refined and exalted, 
congratulate their own hearts upon the future extent of 
their reputation, the lafting fame of their performances, 
the reverence of diftant nations, and the gratitude of 
unprejudiced poſterity. | 

Fr is not, therefore, from this world that any ray of 
comfort can proceed to cheer the gloom of the laſt hour, 
But futurity has ſtill its proſpects ; there is yet happineſs 
in reſerve ſufficient to & us under every affliction. 
Hope is the chief bleſſing of man, and chat hope only is 
rational, of which we are certain it cannot deceive. 


Jam, Sir, &c. 
LET ISR CARY, 


From his Friend, in Anſwer, concerning the Immortality of 
1 he hy 94 1 . x 


———— 
- 


My dear Friend, 


+2 E picture you have drawn of human nature is 
too true to be denied, and what you have ſaid 
of the impoſſibility of enjoying real happineſs in this 
life, has led me to conſider that pleaſing ſubject, the 
immortality of the ſoul. _- 

The ſoul has been treated of by many philoſophers ; 
ſeveral have pretended to define it, ſome to deſcribe its 
ſubſtance, and, in a word, many have attempted to ſay 
what it really is in itſelf. For my part, I fairly re- 
nounce every attempt to explain either its nature or 
connections with the body : I am content with my con- 


fidence that T have a reaſoning faculty within myſelf, of 
which, together with my vitble body, I am compoſed 
and conſtituted, It maſt be allowed that through all 
the parts of nature there appears a moſt benevolent in- 
tentron in the providence of God for man's * 
an 
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and comfort. The earth and waters adminiftring to his 
food and raiment, animals of various kinds are preſerved 
for him in due ſeaſon, as we every day experience. But 
theſe pleaſures are but of a ſubordinate degree; he en- 
joys others of a far more ſublime nature, bis power of 
contemplating on the goodneſs of his maker in the crea- 
tion of all theſe things, which renders him deſirous of 
ſomething above and beyond them all. | 

Can it therefore be ſuggeſted that beings capable of 
the moſt refined contemplations on the works of the cre- 
ation; beings capable of being moved and affected even 
to an inexpreſſible degree of pleaſure, by the combined 
harmonies of ſound; beings capable of increaſing and 
advancing their knowledge and ſpeculation in all things, 
even to their lat moments; beings capable of conceiv- 
ing notions which no part of their mortal frame can poſ- 
fibly convey to their underſtanding, and in which no 
inſtrumental influence can haye any ſhare ; beings that 
are never ſatisfied in ſearching after truth through all 
the winding labyrinths and hidden receſſes of nature-; 
I fay, can it be imagined, that ſuck beings ſhould be 
deprived of all exiſtence, in the midit of theſe growing. 
ſpeculations, which can have no origin but what is truly 
divine, Its fulneſs muſt be in hereafter, Our very ima- 
gination reaches to eternity, in ſpite of all that can be 
faid by the moſt obſtinate atheiſt, or our own doubts can 
deviſe. Hope is a conſtant inſtinct which inſpires men 
with a defire of finding ſome better ſtate, and is a ſure 
meſſage of futurity ; nor could any man on earth be = 
ſeſſed of it, if that ſtate were not certain, no more than 
he could ſhrink at committing a wicked act, if there 
were no power within himſelf that is to hve hereafter. 
Another ſtrong proce of the immortality of the ſoul 
flows from the infallible juſtice of the divine Being; for 
if it were not immortal, and ever conſcious of good and 
evil done in this life, that goodneſs and juſtice would be 
liable to be called in queſtion. This notion has often 
confounded ſome of the greateſt philoſophers, and 1s at 
the ſame time one of the greateſt conſiderations to prove 


a future ſlate, when entered upon with a, 
18 | an 


the 
the tyrant who deprives him of them; and the avari- 
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Can we heſitate to believe the immortality of the ſoul, 
when we ſee how the moſt abandoned miſcreants live 
and proſper in affluence of fortune, carrying it with a 
high hand againſt their neighbours, diſtreſſing all in 
their power, enjoying and noting on the ſubſtance of 
widows and orphans, and, at laſt, going to che grave 
unpuniſhed ; whilſt the innocent and virtuous: ſuffer a 
ſeries of afflictions and miſeries by the means of theſe 

erful tyrants all their lives, and, at length, lie 
down in the duſt wronged and unredreſſed in this life? 
If then there be not an hereafter for the ſoul, and if it be 


not conſcions of paſt good and evil, where is the juſtice ? 


where is the goodneſs? where is the mercy? where 18 
the benevolence in giving. being to mankind, for no 
other end but to ſuffer pains and miſery at the hands of 


another? And what but partiality, which is injuſtice in 
itſelf, would have ordered ſufferings like theſe for ſome; 
and a power of tyrannizing to others for the ſhort date 
of the life of man here, were there no puniſhment for 


the unjuft and baſe, no happineſs for the virtuous and 
injured hereafter? This is a confideration dreadful in 
its very eſſence, if juſtice was no where to enſue. But 
who can behold the beauties of all the of the crea- 
tion ? Who can ſee himſelf and know he exiſts, and at 


the ſame time behold not only the careful proviſion made 
for him, but alſo the numberleſs methods of propagating 


and 2 them for his uſe, without knowing at 
e time, that they were created for him as well as 


cious; who abuſes the good things of this life by deny- 


. not only to ochers, but even to himſelf. I ſay, 
W 


can be ſenſible of theſe things, who obſerve this 
divine impartiality, and doubt of future rewards for 
the virtuous, and future puniſhments for the wicked? 
For millions of evil deeds are unpuniſhed, and as many 
wrongs done without reſtitution in this life ; and there 
fore though a wicked man may —_ puniſhment in this 
life, it is ĩmpoſſible he ſhould ever ſhun the juſtice of that 
divine law, which neceſſarily points out, that ſocial 
vutues and benevolence ſhould be the reciprocal com- 

» | H merce 
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merce between man and man, during his ſhort ſtay here, 
and that under the ſevereſt reſtrictions and penalties, 
Where then mult the unerring juſlice of the divine Being 
take place? If not on this fide the grave, it muſt cer- 
tainly be after the ſoul is ſeparated from the body. Such, 
my dear friend, are my thoughts on that moſt import- 
ant ſubject, aud I leave it with you as a teſtimony of my 
unfeigned affection. 


Tam, sir, | 
Fours in the greateſt affection. 


2 * 
1 
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| LETTER. OXXVI. 
' From a Gentheman 10 his Friend, concerning Prejudice. 


bs; IP | eo 
Was lately in company with ſeveral gentlemen, and 
I as the converſation turned upon a variety of ſub- 
jects, I was much ſurprized to And every one preju- 
diced to his own favourite opinion, without being able 
to aſſign a reaſon why they could ſo haſtily take upon 
themſelves to dogmatiſe with ſo much aſſurance. 
Among the various errors, into which human na- 
ture 18, hable to fall, there are ſome which people of a 
true underſtanding are perfectly ſenſible of in them- 
ſelves, yet either wanting a ſtrength of reſolution to 
break through what by long cuſtom has become ha- 
bitual, or being of too indolent a temper to endeavour 
an alteration, ſtill perſiſt to aft in contradiction to the 
dictates of _ their own — judgment. * 
we call prejudice, or ; is certainly that 
which ands foremoſt 2 rank of ſervility. It ii 
the great ringleader of almoſt all the miſtakes we art 
guilty of, whether in the ſentiments of our hearts, or 
the conduct of our actions. As milk is the ſirſt nou- 
riſhment of the body, ſo prejudice is the firft thing 
given to the mind to feed upon No ſooner does the 
thinking faculty begin to ſhew itſelf, than prejudice 
.mingles with it, and ſpoils its operations; whateve! 
we 
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we are either taught, or happen of ourſelves to like or 
diſfike, we for — art, continue to applaud or 
condemn to our fifr's end, 80 difficult'is it to eradi- 
cate, in age, thoſe ſentiments imbibed in our youth. 
It is this fatal propenfity which binds, as it were, 
our reaſon in chains, will not ſuffer it to look 
abroad, or exert any of its powers: hence are our con- 
ceptions bounded ;-—our notions meanly narrow ;— 
our ideas, for the moſt part unjuſt ; and our judgment 
ſhamefully led aftray. The * rays of truth in 
vain ſhine upon our minds, when prejudice has ſhut 
our eyes againft it. We ate even rendered by it wholly 
incapable of examining any thing, and take all upon 
truſt that it preſents us. This not only makes us liable 
to be guilty of injuſtice, ill- nature, and ill manners 
to others, but alſo mifenfible of what is owing to our- 
ſelves; we run with all our might from a real and ſub- 
ſtantial good, and court an empty name, a mere no- 
thing. We miſtake infamy for renown, and ruin for 
advantage: in ſhort, wherever a ſtrong prejudice pre- 
vails, all is fure to go amiſs. . 

What I would be underſtood to mean, by the word 
prejudice, is not that liking, or diſliking, which na- 
turally arifes on the fight of any new object preſented 
tous. As, for example, we may happen to fall into 
the company of two perſons equally deſerving, and 
equally ſtrangers to us, and with neither of whom we 
either have, or expect to Have, the leaſt concern; yet 
ſhall -we have, * * of us, and W being able 
to give any reaſon for it, greater iſhes for the 
one than the, other. But this is ; wer by that 
ſympathy which nature has implanted in all created 


beings, 

This, therefore, is what we call fancy, and very 
much different from prejudice, which indeed enters 
chiefly through the ears. When our notions of perſons 
or _ which we of ourſelves know nothing of, 
are guided, and our approbation, or diſapprobation of 
them excited merely by what we are told, and which 

we refuſe to be convinced is falſe, then 2 
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that we may be ſaid to be governed by that ſettled pre- 
poſſeſſion ſo dangerous to the world, and to our cha- 
raters, intereſt, and happineſs ; for the other is light, 
volatile, and of little conſequence. ; | 

To avoid being led away by ſuch a dangerous error, 
we ſhould take nothing upon truſt, but all upon trial. 
Whether in the ſtudy of the arts, or in our inquiries 
concerning religion, politics, or any thing elſe, we 
ſhould fit down with a determined reſolution to hear 
impartially both ſides, and to be directed by that which 
our reaſon moſt approves. Had not ſome great perſons 
diveſted themſelves of (prejudice, we had never been 
favoured with all thoſe valuable improvements in expe- 
rimental philoſophy made of late years in different 
parts of Latope: After all it is no eaſy matter to di- 
veſt ourſelves of acquired prejudices ; and it is a melan- 
choly reflection, that great part of our years are ſpent in 
acquiring ſuch fatal notions, that there is ſcarce time 
left to eradicate them, | 


So from the time we firſt begin to know, 

We live and learn, but not the wiſer grow; 

But he who truth from falſehood wou'd diſcer 

Muſt firſt diſrobe the mind and all unlearn ; 

To diſpoſſeſs the child the mortal lives, 

And death approaches e'cr the man arrives; 

Thus truth. lies hid, and e'er we can explore 

The glittering gem, our fleeting life is o_ 
RIOR. 


L am, Sir, 
| - - Your ſincere Friend. 
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LETTER CXXVIL 


importance. | 


The four following letters are on ſubjects of the utmoſt 


From a Gentlamas lately entered upon Houſekeeping, 20 


- a Friend. 


F we reflect on the nature of the human ſpecies, we 

ſhall be convinced that all mankind were originally 
deſigned by the great Creator for ſocial creatures. For 
can we imagine that man, above all other animals, 1s 
born the moſt indigent, helpleſs, and abject? Our 
mutual dependence on each other is, therefore, one of 
the firſt things we ſhould know, and be convinced of ; 
and, conſequently, we ought to aſſiſt and relieve one 
another, and promote the happineſs of every indivi- 
dual, as far as is conſiſtent with truth, and the diQtates 
of right reaſon. Can we ſuppoſe, that the ſupreme 
Being beſtowed upon ns the wonderful faculty of ex- 
preſſing and communicating to others our ideas by 
ſounds, for no purpoſe ? Is it reaſonable to think that 
man ought to live in ſolitude, and expect happineſs 
only from himfelf ? In other parts of the creation, the 
wiſdom of providence has done nothing in vain, The 
uſe of s was not given us to converſe with brutes, 
for they neither underſtand nor return them. It is 
therefore evident, they were deſigned for the mutual 
intercourſe of the human ſpecies ; beſides; the ſame 
paſſions are common to all men; love and hatred, hope 
and fear, pleaſure and pain, are the ſame in every in- 


dividual, who acts conformable to his natu e. This 


likeneſs in our deſires muſt neceſſarily attract us, and 


create in us ſuch an eſteem for each other, that nothing 


but unnatural diſpoſitions, or the greateſt corruption, 
can diſſolve, Let us ſuppoſe a man baniſhed into the re- 
moteit wilderneſs, without the commerce, the company, 
or the friendſhip of his fellow-beings ; how diſmal 
muſt his condition be! He may, perhaps, find means 
to continue his exiſtence by taking ſuch animals as the 

3 ' Ceſert 
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deſert affords, and by gathering ſuch fruits and vegeta- 
bles, as the earth ſpontaneouſly yields; but his life 
muſt be a continual ſcene of horror and deſpair ; no 
friend to canverſe with; no mortal to defend him from 
the ravenous jaws of the favage inhabitants of the 
foreſt ; no phyſician to adminiſter the ſalutary pro- 
ductions of nature, wken pain and ſickneſa make — 
approach. In ſhort, he would be fo far from arriving 
at happineſs, that he would ſcarce deſire to ſupport 
his exiſtence, and even court the king of terrors, to 
terminate at once, his ſorrows with his life. 

Since choice, as well as neceſſity and conveniency, 
ſhould induce all men to unite and form ſocieties, it 1s 
the indiſpenſable duty of every individual to become a 
uſefu] member, and contribute all in his power to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the whole. In order to this, be- 
fore we embark in any action, we ſhould reflect on the 
conſequences which muſt naturally flow from it, by 
imagining it to have been already done by another; 
and we ſhall immediately be able to judge of the modes 
of pleaſure or pain it will give others, from the man- 
ner of its affecting ourſelves. To a reaſonable being 
nohing brings pain but vice, or pleaſure but virtue. 
This precaution muſt tend to promote benevolence, 
friendihip, and honeſty among mankind ; whereas the 
not obſerving it, ſubjects us to the tyranny of our pa- 
ſions, to gratify which, men frequently — faith 
leſs, cruel, diſhoneſt, and traiterous, We are con- 
vinced that men muſt live in ſocieties, and, in order to 
live happy, it is evident, they muſt be virtuous, fince 
nothing elſe in our power can mutually ſecure us; hu- 
man beings are ſo circumſtanced, that they ſhould love, 
aſſiſt, and protect each other. The great end of our 
being is happineſs ; it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the 
omnipotent author of nature intended any being ſhould 
inevitably be miſerable. Human happineſs is always 
proportional to the pergeption we have of ideas of 
things ; that js, the ſame object may give a higher de 
gree of happMd( ta one perſon than to another; but 
no de;ree of human happineſs can ſubſiſt without ſo 

| | ciety: 


c 


Leiters on Friendſhip, &c. 159 
ciety: men, therefore, enter into ſocieties for the mu- 
tual happineſs of each other, and that every individual 
ſhould enjoy the advantages reſulting from fuch 2 
union, by regulating all human actions by ſome ſtandard 
or law. In childhood the laws of action naturally flow 
from the modes of pleaſure and pain, which ſenſible 
objects impreſs on their tender organs. Thoſe of men 
fundamentally ariſe from the former, but with this dif- 
ference, that the reaſoning faculty, now grown ſtrong 
by experience, determines theſe things to be good or 
evil, in the ſame manner, in which ſhe before atirmed, 
this, or that, to be pleaſure or pain. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that the ſpring of action is the ſame, both in the 
mind and in the body; for that which is evil to the 
mind, is, by the ſame rule, painful to the body; and 
that which 1s truly pl to the body, is alſo good to 
the mind. It is therefare evident, that the ideas of 
good and evil are naturallyevident to the mind, by the 
aſſiſtance of reaſon, The very laws of property may 
be examined by theſe firſt principles of pleaſure and 
pain. While we are infants, we are ſubje& to the law 
of our ſenſes ; when we are men, to that of our rea- 
ſon. And therefore, unleſs we abandon reaſon, the 
very characteriſtic of our nature, we muſt regulate our 
actions by her precepts. - 

Though man has a freedom of will, he is not, on 
that account, lawleſs, and at liberty to commit what 
outrages or violence his vicious appetites ſuggeſt. The 
will, as well as the appetites, are the ſervants of reaſon, 
and ſhould be governed by her, as (MM is by her own 
laws ; we may, therefore, rationally conclude, . that 
men ſhould live in perpetual obedience to ſome lay ; 
and, as the law of reaſon is the moſt ſuitable to human 
nature, it is, conſequently, the moft elipible. The 
immutable will of the ſupreme Being is a kind of law 
which he has impoſed upon himſelf: thoſe immenſe 
orbs, which regularly move through the ſyſtem of the 
univerſe, have motion and pravitation, attraction and 
repulſion, affigned for their laws: and man has reaſon, | 
And it is reaſonable to think that the ſame economy 
runs through all the beings in nature. 
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From what has been ſaid, it evidently appears, that 
ſocieties are not only the ſource of happineſs, but alſo 
abſolutely neceſſary ; and that they cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out ſome law. Nor ſhould man, notwithſtanding the 
loud demands of his paſſions, think himſelf enſlaved 
for living under the dominion of reaſon, fince the great 
Creator himſelf regulates his conduct by a law, which, 
from the unchangeableneſs of his nature, has ſubſiſted 
from, and will continue to, all eternity. Why then 
ſhould not we ſtrictly conform ourſelves to the princi- 
ples of reafon ? If pleaſure be deſirable, as mot ſurely 
it is, we can only hope to obtain it by following her 
dictates. Thoſe pleaſures we enjoy, contrary to her 
precepts, always leave a ſting behind them, infinitely 
ſuperior to the joys we find in their poſſeſſion. We 
ſhould, therefore, always let reaſon direct our actions, 
and remember the golden rule of doing to others what 
we ourſelves, in their circumſtances, ſhould defire from 
another. This is alone ſufficient to conduct a man in- 
nocently and ſafely, through the journey af life, till 
death draws the veil, which ſeparates this from the 
world of ſpirits. 

| Jam, Sir, 


Yours affectionately. 


Ine” 5 _— 


— — 


LETTER CXXVII. 
From the ſame, on Pride. 


Dear Sir, 
1 great inequality that we often perceive in 
1 the productions of the mind of the ſame man, 
is not in the leaſt to be wondered at; for, as man's 
body is compoſed of the elements, ſo it varies with the 
weather, and changes oftener than the moon: So the 
ſoul, though in itſelf immutable, yet it is connected 
with, and compelled to act in and through thoſe corpo- 
real organs, which are always changing, muſt of — 
| Eo coiuty 
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eeſſity have its powers of acting more or leſs impeded» 
muſt riſe or fall like the mercury in the glaſs, accord- 
ing to their degree of clearneſs. Hence the mind is 
on2 hour pure as etherial air, the next, foul as the 
thickeſt fog. 


For pride that buſy ſin | 
Spoils all that we perform. Warrs. 


Since the powers of the mind do thus depend upon 
the organs of the body, which vary like the wind, 
where 1s the certainty of human wit? Where the boait- 
er of human reaſon ? This fickleneſs of the mortal 
trame, this inſtability of human wiſdom, ſhould teach 
us humility, and abaſe our pride. 'There is ſurely no 
paſſion whatſoever ſo univerſal in the human ſpecies as 
pride, yet none ſo unreaſonable ; it is indeed the very 
foundation of folly, and he that has the greateſt ſhare 
of it, muſt of conſequence have the leaſt reaſon. 

If we look through the whole race of man, we ſhall 
ſee them all complaining of ſome want or other; but 
where ſhall we find one who has reaſon enough to com- 
plain of the want of that? We all complain of the 
want df ſomething which we do not really need; yet 
the only thing which we do truly want, we all think we 
have not only enough of, but to ſpare ; for who is 
there that is not fatisfied with his own ſhare of ſenſe, 
or does not think himiclf able to direct others? Our 
pride of ' reaſon is indeed fo great, that we are more 
ambitious of being eſteemed wiſe than good ; yet what 
can more plainly prove our folly ; for who was eyer 
at once both withed a and wife ? Wiſdom and wickedneſs 
can be no more united, than truth and falſhood ; where- 
ever one-enters, the other muſt retire. | 

Of all human excellencies, reaſon is undoubtedly 
the greateſt ; but there are ſome whom nature has in- 
deed favoured with ſuperior powers, who are too apt to 
look down with a ſort of contempt dn their feilow- 
crea ures of inferior parts; yet, if they would but im- 
partially look into and conſider themſelves, they would 
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ſurely confeſs, that they can have nothing in nature 
to boaſt of as really their own : They that have moſt 
wiſdom, will ever be moſt humble; they will acknow- 
ledge, that, whatſoever qualifications may be 
bleſſed with, the honour of them is only due to their 
Creator: If my watch goes well, ſhall it boaſt itſelf ; 

or is the maker to be praiſed ? How much more the 
Creator, who not only put this human machinery to- 
gether, but made all the materials alſo ! He that arro- 
gates to himſelf honour on account of any excellence 
whatſoever, is a thief, and robs his Creator. The 
royal pſalmiſt, when he. bleſſed and praiſed the Lord 
for his people's offering ſo willingly towards erecting 
the temple, moſt truly ſays, * But who am I, and what 
is my people, that we ſhould be able to offer ſo wil- 
lingly after this ſort ? for all things come of thee, and 
of thine own have we given thee. There is indeed no- 
thing that mankind are ſo prone to be proud of, as 
their reaſon: We look upon that as our own intrinſic 
jewel, not liable te be loſt, like wealth or fortune's 
other external favours, but fixed to ourſelves, and 
permanent as our exiſtence; yet how often do we ſee 
this boaſted excellence totally periſh by the moſt trivial 
means? A tile falling, ſhall diſorder ſome ſlender veſſel 
of the brain, when, like a flame extipguiſhed, it va- 
niſhes, never to be. rekindled. How often, like the 
ſhrivelled branches. of a trec, whoſe: veſſels, being ob- 
ſtructed, wither for want of. their nutritive ſap, is this 
vaunted jewel loſt by a paralytie blow? Nay indeed, 
how often has the vain pride of reaſon, and the ſelf- 
aſſumed honourx. of, it, dogradhl human nature to a2 
brute, and procured the juſt puniſhment of Nebuchad- 
nezzar ! Pride is the parent of evil, and of all the paſ- 
ſions is the moſt odious to our Creator, and moſt. hurt- 
ful to ourſelves: It makes us rob him of his due praiſe, 
and ourſelves of all content; for a proud man will ever 
meet with ſome poor Mordecai. Pride makes men look 
at their own merits through a; mapifying optic, at 
others through a contracting glaſs; and. though: it 


blinds us to our own; follies, yet it makes us pry = 
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the frailties of others with eagle eyes; and, accord- 


ing to the word of perfect wiſdom, it makes ns * ſte 
the mote in another's eye, but not the beam in our 
own.'—Pride and reaſon can never accord; they art in 
nature oppoſites, and as contrary as love and hatred, 
and as incompatible as light and darkneſs. US 


There is however a juſt, neceſſary, and well-founded 


ambition, which we ſhould ever carefully diftinguiſh 
from pride. & 

To delight in and take every opportunity of exert- 
ing all the powers we are poſſeſſed of towards honouring 
our Creator, and ſerving our fellow-creatures, is not 
only reaſonable, but the higheſt and nobleſt uſe to 
which human reaſon can be applied ; it is indeed the 


very end for which it was given, Whenever we ſcea 


man exerting his powers to theſe oſes, nothing can 
be more unjuſt to him, or more ee to footy, 
than to attribute them to his pride. We are too apt to 
judge of others by ourſelves ; when we ſee another pot- 


ſeſs ſuch qualifications as would make us proud, we, 
without farther evidence, conclnde him to be ſo. Su- 


perior excellence always attracts envious eyes, and what 


virtue will not envy conſtrue into vice? That ambition 


can never be juſtly blamed, that produces, or endea- 
vours to produce, public good; but ſome are ſo en- 


vious, that they cannot ſee any ſhining talent in ano- | 


mer, without ſnarling at it, like dogs. barking at the 
moon. 

To curb our pride, and check our unjuſt cenſures 
we ſhould all look into, and ſtudy that living and mo 


inſtructive book, our own hearts; for nothing will ſo 


eff>tually ſuppreſs our pride, or correct our cenſures, 
as to know ourſelves. that moſt clearly perceives 
his own imperfections, will be the laſt to ſeek out and 
condemn thoſe of others; he will be like thoſe who 
brought the woman taken in adultery, be ſelf- convicted, 
and ſteal away in filence.. Man's only way to true wiſ- 
dom is to know himſelf. He that would be eſteemed 
truly wiſe, muſt firſt find out, and amend his own. 
faults ; For, what regard will be paid to the lips of 3 

8 Who 


j ˙— —— — — — — — — 
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who contradits them by his life? Who will mind the 
pm of freedom from the mouth of one who chuſes to 

himſelf a ſlave? Or, who will be directed in his way 
by one that cannot ſee his own ? Itis certain, that be- 
ſides the various external impulſions of the elements, 
which man can no ways avoid, he has, within himſelf, 
ſo many falſe friends, ſo many flattering courtiers, 
called paſſions, who paint in his mind ſuch pleaſing de- 
luſive images, and draw ſuch an artful ſhade over his 
reaſon, that render it very difficult for him to ſee himſelf 
in a true impartial light; yet, however difficult it is, 
it may be done ; this miſt of the mind may be cleared 


up; theſe falſe friends may be unmaſked, and theſe 


mental flatterers detected and condemned, by reſolutely 
exerting our reaſon, and trying them at her unbiaſſed 
bar. The bet of mankind will, by a thorough and im- 
partial inſpection into themſelves, * carefully viewing 
the mirrour of their minds, find failings ſufficient to 
abate their pride. | 
Self-kncwiedge is, of all attamments whatſoever, 
the moſt uſeful to ourſelves, and moſt beneficial to 
others: It not only teaches u to think humbly of our- 
ſelves, and to amend our faults, but, like heaven, to 
pity and forgive the frailties of others: It teaches us, 
that whatſoever degree of reaſon we may be bleſſed with, 
not to be puffed up with pride, but to conſider it as a 
talent intruſted to us, of which we muſt render a juſt 
account: not to aſſume the leaſt honour of it to our- 
ſelves, but to act as becomes reaſonable creatures, and 
to give all the glory to him from whom we received the 
power, | 418 


I am, Sir, 


Your fincere friend. 


L E T- 


— 


Letters on Friendſhip, &c, 165 


LETTER CXXIX. 


From the ſame on the utility of ſtudying the ſciences. 
My dear Friend, 
HAT wonder is the effect of ignorance, has 
often been obſerved, The awful ſtilneſs of at- 
tention, with which the mind 1s overſpread at the firit 
view of an unexpected effect or an uncommon perform- 
ance, ceaſes when we have leiſure to difentangle com- 
plications and inveſtigate cauſes. Wonder 1s a pauſe of 
reaſon, a ſudden ceſſation of the mental progreſs, which 
laſts only while the underſtanding 1s fixed upon ſome fin- 
le idea; and is at an end when it recovers force enough 
to divide the object into its parts, or mark the interme- 
diate gradations from the firſt motive to the laſt conſe- 
quence, 
It may be remarked with equal truth, that ignorance 
is often the effect of wonder. It is common for thote 
who have never accuſtomed themſelves to the labour of 


enquiry, nor invigorated their confidence by any con- 


quelts over difficulty, to ſleep in the gloomy quieſcence 
of aſtoniſhment, without any effort to animate langour 
or diſpel obſcurity. What they cannot immediate con- 
ceive, they conſider as too high to be reached, or too 


extenſive to be comprehended ; they therefore content 


themſelves with the gaze of ignorance, and forbearing 
to attempt what they have wi, 
ſign the pleaſure of rational contemplation, to find more 
pertinacious ſtudy, or more active faculties. 
Among the productions of mechanic art, many are 
of a fyrm ſo different from that of their firſt materials, 
and many conſiſt of parts ſo numerous and ſo nicely 
adapted to each other, that it is not poſſible to conſider 


them without amazement. But when we enter the hops 


of artificers, obſerve the various tools by which every 


operation is facilitated, and trace the progreſs of a 
manufacture through the different hands that, in ſuc- 


ceſſion to each other, contribute to its perfeQion; we. 


ſoon diſcover that every ſingle man has an caſy taſk, and 


that 


opes of performing, re- 


r Ä Oo let eos — 
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that the extremes, however remote of natural rudeneſs 
and artificial elegance, are joined by a regular concate- 
nation of effects, of which every one is introduced by 
that which precedes it, and equally introduces that 
which is to follow. 

The ſame is the ſtate of intellectual and manual per- 
formances. A long calculation or a complex diagram 
affrights the timorous and unexperienced from a ſecond 
view; but, if we have ſkill ſufficient to analyſe them 
into ſimple principles, it will generally be diſcovered 
that our fear was groundleſs. Divide and conquer, is a 
principle equally juſt in ſcience, as in policy. Com- 
plication is a ſpecies of confederacy, which, while it 
continnes united, bids defiance to the moſt active and 
vigorous intelle& ; but of which every member is ſe- 
p_ weak, and which may therefore be quickly 
ubdued, if it can once be broken. | 

The chief art of learning, as Locke has obſerved, is 
to attempt but little at a time. The fartheſt excurſions of 
the mind are made by ſhort flights frequently repeated, 
the moſt lofty fabrics of ſcience are formed by the con- 
tinued accumulation of ſingle propoſitions. ; 

It often happens, whatever be the cauſe, that this 
impatience of labour, or dread of miſcarriage, ſeizes 


| thoſe who are moſt diſtinguiſhed for quickneſs of appre- 


henſion; and that they who might with greateſt reaſon 
promiſe themſelves victory, are leaſt willing to hazard 
the encounter. This difidence, where the attention is 
not laid aſleep by lazineſs, or diſſipated by pleaſures, 


can ariſe only from confuſed and general views, ſuch as 


negligence inatches in haſte, or from the diſappoint- 
ment of the firſt hopes formed by arrogance without 
reflection. To expect that the intricacies of ſcience 
will be pierced by a careleſs glance, or the eminences 
of fame aſcended without labour, is to expect a peculiar 
privilege, a power denied to the reſt of mankind; but 
to ſuppoſe that the maze is inſcrutable to diligence, or 
the heights inacceſſible to perfeveranee, is to ſubmit 
tamely to the tyranny of fancy, and enchain the mind 
in voluntary ſhackles. | 5 
ö c 
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It is the proper ambition of the heroes in literature, 
toenlarge the boundaries of knowledge, by diſcovering 
and conquering new regions of the intellectual world. 
To the — of ſuch undertakings, perhaps, ſome 
degree of fortuitious happineſs is neceſſary, which no 
man can promiſe or procure to himſelf; and, therefore, 
doubt 7 irreſolution may be forgiven in him that ven- 
tures into the untrodden abyſſes of truth, and attempts 
to find his way through the fluctuations of uncertainty, 
and the conflicts of contradiction. But when nothing 
more 1s required, than to purſue a path already. beaten, 
and to trample on obſtacles which others have demoliſh- 
ed, why ſhould any man ſo much ſuſpecthis own intellects 
as to imagine himſelf unequal to the attempt ? 

It were to be wiſhed that they who devote their lives 
to ſtudy, would at once believe nothing too great for 
their attainment, and conſider nothing as too little for 
their regard; that they would extend their notice alike ' 
to ſcience and to life, and unite ſome knowledge of the 
preſent world to their acquaintance with paſt ages and 
remote events. 8 

Nothing has ſo much expoſed men of learning to 
contempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of things 
which are known to all but themſelves, and their ina- 
bility to conduct common negotiations, or extricate 
their affairs from trivial perplexities. Thoſe who have 
been taught to conſider the inſtitutions of the ſchools, +, 
as giving the laſt perſect to human abilities, are ſur- 

rized too ſee men wrinkled with ſtudy, yet wanting to 
e inſtructed in the minute circumſtances of propriety, 
or the neceſſary forms of daily tranſactions; and quickly, 


ſhake off their reverence for- modes of education, 


which they find. to produce no ability above the reſt o 
mankind, | 
Books, ſays Bacon, can never teach the uſe of books.” 
The-ſtudent muſt learn by-commerce with menkind to 
reduce his ſpeculations to practice, and accommodate 

his knowledge to the purpoſes of lite. 
It is too common for thoſe who have been bed ta 
ſcholaſtic proſaſlions, and paſſed much of their time in 
| academies 
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2cademies where nothing but learning confers honours, 
to diſregard every qualification, and to imagine that 
they ſhall find mankind ready to pay homage to their 
knowledge, and to croud about them for inſtruction. 
They, therefore, Rep out from their cells into the open 
world, with all the confidence of authority and dignity 
of importance; they look round about them at once 
with ignorance and ſcorn on a race of beings to whom 
they are equally unknown and equally contemptible, 
but whoſe manners they muſt imitate, and with whoſe 
opinions they muſt comply, if they deſire to paſs their 
time happily among them. 

To leſſen that diſdain with which ſcholars are in- 
clined to look on the commen buſineſs of the world, 
and the unwillingneſs with which they condeſcend to 
learn what is not to be found in any ſyſtem of philoſo- 
phy, it may be neceſſary to conſider that, though admi- 
ration is excited by abſtruſe reſearches and remote dif. 
coveries, we cannot hope to give pleaſure, or to conci- 
liate affection, but by Efer accompliſhments, and by 
3 more eaſily communicable to thoſe about us. 

e that can only converſe upon queſtions, about which 
only a ſmall part of mankind has knowledge ſufficient 
to be curious, muſt paſs his days in unſocial filence, 
and live in the croud of life without a companion. He 
that can only be uſeſul in great occaſions, may die 
without exerting his abilities, and ſtand a helpleſs ſpec- 
tator of a thouſand vexations which fret away the hap- 
pineſs of being, and which nothing is required to re- 
move but a little dexterity of conduct and readineſs of 
E | | 

o degree of knowledge, attainable by man, is able 
to {et him above the want of hourly affiftance, or to 
extinguiſh 


The knowledge of the arts and ſciences are of ſo fluctuating a 
nature that the laſt ſyſtem muſt a) ways be moſt conformable to truth: 
that now printing for . Coox x, at No. 17 in Pater noſter-row, 
is cmbel iſhed wit n all the lateſt improvements, and is the beſt work 
et that nature ever yet printed. 
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extinguiſh the deſire of fond endearments, and tender 
officiouſneſs; and therefore, no one ſhould think it 
unneceſſary to learn thoſe arts by which friendſhip may 
be gained. Kindneſs is preſerved by a conſtant rect- 
procation of benefits, or interchange of pleaſures ; but 
ſuch benefits only can be beſtowed, as others are capable 
to receive, and ſuch pleaſures only imparted, as others 
are qualified to enjoy. 

By this deſcent from the pinnacles of art no honour 
will be loſt; for the condeſcenſions of learning are al- 
ways overpaid by gratitude. An elevated genius, em- 
22 in little things, appears, to uſe the ſimile of 

nginus, like the ſun in his evening declination, he re- 
mits his ſplendor, but retains his magnitude, and pleaſes 
more, though he dazzles leſs. 


I am, Sir, 
Yours affectionately. 


——_— — 


LETTER CXXX. 


From the ſame, on the neceſſity of being wirtuous in our 
: youth, | | 


Dear Sir, | | 

M AN is the only creature in the world, whoſe 

happineſs is imperfect, and who, at the ſame 
time, 1s ſenſible that it is ſo; who has ſomething in 
him that diſdains the imperfection of his own being, 
and languiſhes after a condition more perfect. Were 
he compoſed only, like other animals, of fleſh and 
blood, he would find no more faults with his being, 
than they do with theirs, matter alone being incapable 
of reflections ; theſe are therefore the ſecret repinings 
of the ſoul, by which ſhe evidently diſcovers fr ex- 
iſtence. And, fince it is natural for all beings to ſeek 
and thirſt after happinaſs, it 15 neceſſary to know where 
that ſeat is fixed, 1t being the want of that knowledge 
that makes us waſte ſo much time in vain purſuits, and 


unprofitable attempts, in endeavouring to confine hap- 
pineſs 


4 


- 


170 Letters on Friendfip, &c. 
pineſs to the body, which is a priſon too weak to hold 
it; and the ſenſes that conduct it thither, are too feeble 
long to guard and detain it; it is conſtantly endeavour- 
ing to make its eſcape, and, what is worſe, it never 
fails in accompliſhing *its aim. Beſides, if it has no 
other exiſtence than the body, it muſt be very tranſitory, 
aud periſh with it in a contemptible portion of time. 
A man of that opinion muſt be ſure to keep his thoughts 
always ſteadily confined within the compaſs of this life 
and world ; for, if they happen to wander beyond theſe 
limits, they will enter into dark uncomfortable regions, 
affording nothing but black and diſmal proſpects, as 
too _ gay unthinking perſons find by ſad experi- 
ence. Now virtue, the true ſcience of happineſs, will 
— us juſter notions of it, and teach us, that the true 
eat of happineſs is in the ſoul, which is of a capacity 
large enough to contain it, and of a duration laſting 
enough to preſerve it to eternity; there it may riſe to 
unmeaſureable heights without reſtraint; it can never 
overburden or overpower the ſoul. It is the poor feeble 
body only, that is not able to ſupport it, that is too 
weak to bear the rapid and violent motions of the ſoul, 
"when it is filled and agitated with an exceſſive joy. The 

heart is capable of bearing but a ſmall inſignificant mea- 
ſure of joy, it may be eaſily deſtroyed by its irreſiſtible 
efforts. The heart is equally incapable of ſupporting 
immoderate joy, or immoderate grief; the one — 
deſtructive by too great a dilation, and the other by too 
great a depreſſion. Whichſoever of them happens in an 
1mmaderate degree, the frail veſſel is broken, and life 
guſhes, in a torrent, through the wound. 

It is a prepoſterous reſolution of ſome people to de- 
fer being virtuous till they grow old, imagining that 
wiſdom is the natural conſequence of old age; as if 
that which is the greateſt imperfeftion of human nature, 
were molt proper to confer on us the higheſt perfection 
of it. Long obſervation, indeed, is productive of ex- 
perience ; but experience is very different from wiſiom, 
though it is the utmoſt advantage old age can pretend to 
beftow upon us. Now it mult be conſidered that virtue 

16 
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is a habit of the mind, which muſt be acquired by in- 
duſtry and application; to be forcibly introduced into 
the ſoul, in oppoſition to vice, after it has gotten a lon 
and undifturded poſſeſſion of it, muſt be attended wi 

reat difficulty, and requires a preſerving reſolution. 

t Is not to be effected in a ſmall interval of time: the 
approaches muſt be regular and — to difl ſo 
potent an enemy. It is a taſk that requires the vigour 
of youth, and more time than old age has to beſtow. . 

The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near a 
reſemblance as is poſſible to the divine nature, to make 
us Pure as he is pure ; that is, to raiſe us to the utmoſt 
degree of purity our frail nature is capable of. Now, 
the deferring this work, till we grow old, is reſolving 
to be as unhke God as poſſible z Its a confident, but 
very ridiculous aſſurance, that old age will help our de- 
formity, and give us a very good reſemblance of him, 
and in an inſtant confer upon us purity like his, after 
we have wilfully paſſed our e life in contracti 
pollution. Butcan we think that, when the pureſt a 
ſprightlleſt part of life has been proſtituted to vice, the 
dregs are an offering fit for our Maket ? And can we 
think, that he who canjuftly demand every moment of 
our time, will accept of ſuch a ſacrifice ? - 
It is then our higheſt wiſdom to tread the paths of 

virtue in the morning of our days, that the evening may 
terminate with a {mil ng ſerenity, and, when the ſtrug- 
gles of reluctant nature are over, the foul ma heurely 
uing its way to the ſettled regions of unmoleſted ſecu- 
rity, | 


I am, Sir, 


Your dear friend, 
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LETTER cxxx. 


On Marriage, from a Lady in Town to ber Friend in the 
| Country. | 

Dear Madam, | 
M ARRIAGE 1s deſpiſed by ſome, and by others 
too much coveted. The firſt fin againſt the law 
of nature, and divine ordination; the laſt (too often) 
againſt their own peace and happineſs. For thoſe that 
are in extraordinary haſte for a ſettlement, do com- 
monly extend their expectations beyond what they have 
——— in a ſingle life, and many times the imaginary 
eaven proves a real hell. Though your changing your 
condition had an extraordinary proipet, 121 hear my 
laſt letter, which was to wiſh you joy, found you in ſor- 
row ; but I know you are too well principled not to re- 
member the time will come when the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling,- and the weary will be at reft. For if your 
huſband continues ſo induſtrious to torment you, as the 
world repreſents him, I believe you can expect but little 
reſt till that time is come; unleſs it is by the inward 
peace of a good conſcience, which none can take from 
you. That is a conſolation which clamourous wives 
always looſe, and which can never be recompenſed by 
any point they gain, however apparently for their ad- 
vantage. Since the laws of God and nature have given 
men the ſupreme authority in marriage, we ought not 
firſt to accept them upon thoſe terms, and then mutiny 
upon all occaſions. For though ſome men are ſo kind 
as to make our yoke light unto us, yet we take them 
for better or worſe,” and experience ſhews us that 
the odds are on the worſe fide, All this we ſhould con- 
ſider before we engage ourſelves in thoſe ſtrict ties, 
which obliges us to deny our own inclinations, to com- 
ply with thoſe of cur huſbands. . Indeed human policy 
ought to teach us this leſion ; for if we make a man's 
home leſs agreeable to him than any other place, we 
furniſh him with a good excufe for going abroad, which 
can never be to our mutual advantage. Thoſe men 
| whom 
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whom buſineſs does not call out to get money, are ſure 
to ſpend it; and he that is driven from home by a wife's 
ill humour, 1» generally more extravagant, and even 
thinks he has a better pretence to be fo, that he ſacri- 
fices h's body and ſoul, as well as his eſtate to his re- 
venge. 

Some women, indeed, will divert themſelves and not 
ſeem to mind it, and inſtead of endeavouring to win 
their huſbands by complaiſance, turn as extravagant as 
they ; or as the old roverb ſays, ** they light the candle 
« at both ends;“ — they know it muſt at laſt burn 
their own fingers. However, they ſeldom fail of ſuſ- 
fering by their raſhneſs, and the farther they run 'out, 
the ſooner they find a check upon their expences : be- 
ſides, if they ſhould 1 their honeſty, yet they 
undergo the certain Joſs of their reputation, which is 
infinitely more valuable to them than any thing elſe in 
the world; and although by ſuch a conduct, they may 
think to reclaim the men, yet they ought not to do 
evil that good may come.“ - 

But I moſt of all wonder at ſome of our acquaintance 
who ſcem to be ſober women, and yet recommend it, 
as the beſt way to deal with a paſſionate huſband, to 
be more unreaſonable than he. Such a conduct ma 
ſilence ſome men, and might be pardonable if God as 
well as man were to be ſilenced by it. But our religion 
tells us, we muſt not be overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.“ An evil tongue never appears 
ſo odious as in the mouth of a paſſionate woman, railing 
againſt her huſband. We commonly ſay that a madman 
18 2828 and every one that is not in a rage himſelf, 
will allow paſſion to be a 5 madneſs, which 
makes men act as irrationally as lunatics, although they 
have not the ſame excuſe to plead. Such unhap, y 
perſons will often tell you, that paſſion is a natural in- 
firmity ; a violent diſtemper which they ſtrive againſt, 
and 23 they ought to be excuſed; but let them 
remember that their conduct is the more unjuſtifiable, 
as they are ſenſible of their folly. If a huſband is un- 
kind and cruel, it is a great affliction, and the a: 
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tell us, all things of that nature are grievous, but as 
contrary as they are to fleſh and blood, yet they ariſe 
not from the duſt, and that it 1s not for us to contend 
with our Maker. He that can with a word controul the 
fury of the winds and ſeas, can with with as little trou- 
ble avert any ſtorm that threatens us, when he ſees us 
fit objects of mercy. For if we attempt to ſhake of 
the yoke, or think by ſtruggling to e the chain ſit 
— upon us, we ſhall ſoon be convinced of our error, 
like birds taken in a net, who, by beating their fea- 
thers off, increaſe their miſery, and at the ſame time 
diſable themſelves from making their eſcape. Thoſe 
amongſt us that know we have been ſo obliging, as 
never to deſerve an ill word from our perſecutors, ſhould 
remember, that ſtill we every day deſerve God's chaſtiſe- 
ments, and that wicked and unreaſonable men are a 
ſword of his which wounds us the deeper, the more we 


love the hand which he employs for our correction. 


But how ſharp ſoever it is, yet we ſhould not repine, 
conſidering it is to humble us, in order to draw us nearer 
to himſelf. He has ſaid, that when we arrive at a pro- 
per degree of perfection, we ſhall be free from all our 


ſufferings, but as long as we we continue to offend, we 


ſhall be puniſhed either in this world, or what is infi- 


nitely worſe, in the world to come. 5 


I have a few thoughts more to ſend you on the ſame 


ſubject, which I am notable at preſent to communicate, 


being in a very poor ſtate of health, but Lam fill, 
Dear Madam, 1 
| Your ſincere friend. 
LETTER CXXXII 
From the ſame. 


gn OC 


Dear Madam, ; | 
T* compliance with your -requeſt, I mentioned a few 
1 things concerning marriage, and according to my 


promiſe now fit down to trouble you with the remainder. 
It 
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It is certainly a very filly thing for people to quarrel, 
who mult be friends again; unleſs they chuſe rather to 
live aſunder than ſubmit ſilently to many things they 
cannot approve. I will not pretend to determine what 
provocation is ſufficient to juſtify ſuch a breach, nor to 
ſay that it cannot be juſtified, fince even the beſt of 

women have parted from their huſbands, — 
they ſeem 1incerely to lament their ſeparation. Nor 
does their conduct accuſe them to have done it lightly, 
or upon the account of taking their pleaſure, which 
would ſoon be diſcovered, as, in ſuch circumſtances, 
all eyes are upon them, and they muſt live more reſerv- 
ed than the reſt of the world, or elſe they would 
232 be liable to ſuch a cenſure, as muſt vindicate 
the conduct of their hufbands. 

And though in all quarrels betwixt a man and his 
wife, if it come to a hot diſpute, there are faults in 
both parties, yet the weaker veſſel is ſo little conſidered, 
meerly for being weak; that they are often blamed 
much more than they deſerve; which cenſure they can 
no way prevent ſo well, as by a ſtriẽt obſervance of their 
relative duties, and to havea conſcience void of offence 
towards God and the world. : 

Nothing upon earth can be faid to afford ſatisfaction, 
_ as our imagination makes it appear fo at a diftance, 

this proſpect is dreſſed by fancy in ſuch various 
ſhapes, that what would be a delight to one is. real 
miſery to another; and age or poſſeſſion does fome- 
times give the ſame perſons ſuch different notions, that 
— ſick of the very things the 2 ed for 
before. This is probably the reaſon why old pevple are 
ſo much for denying young ones thoſe innocent diver- 
ſions they are grown weary of themſelves; though 
perhaps, at the ſame time, they may gratify their own 
foible in ſomething equally ridiculous. It is this con- 
trariety in the mind that makes matrimony ſo uneaſy; 
for when one ſets up a ſeparate Diana to worſhip, their 
hearts cannot be full of afe@ion to one another, and 
if both are bigotted to their own ways, it too often 
ruins not only themſelves, but alſo their — 4 
| children. 
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children. But you, Madam, are not in danger of falling 


into this error, being of too complying a nature, to bring 


yourſelf and others into any inconveniency upon that 
ſcore; and I rejoice to hear how unmoved you appear, 
under ſo great a provocation. I confeſs, that a huſband's 
keeping another before one's eyes,. is the crueleſt thing 
he can do; yet even in that caſe it is muſt prudent to 
ſhew no forwardneſs ; for the miſtreſs will be ſure to 
entertain him with mirth and careſſing, which will 


make the wife's frowns ſeem more intolerable, and 


ſuch women never fail to magnify all domeſtic accidents. 
Theſe proſtitutes are indeed the greateſt enemies to 
conjugal love, for them the gentlemen put on their beſt 
countenances, and with them they paſs their moſt 
pleaſing hours; the indignation is reſerved for the 
wife of his boſom, who muſt ſhare in nothing but the 


grievances, till at laſt they become partners in their 


wants, the unavoidable conſequences of ſuch courſes, 
Some few inflances we have ſeen of huſbands who have 
been reclaime-! by a wife's tenderneſs, before the in- 
a nas has gone too far, but none I believe were ever 
hectored out of it. | 

Some men are ſo kind to their wives, as to endea- 
Your to conceal their falſhood, which if they do, it 1s 
very indiſcreet for the ladies to enquire into it, and they 
are not their friends who give them the information, 
He that goes about to hide his amour, ſhews either a 
ſenſe of ſhame, or a regard to his ſpouſe; and that 
may in time wean him from ſuch company, or at leaſt 
it is a ſign he does not deſire to grieve her, which 
moſt men eſteem their great prerogative, and would 
loſe half their ſatisfaction in their antrigues, were it 
not for their pleaſure of tormenting the wife, There are 
ſome katate who, to uſe the old proverb, ** have 


4 ſtretched the bow till it has broke, and under ſuch 

an extraordinary principle of fortitude, that keeps any 

woman from returning the compliment, eſpecially when 

ſtimulated both by pride and revenge. She thinks a 

gallant's admiration repairs the affront which a huſband 

puts upon her charms, by giving her place to another, 
| 9 perhaps 


* 
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perhaps leſs handſome than herſelf. This has been 
thought a plauſible excuſe by many women, and upon 
their huſband's running aſtray, have diverted their me- 
lancholy hours at the expence of their honour. But 
whatever I have ſaid of mutual feelings, I do not make 


any compariſon in favour of my own ſex, ay I know - 
the crime is much greater in the wife, and even deteſta- 


ble, modeſty being the higheſt ornament of a woman, 
and the gaſfing it off hecomes a fin both againſt God 


and nature. For my part, if I commit a fault againſt 
my ſex in being for ſo much reſignation, they muſt par- 


don me; for I cannot adviſe others to more obedience 


than I would wiſh to practiſe myſelf ; and I intreat all 
thoſe that deſpiſe me, as being ſo tame a fool, that they 
would baniſh all anger out of their minds for one year, 


and then tell me if they have not more content in for- 
giving than returning a reproach. 

I fear I have already exceeded the bounds of a letter, 
for which I ought to make an apology, but more words 


would give you trouble; therefore I will gily beg 


of you to excuſe and love 


Your ever ſincere, and vs 1h 
affectionate Friend. 


— 8 þ 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 


From a Lady to ber Friend, whoſe Lover had baſely left 
ber and married another, 


My dear Friend, 
6 expectation of happineſs is generally fo ill 
placed, that it is no wonder we meet with per- 
petual diſappointments, When dur choice ariſes from 
ye we have ſo very blind a guide as will inevitably 
cad us to deſtruction; for though love appears, then 


gentleſt, yet our affections are ſo much the right of 


our almighty Creator, that as often as we 6x them im- 
moderately upon any of * fading objects here below, 


ve 
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we are certainly guilty of ſacrilege to the Divine Good- 


| neſs, which fault is commonly puniſhed: by the very 


thing we doat on. This I doubt has been your caſe, 
and not yours alone; for ſoon or late few eſcape that 
miſchief, eſpecially amongſt our weaker ſex, - whoſe 
tender nature leaves them moſt expoſed to ruin; and 
though they ſee others ſhipwrecked before their eyes, 
will yet venture out to fea on the ſame” bottom, inſen- 
danger, till they periſh, and oſten fall un- 
pitied. | | 

q Men have a thouſand advantages over us, but in the 
affair of courtſhip they add cunning to all: their other 
accompliſhments, and are as zealous to deceive, as if 
their lives would be made happy-by-the cheat. How- 
ever, they will find it a ſad-miltake at laſt if perjury is 
to be accounted for, although your falſe traitor, like 


many others, may look on that time at a great diſtance. 


But I ſuppoſe he thinks himſelf excuſed as being more 
knave than fool, which title indeed #8 ſo highly due to 
him, that I believe none well do him ſuch manifeſt 
wrong as to diſpute it; and J am ſure, the blacker he 
— the greater reaſon you have to bleſs that Pro- 
vidence, Which permitted him to break the contract; 
for without doubt, he that proved ſo ill a lover to the 


beſt of miſtreſſes, would have made an intolerable huſ- 


band to the beſt of wives; and his ill uſage would have 
coſt you more than his in fidelity. Lam ſenſihleſa heart fo 
38332 and conſtant as yours, cannot eaſily efface the 
ep impreſſion he has made in it, that muſt be the 
work of time with God's aſſtance, which I hope will 
never fail you. I do aſſure you, I am deeply tquched 
with every thing that concerns you, nor is it without 
great regret, that I fubmit to my unhappy circum- 
itances detaining me from being the companion of your 
melancholly hours, which I ſhould endeavour with all 

my power to divert. | 
You ſay it is a daily 3 to your trouble, to 
think you ſuffered yourſelf to be ſo eaſily impoſed on: 
but that as I told you before, is our common fate, al- 
though all impoſtors are not equally induſtrious —_ 
WICKEC ; 
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wicked; and you ought not to condemn. your own 

judgment, for want of ſagacity to diſcover_a cheat, 
as it would be to arraign the conduct of almoſt all. the 
human race, 

Pardon me, dear madam, for. troubling you ſo far. 
Indeed I might have told you at firft what I muſt men- 
tion now, and. what you know. already, that he only 
can give us comfort whom we ſeldom regard but. when. 
we are driven to it by neceſlity, - Solomon, who had 
tried all the alluring * love and beauty, — 
quality and riches gave him an opportunity to gratify 
every inclination, —— bounds to his wiſhes, 
could call them all, ** Vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” 
It is no wonder, then, if every one of us diſcover the 
ſame truth to, our own. coſt, Let us therefore reſolve 
as much as we can to ſubmit our wills to the will of our 
heavenly father, who ſees all our actions, and has ſo 
decreed, that our way. to everlaſting. happineſs, ſhould 
be through the wilderneſs of affliction. | 


I am, dear Madam, 
your ſincere Friend. 


* 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 


From a Gentleman en the Circuit, to his Friend in 
London. 


Dear Sir, 
HE many trials I have been witneſs to on this 
journey, has led me to an enquiry concerning 
the nature of juſtice. | 

Juſtice is a relation of congruity, which is really 
found between two things: this relation is always the 
fame, whatever being conſiders it, Whether God, an- 
gel, or, laſtly, man. 

Indeed, men do not always ſee theſe relations, and; 
even when they do ſee them, they are often neglected 
to follow their own _—_ intereſts, Juſtice * 
"M0 er 
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her voice, but ſhe finds it difficult to be heard amidit 
the tumult of the paſſions. . 
Men often commit injuſtice, becauſe it is their in- 
tereſt, and they chuſe rather to ſatisfy themſelves than 
others. Their actions always tend to their own emo- 
lument: no body is wicked for nothing; ſome reaſon 
muſt ſway him; and that reaſon is always a reaſon of 
intereſt, | 
Me ought to love juſtice, becauſe by that means we 
reſemble the divine being, of whom we have ſo lovely 
an idea; becauſe he mutt inevitably be juſt, And, 
though we were deſtitute of revelation, we ſhould till 
be under the government of equity. 

This induces me to believe that juſtice is eternal, and 
does not depend upon human conventions: and, if it 
did depend upon them, it would be a fatal truth, which 
we ſnould conceal even from ourſelves. 

We are encompaſſed with men ſtronger than our- 
ſelves ; they may hurt us a thouſand different ways, 
and generally with impunity, What a comfort is it to 
us, to know that there is in the heart of all thoſe men 
an inward principle, -that exerts itſelf in our behalf, 
and protects us from their violence? | 

Were it not for this, we ſhould have reaſon to live 
in a ſcene of horror; we ſhould be as much 
terrified at meeting a man as a lion; and we ſhould 
never, one ſingle moment, be ſecure of our lives, or 
eſtates, or our honour, * e 

When I reflect on theſe things, my indignation is 
inflamed againſt thoſe perſons, who repreſent God as a 
being that makes a tyrannical uſe of his power ; who 
tell us he acts after a manner which we ourſelves would 
not, for fear of offending him ; who accuſe him of all 
the imperfections which he puniſhes in us; and, in their 
contradictory opinions, deſcribe him at one time as an 
unjuſt being, and at another, as a being who hates and 
puniſhes injuſtice. . * . | 

When a man examines himſelf, what a ſatisfaction i: 
it to find he has an upright heart! this pleaſure, ſevere 


as it is, muſt fill him with rapture : he looks upon 
himſc!t 
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kimſelf as a being as much above thoſe who are deſti- 
tute of it, as he is above the brute creation. 
There is one thing common at the aſſizes which 
troubles me very — and that is, the diverſions of 
all ſorts carried on at ſuch times of ſolemnity. To ſee 
a fellow creature going to the place of execution, whilſt 
the people are engaged at play, is a qr of ſo in- 
human a nature, that I ſcarce know by what name to 
call it. If ever ſeriouſneſs was to be found amongſt 
mortals, ſurely ſuch are the times, It ought always to 
remind us of two things, the corruption of human na- 
ture, which renders thoſe executions neceſſary, and the 
laſt day, when we ſhall all appear before a judge who 
cannot -be deceived. But I doubt not you have long 
ſince conſidered theſe things, and therefore I ſhall con- 
clude with my aſſurance of being 
22 Your real Friend. 


. . * 
1˙•— 
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LETTER cxxxv. 


From a Gentleman in the Country, to his Friend in 
| | London, on Retirement, WOO 3" 
. My dear Friend, £33118 367" 
OU know I was fick of the hurry and confuſion 
in London, and therefore retired into the country 
to enjoy à calm tranquillity, and feaſt wy eyes with 
nature cloathed in the blooming garment of the ſpring. 
Here I often contemplate the wonders of creation un- 
diſturbed, and think myſelf happier in ſolitude, than 
the gaudy courtier amidſt the ſplendor, noiſe, and 
-hurry of a court. | 
This is 8 habitation; ſilence guards the door 
againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinences 
of idle converſation. The ſwarm of temptations that 
beſet us amidit the gaities of life, are baniſhed Fom 
theſe ſcenes of retirement: here, without diſturbance, 
I can ſurvey my own thoughts, and ponder the ſecret 
intentions of my own heart. In ſhort, here I'can learn 
the beſt of ſciences, that of © knowing myſelf,” 
| The 
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The other evening 1 ſtrayed into the fields, and, 
pleating myſelf with that variety of objects that pre- 
Jented themſelves on every fide, night overtook me, 
before I was aware. The whole face of the ground 
was ſoon overſpread with ſhades, only a few of the lofty 
eminences were cloathed with ſtreaming filver, and the 
tops of the waving groves and ſummits of the moun- 
tains were irradiated with the ſmiles of departing day. 
The clouds, expanding their purple wings, were tipped 
with a ray of gold, while others repreſented a chain of 
lofty mountains, whoſe craggy ſummits overſhadowed 
the vales below, and along their inacceſſible ſides there 
appeared various pits and romantic caves. 

A calm of tranquillity and undiſturbed repoſe ſpread 
over the whole ſcene. The gentle gales fanned them- 
ſelves aſleep, ſo that not a fingle leaf was in motion: 
echo herſelf Rept unmoleſted, and the expanded ear 
could only catch the liquid lapſe of a murmuring ſtream. 
The beaſts departed to their graſſy couch, and the vil- 
lage ſwains to their pillows ; even. the faithful dog for- 
got his poſt, and ſlumbered with his maſter. 

Darkneſs was now at its height, and the different ob- 
jects were only rendered viſible by the faint glimmer- 
ings of the ſtars. This ſolemn ſcene brought to my re- 
membrance th: terrors which often invade timorons 
minds; this, ſaid 1 to myſelf, is the time when the 
rhoſts are ſuppoſed to make their appearance, and ſpi- 
1its viſit the ſolitary dwellings of the dead. But what 
mould terrify me, when I'know I am encompaſſed by 
te hand of my Maker, and that in a ſhort time I ſhall 
enter a whole world of unbodied beings, Nor is it 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that numbers-of inviſible be- 
ings are, at this inſtant, patrolling the ſame retreat, 
and joining with me in contemplating the works of the 
Almighty Creator. Sit. . 

When I reflect on the benefit of retirement, I am rea- 
dy to plead in behalf of thoſe popiſh recluſes who lett 
the world, and ſhut themſelves up in celts and cloyſters. 
For although man is a ſocial being, yet he muſt at _ 


/ 
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find ſome retirement beneficial to his health, and con- 
ducive to his eternal intereſt. \ 

| Lam, dear Sir, S 
Your ſincere Friend. 
Gee gv 


LETTER CxxxVI. 


From a Lady who had formerly kift a Boarding School, 
to another of the ſame Profeſſion, on Female Education. 


Madam, | 


Received your letter, containing the following re- 
queſt, wiz. What are the moſt proper methods to 
be ufed in conducting the education of young ladies, 
fo as to avoid extravagance on the one hand, and mean- 
neſs on the other? s is a very important queſtion, 
and perhaps above my poor abilities to anſwer. How- 
ever, as I have had many years experience in female 
education, I ſhall tell you my thoughts on the ſubject 
with the preateſt freedom. | | 
It is the misfortune of the preſent age, that almoſt 
all ranks of people are ſo much infatuated as to ſtrive 
who ſhall. but. do one anvther in extravagance, and the 
daughter bf an ordinary. tradeſman can ſcarce be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from a lady of _ If we enquire into 
the cauſes from which. thoſe effects low, we will find 
that they are partly owing to the conduct of the mo- 
chers, and partly to thoſe intruſted with their edues— 
tion. I ſhall mention a few things concerning Both, 
and leave you to judge of the propriety. $3 $20 
Mothers mould on every vceation' teach their daugh- 
ters, that it is 4 duty incumbent dn them not to have 
aſpiring” "views deyond that ſtation in which Providence 
has placed ckem. That humble uftafected modeſty in 
a ſtuff gown, will be preferred by every ſenſible perſon 
before rither filks or Bruffels lace. That it is a greater 
accompliſhment for a tradeſman's daughter to waſh a 
floor than tv dance on it; and much more uſeful to be 
I 4 able 
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able to dreſs a joint of meat, than point out che par- 


ticular merits of an actreſs, and applaud or condemn a 
ſong. But the keepers of boarding-ſchools are ſtill 
more culpable than parents. No ſooner is miſs placed 
in one of thoſe ſeminaries than ſhe is taught to conſider 


herſelf a young lady, and even honoured with that 


high appellation. Thus the ſeeds of vanity are ſown 
in the firſt rudiments. of learning, and continues to 


operate on the conduct as ſhe advances in years, 


Ld * 


— It grows with her growth, and ſtrengthens 
| with her ftrength.” Porz. 


It js almoſt impoſlible for thoſe who are any way 


, acquainted with human nature, to imagine that the 


girl who is taught to conſider herſelf as a lady, can 
ever be a proper wife for a tradeſman, and common 


ſenſe teacheth her that ſhe has not any thing greater to 
expect. | 


| But there is ſomething. ſtill worſe. She is not only 


_ anfit to be the wife of an honeſt induſtrious tradeſman, 


but ſhe often occaſions. his ruin. She expects to be 


ſupported in the ſame extravagant manner as at the 


| warming — diſſipation s place of prudence, 


public 


verſions are more attended to chan domeſtic 
duties, and the unhappy huſband, to enjoy peace, is 
often obliged to leave his buſineſs, that his Iady may 


be honoured with his company. The fatal effects of 
. ſuch extravagance are ſoon felt, and the woman who 


formerly conſidered herſelf as lady, finds, by woeful 
experience, that ſhe had aſſumed an improper name. 


The beſt, nay the only way to educate their children, 


conſiſtent with their own ſtation in life, is on all 
occaſions to teach them not to expect more than their 


birth entitles them to. It would likewiſe be very be- 


- neficial w the nation, if thoſe women who keep 
boarding-ſchools, were to inſtruct the girls in uſeful em- 


| ployments, 
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er rather than in ſuch uſeleſi arts as cannot 
be of any real benefit to them in the world.“ — 
| I am, dear Madam, 1 

Your ſincere Friend. 


LETTER CXXXVII. 
Ox Sickneſs, from a Lady to her Friend lately recovered 
from a dangerous liineſs. 
Madam, | 

FT E R ſo long, ſo ſtrict a friendſhip as has been 
A inwiolably preſerved betwixt us, I hope it is not 
neceſſary for me to aſſure you how eaperly I wiſhed: to 
ſpend the ſummer at your houſe ; but wherever I am 
my heart is entirely yours, that heart which by a thou- 
ſand obligations is tied for ever to you. I know your 
huſband and mother's tenderneſs would render my cate 
almoſt unneceſſary, and indeed my preſent deſire to ſte 
u ſince your recovery, is to know the ſtate of your 
ealth from my own obſervation, rather than from the 
reports of others, leſt they ſould flatter me in pity to 

my trembling expectations. | 
Whilſt we continue in this world, we are ſubject to 
a variety of aflitions, and when God ſees fit to lay u: 
under ſeverer afflictions either of body or mind, we 
are obliged to ſubmit with a becoming reſignation ; but 
alas! in caſes of that nature we are but miſerable com 
forters to each other: Riches and honours, as tempt- 
ing as they appear to the greateſt votaries when well, 
yet in ſickneſs, if they are accompanied with their 
uſual train of viſitors, inſtead of doing us good by 


+ RG 
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* There are many books on female education, but the beſt and 
moſt uſeful is the Polite Tutoreſs, publiſhed by J. Coors, at 
No. 17, Pater-noſter-row, It is equally uſeful for the miftreſ; 
and the ſcholar,. and a moſt excellent book fot female ſchools in 
general, : . 
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gratifying our ambition, they help to foment the diſ. 
order without ever producing a cure. As crowned head; 
are no more exempt From the ſword of the deſtroying 
angel, than the pooreſt beggars, how little ought we 
to value grandeur, which can give us no aſſiſtance in 
our extremities. A down bed is not a better inſurcr of 
ſleep in ſuch aſe, than a heap. of . ſtraw; and a king 
t iat groans under the agonies of an incurable diſeaſe, 
is ſoon made ſenſible that it takes its commiſſion from 
2 higher power chan his. 
Sickneſs multiplies all our grievances, and the weak- 
neſs of the has ſuch effect upon the mind, that it 
finks under thoſe troubles that would not move it at 
a nother time; but our judgment decaying with us, we 
ſhall too ſoon find its — occupied by wild chimeras 
of our own fancy, and ſtartle every moment at giants 
of our own invention ; every haſty word affrights, and 
every whiſper gives us an alarm; nay ſometimes we are 
To unjuſt as to charge our beſt friends with want of love 
and reſpect, when they have toiled about us, to a de- 
gree that we cannot mention without bluſhing at our 
own ingratitude ; and when the want of ability to 
help ourſelves, forces us to become burthenſome to 
others, inſtead of excuſing the trouble, we are too apt 
to increaſe their uneaſineſs by continual fretting. This 
is the common method which the fick uſes to afflict 
and confuſe their brains. Mourning over our miſery 
is indeed fo very natural, that of ourſelves we cannot 
forbear it, though we know it leads us to doubt of the 
goodneſs of that God, whoſe mercies are daily new 
unto us. | 

A diſturbed conſcience is certainly the work circum- 
Rance that can befall a ſick perſon, and I heartily beg of 
God to keep you and all others from falling into it; 
that we may never have the leaſt diſtruſt of our ſalva- 
tion through Jeſus Chriſt, nor preſume groundleſsly 
upon his merits, without lamenting and forſaking our 
fins. But your life hitberto has been fo ſtrictly pious, 
that I do not in the leaſt apprehend you want a ſum- 


mons from me to look up to him who is the author and 
| Iniſher 


— 
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- finiſher of your faith, and to call on him in all your 
diſtreſſes. But it is with the greateſt pleaſure I hear 
of your unfeigned devotion, even in the midſt of your 
ſevere afflictions, and that you have retained your uſual . - 
ſerenity of mind under all your grievous tortures, 
without repining at the will of your heavenly father,. 
who has ſo ordered that the road to Canaan ſhould be 
through the wilderneſs. 
All this ſedate frame of yours being conſidered, it 
may ſeem impertinent in me to trouble you, but-I have 
ber inſenſibly led into it from the remembrance of 
unhappy events to which I was lately witneſs I mean 
ſome who inſtead of ſubmitting patiently, to the hand 
of God, were ſo totally loſt to all ſenſe of duty as to 
call the Almighty unjuſt, I hope ſoon.to-have the plea- 


ſure of ſeeing you, and am 
b Your ſincere friend. 


- * 
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LETTER cxxxvm. 
' From a Lady to her Friend who 6 


My dear Friend, 

I MPU FTE not my ſilence to any want; but the exceſs 
of kindneſs, which makes me too much a partner in 

vour ſorrow; to find words at all ſuitable. to the ſhare 

have with you in it, If therefore Lam the laſt in con- 

doling, I do moſt faithſully aſſure you,, that it is not 
inſenſibility,, but the higheſt degree of love and tender- 
neſs that occaſioned it.. The grief that is leaſt is ſooneſt 
expreſt, and perhaps the more nqiſc it makes, the leſs 
_ miſchief is foltained by it. Had I been unconcerned 

my thoughts and pen might have been more free, 
though Teould not — ſaid any thing ſufficient to * 
ſo violent a tide as your juſt- lamentations. 2 i 
have offered ſome poor reaſons againit | other women 
afflicting themſelves ſo much, which 2 
ed to mention te you, having been a witneſs how aac 


your haſband's love and — excelled the . 
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men I eyer met with, and I am fo ſenſible of your reci- 
procal affection, that I know the power of God 
only can ſupport you under ſuch a ſeparation which I 
believe was more terrible than death itſelf. But my 
dear friend your ſorrow-is not as one without hope. 
- Uſe your utmoſt endeavours to ſubmit to the hand of 
the Almighty, with as much reſignation in this as you 
did in your own diſtemper, though that only aſſaulted 
your body while this pierces your heart. You muſt 
remember that it was the ſame merciful God that gave 
you him, who has now taken him to himſelf; and in 
the midſt of your afflictions bleſs God for ſparing you 
ſo long for the fake of your children. I hope you will 
conſider that this parting is to his inexpreſſivle advan- 
tage, and has removed him from a tranſitory and im- 
perfect, to an everlaſting happineſs, whither I doubt not 
you are daily preparing to follow him; and ſince it has 
_ Pleaſed God to deny you the further aſſiſtance of ſuch 
an example and counſellor, he will abundantly recom- 
pence that loſs, by a greater meaſure of his grace, to 
carry you through ho trials and temptations to which 
you are daily-expoſed, unleſs you negle& to implore his 
elps by giving up yourſelf to ſuch melancholy as muſt 
. your faculties, while it weakens your natu- 
ral conſtitution. If the ſaints in heaven are acquainted 
with what happens in this lower world, they muſt diſ- 
. approve of ſuck à conduct as leads them to contend 
with their greateſt benefactor and beſt friend. Shall 
the thing formed ſay to its maker why haſt thou done 
' ſo? The time is faſt approaching when you, being 
freed from all entanglements with this ſublunary world, 
muſt viſit thoſe regions where you will again ſee your 
| beloved ſpouſe, in a ſtate never to be anterrupted, never 
to have an end. The miſeries of this world muſt have 
an end, and fo muſt our mourning. This I have 
learned even from heathen ſages, that all violent 
pains are ſhort and but of a tranſitory duration. But 
we chriſtians are obliged to conſider affliftion in a quite 
different light, as the chaſtiſement of our heawenly 


father, whofe benevolence is his darling attribute, 


- 
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If the diſſolution of the righteous is to exempt them 
from labour, though our temporal intereſt makes us 
_ eager to detain them longer with us, yet the ſenſe of 
what they enjoy in heaven muſt be a great means of 
abating our grief. Some indeed have ſo little comfort in 
this world, that they are ready to ſay as Job of old, 
«© Wherefore is light given to him that is in miſery, 
and life unto the bitter in ſoul, which long for death. 
and it cometh not, and dig for it more than for hid 
* treaſures, which rejoice exceeding, and are glad. 
* when they find the grave? ; 
Tour molt flattering hopes could not in the courſe of 
nature been many years longer gratified with his com- 
pany; and therefore you muſt not ſpend the remainder 
of your days in mourning, but being fully convinced. 
of the vanity of every thing mortal, let us ſubmit to 
every alteration as the ſervants of God, who has gra- 
ciouſly promiſed to lay no more upon us than we can 
bear. That you may experience that mercy to aſſiſt 
you in this trial of your faith and patience, is the ſin- 


c re prayer of, 
Dear Madam, | 
Your ever affeftionate Friend. 


_ r 


LETTER CXXXIX. 


From a Gentleman to bis Friend in diſireſed C. ircumſtances, 
who had endeawaured ta conceal his Poverty. 


Dear Sir, | 12 
Am extremely concerned to find you have ſo ill an 
I cpinion of me, as to hide your misfortunes, and 

let me hear of them from another hand. I know 
not how to interpret your conduct, as it makes me fear 
you nevercſtcemed my friendſhip, if you could imagine 
that any alteration in your, circumſtances ſhould ever 
be able to change my love. I had a different opinion of 
our mutual obligations to each other, and ſhould have 


thought it an injury to your generous nature had J con- 
: cealed 


-- 
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eraled any thing concerning myſelf from you, though 
it might have leſſened me in your eſteem. I hoped till 
now you had put the fame confidence in me, who had 
nothing to recommend me to your. favour, but plain 
uncerity of ſoul, and whoſe ſole deſign was, to pro- 
mote the happineſs of. my friend.. | | 
I dare not quarrel. with you now leſt you ſhould con- 
ſider me as taking the advantage of you. in your pre- 
ſent diſtreſs, and induce you to break off a correſpoh- 
dence as dear to me as ever; and this leads me to ſay 
ſomething of real friendſhip in general. Real friend - 
ſhip is not confined. to any ſtation in life; it is com- 
mon in the meaneſt cottage, and has even ſometimes 
deen found in the palace. Simplieity of manners and 
integrity in all our actions, naturally leads us to expect 
ſincerity in the conduct of thoſe with whom we are 
any way connected The imperfections incident to 
human nature are ſo numerous, that we are ſollicitous 
of finding ſome perſon to whom we can unboſom our 
minds, and lay open the inmoſt receſſes of our hearts. 
A real friend, in order to preſerve the character he has 
aſſumed, will, in the firſt place, endeavour to diſcharge 
every duty incumbent upon him to all his fellow 
creatures, . But ſtill. there is ſomething wanting, and 
although we may be philanthroports in general, yet we 
like to place our affections on one Fu object. 
Why my friend any ſuſpicion of my fincerity ? Why 
Aid you conceal your diſtreſs from me f Friendlhip is of 
too ſacred a nature to be trifled with, and the man who 
| does not act conſiſtent with his profeſſions, proſtitutes 
| that amiable: appellation. No mental reſervation can 
| be uſed in friendſhip, for wherever that happens there 
| is ſome doubt of ſincerity, which for the-molt part ends 
either in a total indifference, or which 1s infinitely. 
| worſe, an abſolute hatred. I am ſorry to ſay that there 
| are few people Who either know or value the bleſſings 
of friendſhip : if they did, they would not upon every 
frivolous occafion find fault with the conduct of their 
| fellow creatures. | | 


as : | At 


Letters on F iendſbip, &c, Tp 
At preſent, my dear friend, let my purſe (however 
empty) be at your ſervice, but let it never be more open 
than my heart. Conceal nothing from me, and. all I 
have is yours, We were once Fiends, let us only re- 
main ſo. Let me hear an acrount from you of your 
preſent, eircumſtances, and my laſt ſhilling ſhall be 
ſpent in your ſervice, Let the ſincerity of my friend- 
ip be eſtimated only according to my actions, and if 
it ſhall appear that I have ated inconſiſtent with the 
ſacred name of friendſhip, ler me be fot ever blotted: 
out of your memory. 


I am, Sir, 


Your firicere Friend. - 


= 
i — 
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LETTER CXL. 


From a Gentleman lately returned from his Travels, to 
| his Friend, concerning Loyalty. | 
My dear Friend, 
T is very natural for the moſt curious travellert, 
after having ſpent ſome time abroad, to return 
with joy to their own country, butmuch more pleaſant 
to me whio did not go outof it by my own Choice, but 
impelled by neceflity. - IX 
When I returned I hoped to find a general. tranquil- 
lity among all ranks of people, and the animoſities 
which ſubſiſted when I went abroad buried in perpetual 
oblivion. But I was ſtrangely amazed to find the ſame 
ſpirit of murmuring as before. In one place the mi- 
niſtry are ſaid to be ſeeking the loaves and fiſties, and 
the patriots are endeavouring. to diſpoſſeſs them, with 
no other view than to obtain their places. In oneplace 
we are told that the miniſters are a ſet of abandoned. 
debauchees, and when the courtiers return the compli- 
ment to the patriots, the anſwer is, that a man may 
be an abandoned villain, a ſcandal to human nature, 
and yet a lover of his country. If you aſk theſe ſeveral 
forts of gentlemen what it is they wiſh for, you =_ 
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find they have ſeveral ends in view. Some of them 
are men that have'by their extravagance ſpent their 
fortunes, loſt their credit, and therefore are in a vio- 
Tent haſte for a war, in hopes by plunder to repleniſh 
their pockets, like vulturzs who keep hovering over a 
dead carcaſe. They ſpeak aloud juſt as they would 
have it, that all things are running to confuſion, 
Others, like crows, love the fruits of the earth, but 
hate the fmell of gunpowder, and theſe affirm as poſi- 
tively, though not ſo loudly, that we fhall be ine- 
vitably ruined unleſs there is a change of the miniſtry. 
A third ſort of this diſaffected party, are a ſet of men, 
like moles, that are always digging under ground, and 
no kind of ſoil can eſcape their talons. RS, 

Beſides theſe there is another party, whoſe deſigns 
are extremely foreign, to any of the reſt, and yet 
they are equally pernicious. There are ſeveral ſe- 
le& companies of drunkards, who, inſtead -of mind- 
ing their own buſineſs, aſſemble at different alehouſes 
$0 ſettle the ſtate of the nation over a tankard of por- 
ter, * a bowl of punch. Theſe may properly be 
called; "Wb | NI 


| tf pamper'd people, and debauch'd' with eaſe, 
- No king can govern, and no God can · pleaſe.” 


The above gentry are a real nuſance to human ſo- 
ciety, as they raiſe g- ſears in the minds of 
peaceable people, who think it high time to feel their 
grievances, when they r happen. | 
No man can be more a friend, and even an adve- 
cate for the liberties of his country than myſelf, and a 
patriotic king will at all times attend to the voice of 
his people, and as a common: father love to be put in 
mind of his duty. But when 1 find. no fault commit - 
ted by adminiſtration except ſuch as is inſeparably con- 
nected with human nature, I conſider the abettors as 
real incendiaries, who want to create diſſentions amongſt 
à brave united people, and make their beloved ſove- 
reigu conceive an antipathy againſt his loyal ſubjects. 


For. 


r 
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For my own part, when I conſider the preſent diſtracted 


ſtate of affairs, and compare. it with my duty as an in- 
dividual, I am ready to cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
May peace be within her walls, and proſperity with- 
in her palaces,” may they proſper who wiſh her 
well, and ſeek her peace continually, and in this wiſh 
I doubt not but you will join heartily with 

+ Your Friend, 


. 
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Having preſented our readers with letters on the 
molt important concerns of human life, in order to 
make the work as compleat as pofſible, we have here 
added the form of a Letter of Licence, Bonds, Inden- 
tures, &c, together with above fixty Petitions, + from 
94 1 of all ranks, and relating to the greateſt variety 
of Cates. | 


A LETTER of LICENCE. 


O all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come. We 

whoſe hands and ſeals are hereunder ſet, creditors 
of George Wilſon, of the pariſh of Saint Luke Old- 
ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, gentleman, ſend 
greeting. Whereas the ſaid George Wilſon on the day 
of the date hereof. is indebted unto us the ſaid creditors 
in ſeveral ſums of money, and not having, wherewithal 
to ſatisfy us at preſent, We and every one of us are 
willing to grant unto him the ſaid George Wilfon time 
for the payment of the ſame, Now know ye that we 
the ſaid creditors, and every one of us for his own pro- 
per debt, part and portion, ſeverally have given and 
granted, and by theſe preſents do give 'and grant unto 
the ſaid George Wilſon free licence, liberty and leave, 
as in us ſeyerally lies, ſure and ſafe conduct to come, 
go, and reſort about his. buſineſs and affairs at his free 
will and pleaſure from the day af the date hereof, unto 
the full end and term of ſix months next enſuing, with- 
out any lett, ſuit, trouble, arreſt, attachment, or other 
diſturbance whatſoever, to be offered or done unto * 
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the laid George Wilſon, his wares, goods, money, or 
merchandizes whatſoever, by us oriany of us the exe- 


cutors, adminiſtrators, purtners or aſſigns of us, or any 
of ug by our or any of our means or procurement. And 
We the faid'creditors, ſeverally and reſpectively, each. 
for himſelf and herſelf, his and her executors and ad- 
miniſtrators, 'feverally and apart, and not jointly, co- 
venant, grant, and agree to and with the ſaid George 
Wilſon, that if any trouble, vexation, wrong, da- 
mage dr trimdrance tha}l be done unto him the ſaid 
George Wilſon, either in his bod or or. chattels 
within the ſaid term of ſix wokchs rom the date of 
theſe preſents, by us, or any of us, contrary to the 
tenor and eſſect of this our licence, that then he the 
ſaid George Wilſon, his executors and adminiſtrators, 

ſhall be, by virtue of -theſe preſents, acquitted and diſ- 
charged againſt him, or any of us, by whom. and by 
whoſe means he ſhall, contrary to the true meaning of 
theſe. preſents, be arreſted, troubled, impriſoned, at- 
tached, grieved, or damnified of all manner of actions, 

ſuits, quarrels, debts, daties and demands, either in 


law or dle fo whatfoever, from the beginning of the- 


world to t of the date of theſe preſents. In 
witneſs whereof. we the faid creditors have hereunto ſet 
our hands and ſeals the twenty fixth day of DIX, 
one ger feven hundred and fixty nine. 


* . delivered, — firſt duly a 


Q n 
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A BON D. 


NOW: all men by theſe preſents, that I VH 
 Thonig/on, of theparifh of St. Titer's in the toun- 


ty of Middleſts, gentleman, am- held and. firmly bound 
to George Wilſon, of the ſaid county of Midale/ex, Edq; 
in the penal ſum of two hundred pounds of good an 

hwful money ef Great- Britain, to be paid to he 60 
George M Nn, Bly; or Yo his certain attorney, his exe- 


cutors, „ or aſſigus; for the true pay- 
ment 


r (SDS @  Z - 


ment whereof, I bind myſelf, my heirs, execetitors and 
admitniftrators, firmly by theſe preſents, ſealed with 
ſeal. Dated this ſecond of December, in the eleve 
ear of the reign of our ſovereign lord George the third, 

the grace of God of Greut-Britain, France and Jre- 


land, king, defender of the frith, and fo forth, and in 


the year of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy. - The condition of this obligation is ſuch, 
That if the above bounden Nyliam — „ his heirs, 
executors, or adminiſtrators, do well and truly pay, or 
cauſe to be paid to the above- named Ccorge Milſin, his 
. executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, the full ſum of 

two hundred pounds, of good and lawful money of 
Great-Britain, on the firſt day of September next enſu- 
ing the date hereof, with lawful intereſt: then this 
obligation to be void, or elſe to remain in full force. 
Signed, ſealed and delivered 
in the preſence of us, being 

firſt 4 | | 


A Letter of Attorney. 
FNOW all men by theſe ts, that I Charly 
7 of Yarmunth in county of "Norfolk, 
Weaver, (for divers conſiderations and cauſes me 
hereanto moving) have made, ordained, conſtituted, 
and appointed, and by theſe prefents do make, ordain, 
conſtitute, and appornt, my truſty friend David NN. 
liams, of Norwich in the coumty aforefaid, gent. my 
true and lawful attorney, for me, in my name, and to 
my aſe, to aſk, demand, recover, or receive,- of atid 
=o 4. * of The 11 85 — ty, che ſum of 
ſi unds; ꝑi , an 8 granting 
to m) faid , iy fole and full power and autho- 
ty, to take, purfue, NN —— 1 
r the recovery, — , "and obrami e fame, 
as I myſelf might or could 'do, were I perfotrally pre- 
ſent ; and upon the receipt of the fame, acquittances, 


and other ſufficlent diſcharges, for me, ant in try name, 
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to make, ſign, ſeal, and deliver; as alſo, one more 
attorney, or attornies under him to ſubſtitute or ap- 
point, and again at his pleaſure to revoke ; and further 
to do, perform, and finiſh for me, and in my name, 
all and ſingular thing and things, -which ſhall or may 
be neceſſary, and entirely as I the ſaid Charles Jobnſon, 


in my own perfon, ought or could do in and about the 
ſame: ratifying, allowing, and confirming, whatſo- 
ever my ſaid attorngy ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be 
done, in and about the execution of the premiſes, by 
virtue of thefe preſents : In witneſs whereof, I have 
| hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal, the firſt day of Nowem- 
ber, in the eleventh year of the reign of our ſovereign 
lord George II. by the grace of God, of Great - Britain, 
France and Ireland, defender of the faith; and in the 
year of our lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy- one. + 


a — — — 


A Letter of Attorney by a Seaman. 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I John 

F . mariner, now belonging to his ma- 
jeſty's ſhip the Terrible, for divers good cauſes ahd con- 
 fiderations me thereunto moving, have, and by theſe 
. preſents do make my truſty friend (or beloved wife) 
Thomas Trufly, citizen and baker of London, my true 
and lawful attorney, for me, and in my name, and for 
my uſe, to aſk, demand, and receive, of and from the 
Tight honourable the treaſurer, or pay-maſter of his 
majeſty's navy, and commiſſioners of prize-money, and 
whom elſe it may concern, as well all ſuch wages, and 
Pay, 3 prize- money, and all other ſum 
and ſums of money whatſoever, as now are, and which 
| hereafter ſhall and may be due, or payable unto me; 
alſo all ſuch penſions, ſalaries, ſmart-money, or all 
other money or things whatſoever, which now are, or 
at any time hereafter ſhall or may be due to me, for my 
. ſervice, or otherwiſe, in any one of his majeſty's ſhip 
ox ſhips of war, frigates or veſſels ; Giving and hereby 
granting, 
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anting, unto my ſaid attorney full and whole power, 
— — — and follow, ſuch legal ways and 
courſes, for the recovery, receiving, and obtaining, 
and 2 upon the ſaid ſum or ſums of money, 
or any of them, gs I myſelf might or could do, were I 
perſonally preſent ; and I do hereby ratify, allow, and 
confirm, all and whatever my faid attorney ſhall la- 
fully do, or cauſe to be done, and about the execution 
of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe preſents ; in witneſs 
whereof, I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal this ſe- 
cond of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


ſeventy- one. ̃ 
Jebn Forecaſtle, 


3 — = — — — 
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In che name of God, Amen. The third day of 
October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy. 


1 Jobn Bale, of the city of London, packer, bein 
very ſick, and weak of body, but of perfect mi 
and memory, thanks be given unto God: Therefore 
calling unto mind the mortality of my body, and know 
ing that it is appointed unto all men once to die, do 
make and ordain this my laſt will and teſtament ; that 
is to ſay, principally and firſt of all, I give and recom-- 
mend my ſoul into the hands of Almighty God that 
pave it, and my body I recommend to the earth, to be 

uried in decent chriſtian burial, at the diſcretion of 
my executors ; nothing doubting but at the general e- 
ſurrection, I ſhall receive the ſame again, by the mighty 
power of God. And as touching fach worldly eſtate 
wherewith it hath pleaſed God to bleſs me in this life, 
I give, demiſe, and diſpoſe of the ſame in the follow- 
ing manner and form. | 


Firſt, I give and bequeath to Aary, my dearly be- 
bed wiſe, le ſum of eight hundred pounds, of law- 
tu! money of Englane, to be raiſed and levied gut of 

| my 
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my eſtate, together with all, my houſhold goods, debts, 
and moveable effects, | 

AMl/o, I give to my well-beloved daughter Elizabeth 
Hale the ſum of two thouſand pounds of lawful money 
of England, to be raiſed and levied out of my eftate, 
and paid to her by my executors hereafter named on the 


day of her marriage, or when the becomes twenty, one 


years old, And alſo that my executors ſhall pay her 
one hundred pounds, Fawful money of England, on the 
firſt day of every year, until ſhe claims the above two 
thouſand pounds, according to the intent, and mean- 
ing of this will 5 | 

Alſo, I give and bequeath to my well-beloved fon 
Jobn Bale, whom I likewiſe conſtitute, make, and or- 
dain my ſole executor of thts my laſt will and teſtament, 


all and fingular my lands, meſſuages and tenements, 


by him freely to be poſſeſſed and enjoyed. And I do 
hereby utterly diſallow, revoke, and diſannul, all and 
every other former teſtaments, wills, legacies, bequeſts, 
and executors, by me in any ways before- named, will- 
ed, and bequeathed ; ratifying and - confirming this, 
and no other, to be my laſt will and teſtament. In wit- 
neſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand.and ſeal the 
day and year above- written. | 
| Jobn Bale. 


Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, pro- 
nounced, and declared, by the 
aid John Bale, as his /aft 
wwill and teftament, in the 
preſence of us the ſubſcribers. 


William Baker, 
John Smith, 
George Adams, 


N. B. If a vill be already made, and the perſon hath 
b mind to alter it, but to add ſomething more; there muy 
be affixed the following Codicil or Schedule to it, and it 
will and gosd in law as part of the will: 
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AGodicl, er Schedule ta a . 


DE it known to all men by theſe preſents, That I 

Jobn Bale, of the city of Lon/on, packer, have 
made and declared by my laſt will and teſtament in 
writing, bearing date the day of OZober, one 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and ſeventy ; I the ſaid John 
Bale, by this preſent Codicil, do ratify and confirm my 
ſaid laſt will and, teſtament, and do give and bequeath 
unto my oY godſon William Millar, the ſum of 
fifty pounds, of good and lawful money of England, to 
be paid to him the ſaid William Millar by my executor, 
out of my eſtæte: and my will and meaning is, that 
this Codicil, or Schedule, be adjudged to be a part and 
parcel of my laſt will and teſtament ; and that all 
things therein, mentioned. and contained, be. faithfully 
and truly pcrformed, and as fully, -and amply in every 
reſpe&, as if the ſame, were ſo declared d down in 
my ſaid laſt will and teſtament. Witneſs my hand this 


tenth day of Nowember, one thouſand. ſeyen. hundred 
and ſeventy, 
Jobn Bale. 


A Deed of Gift. 


== all people to whom theſe preſents ſhall-come, I 
George Henuard do fend greeting, Know ye, that 
I the ſaid George Howard, of the pariſh of St. Leonard, 
Shoreditch, in the county of Midd/ex, gardener, for 
and in conſideration. of the love, good - will and affec- 
tion which I have and do bear towards my loving fiſter 
Mary Page, of the {ame pariſh and county, widow 3 
have given and granted, and by theſe preſents do freely 
give and grant unto the ſaid Mary Page, her heirs, exe- 
cutors, or adminiſtrators, all and ſingular my goods 
and-chattels, now being in my preſent houſe, known by 
the name of the H4:e Sauan; of which theſe preſents 1 
have delivered her, the ſaid Mary Page, an inventory 


ſigoed 


170 An Indenture for an Apprentice... 


| ſigned with my own hand, and bearing date, to have 
and to hold all the faid goods and chattels in the ſaid 
premiſes or dwelling-houſe, to her the ſaid Mary Page, 
her heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, from hence- 
forth, as her-and their proper goods and chattels abſo- 
lately without any manner of condition. In witneſs 
whereof, I have hereunto put my hand and ſeal, this 
tenth day of Nowember, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy. | 
| 37 George Howard. 
Signed, ſealed, and deli- | 
wered in the preſence 7 
Matthew Brooks, 
William Davies, 


Note, This precedent may be extended to the giving 
away of cattle, corn, houſe or land, if not entailed, &c. 
but the particulars muſt be named, th 
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An Indenture for an Apprentice. | 


HIS Indenture witnefſeth, That Benjamin W;b6, 
ſon of Richard Webb, late of Guildford in the 
county of Surry, hath put himſelf, and by theſe pre- 
ſents doth voluntarily and of his own free {will and 
accord put himſelf apprentice to Charles Bel- 
lamey, citizen and linnen-draper of Londen, to learn 
his art, trade or myſtery, after the manner of an ap- 
prentice, to ſerve him he the day of the date hereof, 
tor and during the fall term of ſeven years next enſu- 
ing: during all which time, he the ſaid apprentice his 
ſaid maſter ſhall faithfully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, his 
lawful commands every where gladly obey. He ſhall 
do no damage to his ſaid maſter, nor ſee 1t to be done 
by others, without letting or giving notice thereof to 
his faid maſter. He thall not waſte his ſazd maſter's 
goods, nor lend them unlawfully to others. He ſhall 


1 0 in 


not commit fornication, nor contract matrimony with - 


832 
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in the ſaid term. At cards, dice, or any unlawful 
ame, he ſhall not play, whereby his ſaid maſter may 
damaged. With his own goods, or goods of others, 
during the term, without licence of his faid maſter, 
he ſhall neither buy nor ſell. He ſhall not abſent him- 
ſelf day nor night from his ſaid maſter's ſervice, with- 
out his leave. Nor haunt alehouſes, taverns, or play- 
houſes : but in all things behave himſelf as a faithful 
apprentice ought to do, during the ſaid term, And 
the ſaid maſter ſhall uſe the utmoſt of his endeavours 
to teach, or cauſe to be taught, and inſtructed, the 
ſaid apprentice in the trade and myſtery he now pro- 
feſſeth, occupieth, or followeth ; and procure and pro- 
vide for him the ſaid apprentice ſufficient meat, drink, 
apparel, waſhing, and lodging, fitting for an appren- 
tice, during the ſaid term. And for the true per- 
formance of all and every the ſaid covenants, and 
agreements, either of the faid parties bind themſelves 
unto the other by theſe preſents. In witneſs whereof 
they have interchangeably put their hands and ſeals, 
this tenth day of November, in the eleventh year of 
the reign of our ſovereign lord George III. by the 
grace of God, king of Great-Britain, France, and 
Ireland, defender of the faith ;, and the year of our 
lord God one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy. 


Benjamin Webb. 


* 


George Jobnſon, 7 | 
7 4 Jo. 10 T Witneſſes, 


int, 


Note, If an apprentice be inrolled; he cannot fue uu 
his Indenture, but upon proof of unmereiful uſage, want 
of vifuals, and other e or his maſter's bei 
uncapable of 12aching bim his trade, or not Cauſing it 
to be done at his own proper charge by ethers. And the 
Jame holds good in relation to a miſtreſs. But there being 
no inrollment} an)Indenture may be fyed out, without ſhtiv< 
hg rauſe, in any city or c oration, '&C, + 
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Petitioner's Directory. 
To the KING, 

Fram & Perſon under Sentence of Death fer Murder, 
To the King's Moſt Excellent Mae. 
The Humble Pines of A. B. "oy 
_ Thewweth, | 


FT HAT your petitioner has had the misfortune to 


be convicted of the horrid crime of murder, and 
for which he now lies under ſentence of death, in your 
majeſty's gaol of Newgate, and akhough your peti- 


tioner places the greateſt confidence in the veracity of 
an Engliſh jury, atid pays the greateſt deference to 


their verdict; yet as there are ſeveral favourable cir- 
eumſtances in his caſe, he moſt humbly begs to lay 


them at your majeſty's feet, tot dbubting but they will 


meet with a gracious reception, 

The unhappy quarrel between the deceaſed and your 
petitioner · did not ariſe from premeditated malice, it 
was the effect of ſudden paſſion, ariſing from a ſtate of 
intoxication ; and as ſoon as your petitioner had recovered 
the uſe of his intellects, he was ſeized with the deepeſt re- 
morſe, for the fatal though involuntary act: Your pe- 
titioner does not deſire to extenuate his fault, he is ſen- 
ble that he has been guilty though not in the higheſt 
degree: | Your petitioner (in common with the reſt of 


+ your, majeſty's fubjeRs, is fully convinced of your 


great clemency, and every other royal virtue, and with 


the greateſt humility begs that you will be gracionſly 
| pers ed, ſo far to extend the royal mercy as to ſuffer 


ham yet to live in the world; and your petitioner will 
chearfully retire to any part of the habitable globe, 


© where your majeſty in your great wiſdom ſhall think 


roper to appoint, there to ſpend the remainder of his 
Fe in a courſe of uniform virtuous actions, and in 


praying for every bleſſing on your majeſty and the yoyal 


family. 
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family. Deign then, royal Sir, to take the premiſes 
into conſideration, and to extend that mercy which is 
the moſt glorious attribute of majeſty. a 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, 
Hall ever pray. 


hd 


| To rhe ſame. 
From a youns Gentleman under Sentence of Death for a 
VIM Highway Robbery. < 
To the King's Moff Excellent Majeſty, 


Newgate. | 


Sheweth, 

HAT your petitioner is'the ſon of a worthy gen- 
9 every occaſion has ditingalihed 
himſelf as a loyal ſubject, and a friend to your majeſty's 
illuſtrious houſe. That your petitioner — a li- 
beral education, and afterwards obtained a commiſſion 
in one of your majeſty's regiments of foot, where he 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf on ſeveral occafions. in defence of 
your mwajeſty's title and government. That your peti- 
tioner having unfortunately left his regimenf, came to 
London, and unhappily fell into the company of bad 
men, who encouraged him to commit the crime for 
which he is now juſtly condemned by the laws of his 
country. In the deepeſt contrition of heart, and truly 
ſenſible of his great crime, he humbly proſtrates him- 
ſelf at your royal feet, earneſtly begging that your ma- 
jeſty would fo far extend your royal mercy as to diſpenſe 
with the capital part of that dreadful ſentence under 
which he now lies, and to ſpare the life of an un- 
kappy young man, too early led aſtray by evil com- 
pany, and who by being moved to ſome diſtant part of 
your majeſty's dominions, may yet become an uſeful 
member of ſociety, and atone by a virtuous conduct 
that crime which he committed in the folly and extra- 

vagance of youth, 
Aas your Pititiensr Sui ever pray. 
K 2 | Fo 
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To the ſame. 
From a Man under Sentence of Tranſportation, 
To the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 


The moſt humble Petition of A.B. now a Priſoner 
in Newgate. 


Sheabeth, 
HAT your petitioner having a ſickly wife and 
| ſix young helpleſs children to ſupport, on the 
mall ſum of ten ſhilhngs. per week, which your peti- 
tioner received as Kaas, eee wholeſale lianen-draper, 
where he lived as a porter, 'That your petitioner, 
being ſome ſmall matter in debt for his lodgings, was 
threatened to be turned into the ftreet unleis he made 
good his payment. That your petitioner not having 
any friend from whom he could borrow ſo much, un- 
fortunately committed the crime for which he is now in 
riſon, by ſtealing one piece of cloth, which he 
pledged for the ſum wanted, __— to redeem it, 
and carry it again to his maſter's warehouſe, That as 
ſoon as ysur petitioner was charged with the theft he 
immediately confeſſ:d, and when brought to the bar 
leaded guilty to the indictment. That in every other 
_ inſtance your petitioner's life has been altogether un- 
blameable, and his committing the above crime was to 
ſave his wife and children from being turned out into 
the ſtreets. Truly ſenfible of his fault, and earneſtly 
ſollicitous to labour for the 1 of his helpleſs fa- 
mily, he has preſumed with the greateſt reverence to 
preſent his afflicted caſe to your majeſty, Whoſe heart is 
adorned with every royal virtue, begging that your ma- 
jeſty would interpoſe your royal mercy, and ſuffer your 
unfortunate petitioner to ſpend the remainder of his 
life in this his netive country, to bring up his children 
uſeful members of ſociety, and his whole life ſhall be 
one continued act of gratitude, 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, Pall ever pray. 
To 
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To the ſame. | 
From the Widow of a Military Officer, ſollictting for a 


Penſion. 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Shexweth, / 
HAT your petitioner” is the widow of the de- 
ceaſed major D. of the regiment of foot. 


That your petitioner's late huſband ſerved your majeſty 
faithfully and loyally above thirty years, and during 
that time having nothing to ſubſiſt on bus his pay, and 
a large family to bring up, he died a few months ago, 
and left your petitioner utterly unprovided for, and 
four infant daughters, expoſed to all the hardſhips gf 
an injurious world. That your petitioner has already 
applied to ſome of your majeſty's miniſters, without 
ever obtaining an anſwer, and being deſtitute of every 
comfort, and even neceſſary of lite, has ventured to 
preſent her petition at the foot of the throne, Her own 
life has been ſpent in diſcharging her domeſtic duties, 
and her huſband's in venturing his life in defence of 
your majeſſy's perſon and government. From your 
maſeſty's great goodneſs, the has every thing to hope, 
and to you, as the common father of your people, ſhe 
looks up with the teſt anxiety, That your majeſty 
would be. graciquily pleaſed to order a ſmall annuity 
for her ſupport, and to enable her to beſtow on her 
children an education fuitable to the rank of one of 
your majeſty's military ſervants, | 


Aud your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, 
| Hall ever pray. 


* 
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To the Right Hononrable the fit Lord Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury, for a Place in the Stamp-Offce. 


The humble Prrition of A. B. 
Sheweth, OY 

HAT your petitioner has formerly lived in cre- 
dit in the world, but through a variety of loſſes 
in trade, is reduced with his family to the loweſt ſtate 
of poverty, and deſtitute of the neceſſaries of life, and 
being deſirous to diſcharge his duty as an huſband, and 
a father, he has preſumed to addreſs himſelf to your 
lordſhip, for one of the preſent vacant places of diſtri- 
butors in the Stamp-Office, and ſor which he can make 
it appear he 1s properly qualified, and will producc 
people of reputation to his character, and who (if re- 
quired) will uu ſecurity for his fidelity, Being fully 
convinced of your lordſhip*s readineſs to relieve diſ- 
treſſed merit, and your great humanity to every one in 
diſtreſs, he is filled with the chearful hopes, that his re- 
queſt will meet with a favourable reception, and your 
lordſhip will refle& with pleaſure, that your bounty has 
reſcued from miſery, — enabled his family to enjoy 
thoſe comforts of life to which they have long been 

ſtrangers. ks | 

And your Petitioner as in Duty bound, will ever pray. 


—_— 
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To the fame, for @ Tide-waiter's place in the Cuftem- 

5 Hoyſe. 
To the Right Honourable the fit Lora Commiſſioner of 

p | the Treaſury. | . ö 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 

HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to bs 
| brought up in a trade, which at preſent is i® 
bad that few hands are employed in it, and even thoſe 


can ſcarce procure a ſubſiſtence, — That your 2 
. 28 


Ry 


has ſought for every opportunity to obtain employment 
in vain, and at preſent is left in a very diſtreſſed con- 
dition, —That petitioner being deſirous to apply him- 
ſelf to ſome uſeful employment, and finding that ſome 
tide-waiters are wanted at preſent on the river, has 
with the greateſt humility preſumed to beg of your lord- 
ſhip to be employed as one. He is ready roduce 
proofs of his ability to diſcharge the duty of that ſta- 
tion, and if ſo happy as to ſeem worthy of your lord- 
ſhip's notice, he ſhall on all occaſions obſerve the ſtricteſt 
fidelity, and make it appear to the world that he has 
not been unworthy of your. favour, | 


And as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Ta the fame, for a place in the Exciſe. 
To the Right Hanourable the firſt Lord Commiſſioner ef 
1 0 the Treaſury 8 


Coe bumble Petition of A. B. 
HAT your petitioner had the misfortune not 
to be brought up to any other employment than 
that of a gentleman's ſervant, in which ſtation he con- 
tinued till laſt year, when he married, and. was dif- 
charged from his place. —That your 8 being 
out of all manner of employment, and having learned 
the whole art and myſtery of gaugin he has pre- 
ſumed to addreſs himfelf to your lordſhip for one of 
the preſent vacant places of a common exciſeman, in 
any part of the kingdom where your lordſhip ſhall think 
proper to order, —his conduct has always been blameleſs, 
and his charaRer will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and on 
all occaſions he will make it his principal ſtudy to diſ- 
charge every part of his duty with the utmoſt fidelity. 


And as in Duty bound, Pall ever pray. 


Fran 
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From a decayed Tradeſman to the Profident and Cover - 
nors of Chrifts Hoſpital, for the Admiſfion of a Boy 
en that foundation, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, | 
£ lbs AT your petitioner has lived many years in 
| credit, but through long ſiekneſs, and many 
loffes in trade, is unable to beſtow upon his youngeſt 
ſon an education ſuitable to qualify him for an hoheſt 
employment by which he might become uſeful in ſo- 
ciety. That your petitioner is a freeman in the city of 
London, and while in preſperity ſerved all the offices 
in his pariſh. That his other children are ſo far pron 
up, as to be already bound apprentices to different 
trades, without ever having any aſſiſtance either from 
public or private charities. That your petitioner would 
not have made this requeſt, had he not been impelled 
by the greateſt neceſſity. That your petitioner has 
nothing more to ſubſiſt on, but what he earns by his 
daily labour, and which is ſcarce ſufficient to procure 
him the neceſſaries of life, In conſideration of which 
he humbly begs your honours will be pleaſed to take 
the premiſes into conſideration, and admit a friendleſs 
boy an your foundation. | 
Aud your petitioner, as in duty bound, 
ſhall ever pray. 


_—_— — 


2 — —_ 


From a young Man, late Uſper to an Academy, to be ad- 
| mitted a Clerk in the Bank. 


To the Governors and Directors of the Bank of England. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Shewet ge . 


HAT your petitioner was formerly uſher and 
accomptant at an eminent academy in Surry ; 


nt having lately married was diſcharged pom me 
office, 
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office, as none but ſingle men are itted to reſide in 
thoſe ſeminaries. That your petitioner being willing 
to do every thing in his power for a. ſupport as an ho- 
neſt man, and being properly qualified to diſcharge all 
the duties incumbent on a clerk of the Bank, he has 
preſumed to take this. method of applying to the ho- 
nourable directors. His character will bear the ſtricteſt 
enquiry, and ſeveral gentlemen will 2 ſe- 
curity for any truſt repoſed in him. He has the greater 
reaſon to hope för ſucceſs, as he is not capable of fol- 
lowing any other employment, ſaving only that of the 
E and if, ſo happy as to obtain his requeſt, it ſhall 
xe his conſtant ſtudy to diſcharge with fidelity, every 
duty of that ſtation, 


And at in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


_— 


1 


From a diſabled Porter, to the Poſtmaſter-General, to be 
admitted as a Letter-Carrier. 


To the Right Honourable the Pot-Mafter- General. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
H AT your petitioner was brought: up to the bu- 
ſineſs of a porter, and by extreme hard labour 
grocured a ſubſiſtance for himſelf, together with a wife 
and four children. That your petitioner had the miſ- 
fortune one day to fall down under a load, by which, 
two of his ribs were broken, and otherwiſe ſo much 
hurt as to be unable to carry loads for the future. That 
your petitioner was ſix months in St. Thomas's hoſpi- 
tal, during which time his wife and family were in a 
ſtacving condition ; being obliged to pawn their cloaths 
for the common neceſſaries of life. That when your 
petitioner was diſcharged from the - hoſpital he con- 
lidered it as his duty, to look for ſome employment 
ſuitable to the weak ſtate in which his misfortune had. 
left him. That having heard that one of your meſſen - 
gers was dead, and being well acquainted with every 
K 1 part 


oY 
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Part of the town, he thought himfelf properly quali- 
fied to act as a letter-carrier, and for that purpoſe has 
.preſumed to preſent this petition to your lordſhip. 
That your petitioner's character will bear the ſtricteſt 
enquiry, and if ſo happy as to ſucceed, wilt give ſe- 
curity (if demanded) and in all things act with the 
.greateſt fidelity. 
| And your Patitioner, as in Duty bound, 
Hall ever pray. 


8 8 
” 


Prem à young Man to be admitted as a Purſer in the 
=  *Eaſft-India Service, 
To the Chairman and Dire&ors of the Honourable United 
Eaft India Company. 7 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheauerh, 
HAT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip 
to a filk mercer, and was diſcharged with a pro- 
Jer certificate of his upright behaviour. That not 
aving money to ſet up as a maſter, and being but little 
acquainted with the world, he was obliged to look out 
'for ſome other employment, and having an earneſt de- 
fire to viſit foreign countries, he has-preſumed to ad- 
dreſs himfelf to the directors of the India com- 
Banz, in hopes of obtaining the place of one of their 
. ers. Certificates will ven of his ability for 
at office, ſecurity depoſited for whatever truſt is 
lodged with him, and his duty diſcharged with the 
ſtricteſt fidelity. That your petitioner is at preſent out 
of all manner of employment, and * willingly 
ſpend his youth in being uſeful to. himſelf and caniti- 
tuents, nor does he deſire any farther encouragement 
than his merit ſhall apparently intitle him to; and if 
ſo happy ao luccced, hal! | 
A. #n Daty bound ever pray. 
To 
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To the ſame, from a young Gentleman to be Surgeon's 
ate. 
To the Chairman and Directors of the Honourable United 
 #Eaft-India Company. | 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 

T your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip to 

1 an eminent ſurgeon in the country, and atter- 
wards attended the- praftice of the different hoſpitals in 
London; that having been examined at the company's 
hall, he was diſcharged with a certificate of his ability 
to exerciſe the profeſſion of a ſurgeon either at home 
or abroad. That your petitioner being young, would 
willingly ſpend ſome part of his time in viſiting diſtant 
nations, particularly the Eaſt- Indies, in order to make 
himſelf acquainted with the diſorders peculiar to. thoſe 
climates ; that not having it in his power to po at his 
own expence, he has preſumed to ſollicit the honoura- 
ble directors to be admitted as ſurgeon, or ſurgeon's 
mate, on board of one of their outward-bound-thips, 
and as he preſumes that his abilities will be found ſuf- 
ficient for the diſcharge of his duty, ſo likewiſe it mall 
be his. principal ſtudy. to. treat every one of the patient 
committed to his care with the greateſt humanity. 
Thar your petitioner ſhall in all things conform to 
rules preſcnbed for his conduct, and if ſo happy as to 


ſucceed, ſhall, | 
| As. in Duty bound, ever pray. 


* 


—_— 


To the ſame, from a Labeurer, deſiring to, bt admitted a 


Porter. | _—" 
To the-Chairman. and \Dire&ers H the :Honour able Unitat 
K Gary. 4-7-1 


„ - She bundle Patiian: ofa Bu 24 : 
$heweth,, 


HAT your petitioner has ſerved ſunteen years a4 * 


1 - labourer in the tea warehouſe belonging to the 
honomable company, and. that during 6 0 
wh ; | | _—_ | N 2-4 | . 


mug 
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he has conſtantly attended his duty, and his conduct 
has been always approved of by his ſuperiors. That 
: Your petitioner is now the oldeſt labourer in the houſe, 
nor has he had any thing to ſubſiſt on during the whole 
time of his ſervitude beſides his ſtated wages. That he 
has brought up a large family of children, and has at 
preſent a ſickly wife fir advanced in years. That the 
elder porter of that department to which I belong be- 
ing lately deceaſed, _ there being ſeveral candidates 
to ſucceed him, I have laid hold of the ſame opportu- 
. nity with them, and although I have not any fault to 
find in the conduct of my opponents, yet it is poſſible 
the following circumſtances may plead in my favour, 
viz. My long fervitude,—my advanced years, — and 
my wife's infirmities ; and if in compaſſion to my diſ- 
treſs you will be pleaſed to grant my requeſt, it ſhall 
be the bufineſs of my future life, to act with the ſame 
_ conſcientious fidelity in a more elevated ſtation, as I 
have always done in that of a more inferior, | 


Aud your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, Mall ever, pr. 


« —— — 


1 * 


From an aged Gentlewoman in Diſtreſs, ta a Gentleman a 
3 diſtant Relation. N 
To J. S. Ki | 

; The humble Petition of A. B. 
8 Sheweth, : | 

HAT your petitioner has the honour to be near- 
= 3s e to your family, your mother being my 
aunt. That your petitioner, whilſt very young, was 
married to an eminent merchant in Briſtol, with whom 
| the lived happily many years. That your petitioner's 

hufband was large | gy in the trade to the coaſt 

of Guinea, a 1 eſt-Indies. That during the 
late war he had ſhares in ſeveral ſhips trading to and 
from thoſe parts, and in their laſt voyage he unfortu- 
nately forgot to inſure dem. That two of thoſe ſhips 
" wer 
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were attacked and taken by a French privateer, which 
obliged your petitioner's huſband to ſtop payment, and 
his creditors took out a commiſſion of ara. 
That your petitioner's huſband was ſo affected with his 
loſs, that he ſoon after died of a broken heart, and left 

our petitioner deſtitute of every neceſſary of life. 

hat your petitioner confiding in your great humanity 
hath preſamed to addreſs herſelf to you. The ſmalleſt 
matter either towards my immediate ſubſiſtence or fu- 
ture ſupport; ſhall be received with the greateſt thank- 
fulneſs, and acknowledged with gratitude to the lateſt 
period of my life. 


And your Petittoner, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From 4 decayed Citizen ts ax apulent Alterman , who had. 
been his Acquaintance in his Youth. 


Ta the worſhipful Sir Jobn Freeman, Knight, and Alder- 
| man of London. 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 
S bewerb, | 8 
HAT your petitioner ſerved his apprenticeſhi 
in the city of London to an eminent grocer, = 
afterwards became ſhopman to another of the ſame 
profeſſion. That your petitioner having by his in- 
duftry ſaved ſome money, entered into buſineſs for him- 
felf. That having at great expence fitted up a ſhop, 
he ſent large quantities of goods to country ſhopkeepers, 
that he was obliged to pay their notes to his creditors, 
and before they became due many of thoſe dealers be- - 
came inſolvent, and your petitioner was obliged to re- 
ceive their notes, and make good the JR 
That your petitioner, after ſtruggling to maintain his 
reputation as an honeſt man, was obliged to ſtop pay-. 
ment, and ſubmit to the diſagreeable neceſſity of fe 
coming a bankrupt. That when your. petitioner had 
obtained' his certificate, he had not wherewithal to en- 
: ter. 


4 


* 
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ter into trade, and a journeyman's wages was not ſuffi- 
cient to ſapport his family, In circumſtances ſo diſ- 
treſſing your petitioner bethought himſelf of making 
his caſe known to your worſhip. He reflects with plea- 
ſure on the many pleaſant hours he has ſpent in your 
Ms. when we were in the ſame claſs at Merchant- 
taylors-ichool, and if you will be pleaſed to iuterpoſe 
ſo far in his favour as to procure him credit, to open 
ſhop as a grocer, once more in the place where he was 
originally bred to that buſineſs, and if he is fo happy 
as to ſucceed, his whole conduct in future liſe ſhall S 
one continued act of uniform virtue, | 


Aud your Petitioner. as in Duty bound, Jhall ever pray. 


From. a decayed Citizen to the Livery, for the Place 
* Bridge-Maſter. * | \ 
To the Livery of the City of Landon. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 

HAT your petitioner ſerved his apprenticeſhip» 
| in the city of London, and was entered free of 
the Haberdaſher's company. That he ſet up for him- 
ſelf as a maſter, and carried on buſineſs with credit 
and reputation for the ſpace of near thirty years, that 
during that time he brought up a large family of chil- 
dren, and gave them an education ſuitable to their ſta- 
tion in life : that during the courſe of his trade; he 
met with a great variety of loſſes, by the misfortunes. . 
of ſome 2 iaiquity of others: that finding he 
was not able to make good his payments any longer, 
he ſold his whole ſtock in trade, and paid his creditors. 
twenty ſhillings in the pound, chuſing rather to ſuffer 
every hardſhip than involve another in diſtreſs, That 
your petitioner has ſerved all pariſn and ward offices, 
and on all occaſions behaved as. a good citizen: that 
your petitiqper has feveral times applied to the 2 

1 4 ” . — 22 
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for ſome one of thoſe places in their gift, but hath 
been hitherto diſappointed; that one of the places of 
Bridge-maſter being now vacant, and your petitioner 
being every way qualified for that office, has preſumed 
to ſollicit the votes and intereſt of his fellow citizens. 
Security will be given for his fidelity, and he will on 
every occaſion acknowledge your kindneſs with gra- 


titude, | 
Aud at. in Duty bound Hall ever pray. 


— — — ä 


1 ww 
nn. 


From à poor Woman «whoſe Huſband aba lately dead, 
folliciting for @ weekly Penſia from the Pariſh, 


70 the Minifter, Church-wardens, and Overſeers of 
the Pariſh of B. | 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Theweth, 2 

HAT your petitioner's late huſband was a la- 
borious, and induſtrious honeſt man, that he 
was both by birth and ſervitude one of your pariſh- 
ioners. That whilſt he enjoyed his health, it was his 
conſtant practice to do every thing in his power for the 
ſupport of his 1 that he was lately ſeized with a 
violent fever, which, after two weeks illneſs, termi- 
nated in his death. That your petitioner was left en- 
tirely deſtitute with three helpleſs children: that your 
petitioner is willing to do every thing in her power 
towards their ſupport by her own labour, but that be- 
ing inſufficient, ſhe has preſumed to preſent a ſtate of 
her caſe to you, humbly praying that a ſmall matter 
may be allowed her weekly, which with the profits ari- 
from her labour, will enable her to bring up her 

dren. uſeful members of ſociety. | 1195244 


© hb 23 %, 
* 


Had your Potitioner, as in Duty bound, Pall ever pray 
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From a working Man to the Truſtees of a Charity School, 
5 in behalf of a Bey. 
To the Truſtees of B. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, ; ; | 
HAT your petitioner was brought up to the 
trade of a ſhoemaker, that he has followed that 
employment in your pariſh theſe ten years, and be- 
haved himſelf. ſoberly and honeſtly: that your peti- 
tioner has a large family of children, and his princi- 
pal deſire is to ſee them brought up as uſeful members 
of. ſociety : that the ſmall ſum he receives as wages for 
bis work, is not ſuffictent for ſo beneficial a purpoſe, 
and knowing that your ſchool is eſtabliſhed for in- 
ſtructing the children of the induſtrious poor, he hum-. 
bly prays. that his ſcn, a boy of ſix years of age, may 
be admitted, in order to qualify him for ſome uſeful. 
employment. e 


And your Petitioner, as. in Duty Boand, ſhall ever pray. 


_—_ 


» — —_— — — —— — 2 2 2 


From 4 poor Man in diſtreſſed Cireumflancr, to a Cen- 
 - » -tHeman who liuad in tle ſame Neighbourhood.) 


7 E. L. £4; 
The humble Petition of A.B.. 


; Sheabel b, 8 | ; | 
: HAT your pet.tioner was brouglit up to the 
trade of a cabinet-maker, and by conſtant ap- 
phication to buſineſs was able . ſupport himſelf, toge- 
ther with a wife and four children.. That about fix 
months ago your petitioner was ſeized with a ſevere ill- 
neſs, which has confined him to his bed. ever ſince. 
That during that time he was obliged to pawn his 
cloaths; and every neceſſary, in order to procure a, 
ubſiſtence 
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fubſiſtence for himſelf and family. That being ſtill in 


a —— condition, and deſtitute of every man- 


ner of ſubſiſtence, I have ventured, in great humility, 
to lay my diſtreſſed caſe before you. The ſmalleſt 
matter for an immediate ſupport will be ever — 
acknowledged. 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, Hall ever pray. 


— 


— 
— 


—— ——— 


From à poor Widew, to a Laa with whom ſhe bad fore 
merly lived as a Servant. 


o the Right Honourable the Counteſi of P. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


PT w_ your petitioner was formerly one of you? 


domeſtic ſervants, in the character of chamber- 
maid : that ſhe was married from your ladyſhip's houſe 
to John Porter, a victualler at the fign of the Red-lion 
in 'Thrift-ſtreet : that your petitioner's huſband lately 
died inſolvent, and left your petitioner with five young 
children, helpleſs and unprovided for: that your pe- 
titioner being well convinced of your ladyſhip's great 
goodneſs, has 8 to _—_— you in this man- 
ner ; earneſtly prayi your ladyſhip will deign 
to look with comp EW on a diſtreſſed widow, — 
take under your kind protection one or more of her 
helpleſs children, ſo-as they may be brought up in the 
paths of virtue. 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


- 


From 


| 
| 
| 
| 
f 
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Sian abs tone of & Sailer, requeſting that ber D. | 2. 
ter might be admitted into the Alm. 5 


To the Right R ds Prefident ana Vice-Preſident 
9 of the Ajjlum- for Orphans. | 


m1, humble Pitition of A. B. 
'Shewweth, | | 

HAT your petitioner 1s the widow of M. late 
I. marinergp board his majeſty's ſhip the Revenge, 
that your petifiones huſband was killed on board the 
ſaid ſhip fighting in defence of his pt perſon 
and government: that your petitioner had the ,misfor- 
tune to be left with an infant daughter, whom ſhe has 
by her labour ſupported till this time: that your peti- 
tioner is earneſtly deſirous that her child might receive 
fuch an education as would qualify her for an uſeful 
member of ſociety; and as it is not in the power of 
your petitioner to be at that expence, ſhe humbly 
prays that her daughter, who is now ſeven years of 
age, may be admitced as one of the orphans on your 
foundation. J 


Hnd your Petitioner, as in Duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


—— — — 
— 


Er 6y—  — — * —— 2 — — A—_— — 


** a fiſcher, Soldier to be admitted into Chelſea- 
ae, Shy ff.. 


L the Honourable Liewenant-Gmarg! B. Gauervor of 
Sr Cala, & c. 
The bumble Petitiou of A. B. 


| , b 

HAT your petitioner ſerved twenty years as a 

- private centinel in the twelfth regiment of foot, 
and during the whole time behaved as became a good 
ſoldier : that he was in every engagement during the 
laſt war in America; and although he did not receive 
any wounds, yet when he returned to his native coun- 
try, his healch was ſo much impaired, that the com- 
* mandang 
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manding officer was obliged to diſcharge him from the 


up to any trade has no other way of procuring a 
Fence, but by applying to your honour to be admitted 
either as an in or out penſioner on the royal foundation 
at Chelſea. | 1 


Aud your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, fball ever pray. 


[CY * 
— 


From a Sailor, in be admitted on the Cheſt at Charbam. 


regiment : that your petitioner not having been brought 
ud 


To the Honourable the Commiſfioters of the Navy. © 


Te bumble Petition of A. B. 
_ Sherweth, 

HAT your petitioner ſerved ten years on board 
| the Dreadnought, where he received a wound in 
his ſhoulder, which occaſioned his being diſcharged, 
and when he returned to his native country he faund 
himſelf altogether unable to work for his living: that 
having faithfully, and at the hazard of his life ſerved 
his king and country, he humbly hopes that your 
honours will conſider him as a ſit object of being ad- 
mitted as a penſioner on the ſeamens cheſt at Chatham. 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, Hall over pray. 


. —_ 4 


From @ Girl of the Town, de be admitted Inte- Ait 


Magdalen. WW 

To the Right Hon. the Prefident, and Governor . of the 
Magdalen, for the reception of penitent Proftitutes. 
The humble Petition of A. 8. 
Sheweth, | RP x 

HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
ſeduced by a young man under promiſe of mar- 
ziage, although he afterwards deſerted her: that your 
e being with child, was diſcharged from ber 
ſervice, and aſhamed to return to her relations: that 
being admineed into one of the lying - in hoſpitale, ſhe 


1 


. ˙ Q ] — .... — — 5 — 
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was delivered of à dead child. That finding her cha- 
rater was ruined, ſhe unhappily eontrafted an ac- 
quaintance with ſome women of the town, who led 
her into all manner of debauchery : that being 2-4 
ſenſible of her guilt, and willing to return to the 

of virtue, ſhe has preſumed to apply to your had vx, 
humbly praying that | ſhe. may be admitted on your 


foundation, and ſolemnly promiſes that her life ſhall 
be uniformly virtuous. 


And, at in Duty ons A ever pray. 


1 6—— 


— ” 2 — 


F rom a Soldier to bis Colonel, to be alle., 


To the Honourable Colonel B. 3 
The humble Petition = of A. 2 . 


*  Shewveth, 
T5 HAT your petitioner has ſerved ten years in the 
regiment commanded by your honour, and dur- 
ing the whole time has always behaved as became a 
ood ſoldier : that having a wife and children im a 
Aidant part of the kingdom, and being very deſirous 
of ferting with them, moſt humbly prays that your 
_ r will be. pleaſed to diſcharge him from the 
vice. 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty An ever pray, 


CEE 


8 


— 
— — 


Frem a 3 Trade/man, to Bo ala Baadle of a 
Canan. 
To the Maſter, Wardens, and Court of Abe! 10 the 
" PRO Company of Stationery. - . 
- The humble Petition * A. B. 7 
1 2 
HAT your petitioner was bred to the buſiheſs 


of a Stationer, and carried on trade for himſelf 
many years, but by loſſes and many other misfortunes, 


he is, with an aged wife, almoſt deſtitute of a ſubſiſt- 
1 ence: 


ence : that the place of beadle to your company being 
now vacant, he humbly follicits your votes and inte- 
reſt to ſucceed to that employment, and by a con- 
ſcientious regard to his duty, ſhall endeavour to merit 
the favour of his conſtituents, | | 


And, as in Duty bouna, ſhall ever pray. 


= - 2 N FI! 


— 


From a Perfon afflicted with the Dropy, 10 be admittea 
into an Hoſpital. 
To the Preſident and Governors of St. George's Hoſpital, 
The humbli Petition of A. BZ. 
| Sheweth, | Gt 

HAT your petitioner has been long afflicted 
with the dropſy, and having ſpent all that he ; 
could procure in paying for medicines, is ſtill in the 
ſame unhappy condition as before, nor does he con- 

ceive any hopes of recovery unleſs he is admitted as a 

patient in your hoſpital ; that your petitioner is a real 
object of charity, and humbly begs to be taken under 
your Care, | | 5 
And as in Duty bound ſhall ever pray 


8 1 


— — nm 


From a Perſon afflifted with the Venereal Diſeaſe,' to be 

admitted into the Lock Hoſpital. | 
To the Prefident and Governors of the Lock Hoſpttal, . 
The humble Petition of A. B. ET" | 


Sheweth, , 
HAT your petitioner has the misfortune to la- 


bour under the effects of the venereal diſcaſe : 

that your petitioner, in order to conceal his ſhame, 
applied to ſeveral of thoſe perſons called Quacks, who 
gave him from time to time large quantities of their 
medicines; but ſo far from removing my diſorder that 
I found myſelf worſe than at firſt : that your Lee 
haviog heard of your charitable. foundation for the re- 
lief of the diftreſſed, haz preſumed to beg that — 


4 222 PVaeliliont. 
will be pleaſed to admit him into your n until 
ſuch time as he is perfectly recovered. 


And your Petitioner, as in 5 bond, ſhall ever pray. 


mold. 


Fren à Stranger in Digg to the ae, for a 
, to his legal Settlement. 


To the Right Honourable the Lad Moor. 
The humble Petition 4 A. B. 


Sberueth, 
HAT your petitioner was arri ö to a noble. 
1 man who lately made the tour of Eu that 
your petitioner accompanied him during he oh time of 
is travels, but unfortunately on his return he died at 
Paris : that under a variety of difficulties, your peti- 
tioner arrived at Calais, where he obtained a paſſport 
in his majeſty's packet to Dover: that your petitioner 
is a native of Newcaſtle in Northumberland, and 1s 
obliged to travel fo far on foot: that he has not any 
thing wherewithal to defray his expences, and unleſs 
affiſted by the generoſity of the public, muſt even 
periſh on the road: that your 2 humbly prays, 
that ydur lordſhip will be pleaſed to ſign an 8 for 
his ſubſiſtence in the different counties through which 
he is obliged to paſs before he arrives at his legal 

ſettlement, 


And your Petitioner, as in Der bens 2 50 ever 2 


* 


3 >=. 3 — 


Fron a Prifmer for 4 mall Die, fo e * 
rated for bis Humanity. 


Do G. E. ZV; 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 
„ picitiaues bas lob Sand | 
your petitioner man 0 
, to provide for bai of yoang children; tha 
3 
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been ſome weeks out of employment, he was obliged 
to contract a ſmall debt at a chandler's ſnop : that 
your petitioner intended to pay it as ſoon as he poſſibly 
could ; but his inexorable creditor ſent him a ſum- 
mans to the county court, and took out an execution 
againſt him, and he is now a priſener is Newgate, and 
his children ſtarving for want of bread : that your pe- 
titioner has often heard of your great goodneſs to your 
fellow- creatures in diſtreſs, The whole debt and coſts 
for which I am confined does not exceed forty ſhillings; 
and if you will be pleaſed to interpoſe ſo far in my fa- 
vour as to ſet me at liberty, and reſtore me to my fa- 
mily, my future life ſhall be one continued act of 
gratitude, ; 4 
And your Petitioner, os in Duty bound, Hall ever pray. 


8 


From a Jocaytd Citizen, to be admitted to the Place of 
_  Citz<Marſbal. Fe 
To the Right Honourable the Lord. Mayor, and the Nor- 
l Hißful Court of Aldermen. c 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sever b, 
HAT your petitioner has been on the livery of 
| | the city of London above twenty years, and 
carried on with reputation the trade of a wine-mer- 
chant, but through > bicleby of loſſes in trade, and 
long ficknefs in his family, he bebo, = > Yo 
with his creditors, and fetire from buſineſs, That 
your petitioner is at-preſent out of all manner of em- 
loyment, and would gy Rong your late mar- 
hat : and if fo hap y as to conſidered worthy of © 
your choice, he will on every oecafion. endeavour to 
"diſcharge the duties of his Ration with the utmoſt 
fidelity. | | 


Had your Pititioner, as in Duty bound, fall rver pray. 


— 


„ © 


1 Aa 
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From a 7 radeſman in diftrefſed Circumſtances, to his prin- 
pal Creditors, far a leter of licence. | 
; To ON D. E. F. 
ps The humble Petition of A. B. 
HAT your petitioner hath long carried on buſi- 
neſs, and bronght up a numerous family : that 
having lately truſted s to a conſiderable amount, 


to a perſon in whom he e the greateſt confidence, 
he ſoon after became inſolvent, and he was obliged to 


ſtop payment: that although his debts are only ſmall 


ſums, yet being liable to be arreſted, and confined in 
riſon, he has taken this method of applying to you, 
is worthy creditors: that from a review of his conduct 
ever ſince yon have known him, he preſumes you are 
already convinced that all his actions have been con- 
fiſtent with integrity and honour: that your petitioner 
having hopes of retrieving his loſſes in a little time, 
moſt 3 Degs that you will be pleaſed to ſign the 
incloſed letter df licence, by which your petitioner will 
be enabled to follow his buſineſs without interruption. 
And, as in Duty bound, he will ever pray. 


- 


FOE _— 


Fir @ Lieutenant on half-pay, tobe emplayed in afual 


ae ſervice. 8 
7e the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 
. tbe Admiralty. ey | 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


; Shrabet h, | ob 
Tt AT during the laſt war your petitioner ob- 
tained a commiſſion as a licutenant of marines, 
and was in ſeveral different engagements : that at the 
concluſion of the war he was reduced to live on half- 
pays and ſince that time has had nothing but that 
mall pittance to ſubfiſt on i that hearing ſeveral of 
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his majeſty” s ſhips are going to be put into commiſſion, 
he hambly begs to be empleyed in actual ſervice in de. 


fence of his king and country. 
Aud your Petitioner, at in Duty bound, ful e er pray; 


—— 


* ten ho 4 Ke 2 — * 


From a Perſon 1 had emer bop 4. Purſer, to. bs 
reinſtated in the fame Empl — 


Te humble Petition of "AB. 3 
3 5 
T AT your petitioner acted 38 FER on SF 


- 


his majeſty's ſhip the Revenge the whole 

of the laſt war ; that Shieh he was s diſcharged he ſought 

for employment among ſeveral tradeſmen, but unfortu- 

nately could find none, and therefore was obliged to 

live on the remainder, of his w. ages: that your 

＋ "ny heard that Ln. of his majelſty's 9 65 

ut into commiſhon, he has reſin 

Iref kim f to your lordſhip, and if ſo happy as 

— be reinſtated in his former employment, he will 

make it his principal ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of 

his ſtation with the ſtricteſt 12 | | 

And N Petitioner, as in ROY fall 6 ever 2 | 


— * 


From a Cantina in „ Aged Ci ve antes, to his 
Taylor, for a Suit of Claatlu, to exable bim to appear 


decently; 
a To, Mr. F airchth.. y 


The humble Petition 77 A. B 


Sheweth, 
HAT your petitioner having unfortadately mar- 
ried a widow, in order to retrieve himſelfifrom 
a, variety of misfortunes, under which he laboured at 
that time, but to his great misfortune ſhe was much in 
debt: that your petitioner has at preſent an opportu-- 
. nity of entering into buſineſs, but from the variety of 
his afflictions is not able to appear decently in the world. 
Being yet willing to become an uſeful member of ſo- 
L | cicty, 


— 


225 Petition. 
ciety, he has preſumed to addreſs himſelf to you. 
Your petitioner in his proiperity always employed you 
as his taylor, and all he requ reſent is only, that 
you will be pleaſed to wal him . ih one ſuit of cloaths 
for a few months. 


wind your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, | ſhall ever pray. 


5 1 
— — * 


— — 


„ — 


From a poor working Man 2 had been impreſſed for the | 
| 1 5 


fo the Right Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty. 
The bumble Petition of A. B. 


| — 
HAT your petitioner has all his life been a hard 
working induſtrious man, and at preſent has a 
— and ſour children, who have nothing t# ſubſiſt on 
your petitioner's wages as a journeyman carpenters 
45 your petitioner was laſt returning from his 
work to his family, was ſto by a preſs gang, and 


' eafried on bourd a tender in the river, where he now 


is : hint being utterly unacquainted with the ſea, and 
as inevitable ruin will be the conſequence to his fa- 
- mily, . he'earneſtly begs that your lordſhips will order 
him to be diſcharged. 


* your Petitioner, as in A bound, Sall ever la 


A n * N 3 8 
— 


tt. 9 ä n= I 


—— 


Frim a poor Clergyman, far bis Sous being admitted a 
Seba in WITT 


To the Right-Hondurable the Gruirnors of the Ehartgr- 
Houſe. 


The bamble Putition of A. B. 


'  Sheweth, 

TH AT your petitioner received a liberal ate 
and took the deg of maſter of arts in the uni- 

verſ ty of Oxſord: chat your petitioner, Whilſt very 

young, entered into holy orders, but never could ob- 

| wn any other Preferment, than a e 
8 


—- 


\ 
- 
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to GE Celts ſettled in the world, and backs 
a ſon who is deſirous to acquire the knowledge of the 
claſſits, he humbly prays that he may be admitted as a 
ſcholar in the Charter-houſe. 

And'your Prtitioner, as:in Duty bound, fhall ever pray. 


— —_—_ — 


— — 


To ebe ſame, from an aged and decayed T radeſman, ts be 
admitted a Pen/ioncr. 
To the Right Honourable the Governors of the Charter- 
| ufs. 
The bumble Petition of A. B. 

: Sheweth, * * 1 
HAT your petitioner has lived many years in 

1 credit as a grocer, and brought up a large fa- 
mily of children: that having been afflicted with long 
3lnefs his bufineſs was utterly e and by many 
other loſſes he was obliged to let his ſhop, aſter having 
Paid all his juſt debts ; that your petitioner being not 
only deſtitute of all manner of employment, but alſq 
i gfeat want of every neceſſary of life, he humbly 
begs to be admitted a penſioner in the Charter-houſe. + 
Aid your Petitioner, ar in Duty bound, hall ever pray. 


——— 
— * 


Prem a Widew to the leer at the Puartr-Soffans, 16 
. © obtain @ Licenee fer keeping @ Public Nel. 4 
To the Nau the Puffices of . 

The bumble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, a ; 
| HAT yoar petitioner's late huſband was an en- 
nent carpenter, and carried en a very conſidera- 
ble trade, but dying ſuddenly his affairs were left in a 
very perplexed manner, and when your petitioner em- 
ployed one to ſtate the whole of her huſband's debts and 


credit, * was not above one hundred ena re- 
maining for herſelf: that petitioner has fix chil. 
— . * dren 


gren utterly unprovided -for, nor knows not of any 
other way to procure them a ſubliſtence, but by keeping 
a Public houſe : that ſhe has not money ſufficient to 
pay for-the good. will of one in the common manner, 
and having a neat convenient houſe left her by her 
huſband, ſfie humbly begs that your worſhips will be 
pleaſed to grant her a licence. 
2 your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, . ever * 


2 — 


212 ů 


From a poor Man whoſe Goods had been ſeized for Rent, 
10 4 * Gentleman in the Jame * 


To R. DP. %; 
The humble Petition of A.B. 


Sheweth, 

HAT your petitioner |] has always laboured hard 
48 to ſupport his family: that his wife and two of 
his children having been long confined to a ſick-bed, 

run him to ſo wg expence that he had it not in his 
power to pay his landlord "half a year's rent due laſt 
quarter-day. That your . petitioner's landlord came 
Yeſterday and ſeized his goods, and unleſs redeemed in 
five days they will be appraiſed. and ſold : that 'your 
petitioner has often heard of your great humanity to 
the afflicted, and humbly begs that you will ſo far in- 
terpoſe as to ſave a poor honeſt man, and his family 
from being turned into the ſtreets... 
And Eng 1 88 as in Duty bound, fall ever pray. 


— — * 4 _ Ml 


— 0 rener 


From a ae. Frey in the Merchants ſerwice, to be ad- 
mitted as a Penfioner. 


| 7. 0 Ken Dirac, of the Office for wounded Seamen in the 
yl - | Merchants ſervice. 4” 


"Th humble Petition of A. B. bj 2 F . 


| | $heweth, T1133” 
HAT: your petitioner ſerved A a 33 on 
1 board he ſap 3 trading to the Le- 


3 : 


— 
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vant: that your petitioner busse near twenty years 
in the faid ſervice, until he was diſabled by a fall from 
the mizzen maſt, by which one of his arms was broken, 
and otherwife ſo much bruiſed; that he is utterly.inca- 
pable of goin to ſea : that not having been brought 
up.to any dther employment, and deſtitute of every 


of your penſioners. 


0 
24 


neceſlary of life, he humbly begs to be admitted as one 
And, as en Bound, are ever 7. 


— —_ — — 8 — 


PT 7 147 3” 


F rom a — Boy to: the Director: of the Marine 
Society, 
P To the Directors of the Marine 159 La | 
„ The humble Petition f A. B.. 4 
i : Ss T' your ly , remki 6 
tioner's only rem din nt 
died a 3 ago, and leſt mkitng pubs 
as an, helpleſs orphan : that your petitioner is fifteeen 
ears old and in . health, and would be willing to 
employed in hig majeſty's navy, in whatever ſtation 
he onours ſhall think proper to appoint, and ii ſa 
app) as tq be admitted, ſhall at all times, and on 
every occaſion diſcharge his duty with the greateſt | 
chearfulneſs. 4 
4 And your Petitioner, as in Ono bound, ſhall ever, pray. 


—_——— wo — 


. — 


From a Hack Codihmaii IIS had TU more than 


i Fare 
To the How Commiſſioners for licenfing Hackney Coaches, 
pe humble Petition' of A. B. 5 
in Ma 


H AT your petitioner was hired from the 448d 5 at 

\ Charing-croſs, to FAY a fare to Richmond, in 
51% and again to Fleet-ſtreet : that your petitionen 
not being well acquainted ich the rices charged fix- 
* pence more than his due, for which he is ſummoned, 


a before your honours : that your petition 
* a L 3 n ſenſible 


/ 


ſenſible. of his fault, and extremely ſorry for his con- 
duct, and humbly prays, that as it is the firſt time he 


ever was guilty, and his fault ariſing from ignorance, 
that your honours will be pleaſed to excuſe him this 
time. 0 


And, as in Duty boun 4, Gall ever pray... 


0 * 8 —_— wy „„ 
1 — 
« 


From a Hackney Coachman who had been illegally | 


' ſunmoned. 
To the Hon. Commiſſioners for licenſing Hackney Coaches. 
' The bumble Petition of A. B. 2 


es | VEE Adds . 
AT y itioner was em to carry 2 
fare to — which is ten miles, and ſor 
which your petitioner demanded only ten ſhillings, but 
inſtead of being paid was groſly abuſed, and at laſt 
ſummoned before your honours : that your petitioner 
is always ready to oblige his maſter's cuſtomers, and 
therefore humbly prays, that your . honours will be 
pleaſed to order the fare to be paid, as alſo a proper 
recompence for his loſs of time. * in Bad 
Aud your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


who had been taken riding on his 
Ny "vx the fitting Alderman. as : — 
Do the wworfpipful Sir W. B. 
be. humble Petition A. B. 
we | | 


. 
- 


- - 
9 l 


| ö 5 \ 
HAT your petitioner lately came from the coun- 

try, and was employed as. a drayman : that be- 
ing ufed to ride in the country, he did not know, nor 
was ever told that it was contrary to law in London, 
and therefore was inadvertently guilty without "any de- 
fien of giving offence : that your petitioner is fincerely 
forry for his fault, and promiſes never to offend in the 
ike manner again, and therefore humbly prays that 

1 1 DER your 


"_ _ %* » 
: . - 
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your worſhip will be pleaſed to forgive this his firſt 
fault, $5403 4% W970 
And, your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


7 — 


From a Watchman a bad got drunk on his Stand, to 
the Churchwardens, & G. 
To the Churchwardens of C. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
rh NNE TIA 
AT your petitioner n ſeveral years em- 
NE as a watchman in this pariſh, and always 
behaved ſoberly and regularly, till laſt night that he 
was unfortunately adviſed to drink with ſome company, 
and neglected his duty: that your petitioner is wy 
ſenfible of his folly, and heartily ſorry for his fault, 
and humbly prays that you will excuſe ham this once, 
and. ſolemnly promiſes never to. be guilty in the liks 
manner again. | f * 


22 your Pititioner, as in Duty bound, fall * * 


** * 1 n 1 1 OY 1 Wo 


— 


* 


From one to be admitted a Watchman, 


To the Churchwardens of 2 

| The humble Petition of A. B. 
Shewweth, 2 
HAT your petitioner has lived ia good ere dit 

| formerly, but is now out of all manner of em 
ployment : that he looks upon himſelf as able to diſ- 
charge the duty of a watchman in this pariſh ; aad if 
ſo happy as to deſerve your notice, ſhall on every occa« 
- fron behave as an honeit man, Ar 


2 Aud, as in Duty bound, ſhall roe# fraß. 


: 6 - - * C 
-- ? i : * 0 Fran 


— 
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| From the Maſter of a Trading Vee 1 to the Lords of the 
| Admiralty, for a Protection for his Men. 

| To the Right Honourable the Lord; 0 ommiſfroner's of the 

| * Tan of -Aamiralty, + Sp NP 

| | ce humble . of A. B. 

| . Sheweth, . 
T HAT, your * is now ready loaded for a 


coaſting voyage, but the preſs for ſeamen being 
| ſo extremely. violent, your petitioner eannot, get men 
to work his ſhip, unleſs your lordſhips will be pleaſed 
to grant them your proton ; 9 — the intereſt ang 
property of many families de mo on the cargo T have 
no on board, and therefore humbly beg your lerdſhip; 
to grant me a protektion for as 1 men as are neceſ- 
ſary to work the hip, di 2g 


And * Petitioner, as in Duty * Pall er ever grab. 


"Pro rom a — on 7277 Pay to be employed in the. 


Service. 


po. the Right Hon.. the Lords Commiſſioners” 7 le 
' * Admitally, © 


The humble Petition f A. 88. 


 Sheweth, 
| 18 AT your petitioner ſerved ab a lieutenant dur- 
ing all the laſt war, and ever ſince has remained 
on half pay: that he is very deſirous of being employed 
in defence of che juſt 5 of his country, and there- 
fore humbly prays your lor N to ſend him on board 


one of che now fittin 
rd And as in 4 bound, foal ever 5 


From a 70 2 oman to the Church-wardeos of Or 7 
the Chrifimas Bounty of Coals. 


To the Church-wardens of C, 2 : 
The humble Petition of A.B. by: 
| Sheaweth, | 
HAT your es lie viden ho 


children, whom ſhe has continued to „ 
| | CF" 7 er 
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her labour : that it has long been the practice of his 
iſh to give coals, '&c. to the induſtrious poor 
this ſevere ſeaſon, and as your petitioner has never 
troubled the'pariſh for any thing beſore, * ſhe humbly 
prays that you will conſider her as an object of W 


Ard — Ae ver as in Duty bound, Ju ever prop. 
| 33 Sd — 
Fro rom a a decayed Trades e/man, to $508 15 Son admitted into 

Merchant Taylor f School. 
7 - the 22 and Wardens 7 — re C ned 'of 
. Merchant 7. aylor "WEE. = 
8 The e Petition of A. B. a 


. 
HAT your petitioner has lag nel on trade i 
I «credit, and is free of your company; but hav- 


ing a numerous family, he is obliged to ſollicit the 
favour-of- the company to have his · yo ſon ad- 
mitted as a ſcholar on your foundation, and if ſo 2 
as to ſucceed in this his 971 ueſt he wall, 

E | 


= ». © 
, - my \ 
a 
4 = 


—_— — 


Fior a — s Pla at A Bank. | 
To the the. the Chairman and Director: 15 rhe e Bank's of 
. © . . England. | = > 1 
2 . aul Ties of A, B. Kg 
 Showeth, een 


HAT nee to the 
trade of a watch - gilder, but at ag there is 
Vito or no employment: for hands in tat branch of 
buſineſs : that your petitioner has 3 wife and children, 


and at preſent nothing to ſupport them with: that a 


certificate of his honeſty and laduftry! is ready to be pro- 
duced, ſigned by three reputable houſekeepers, and if 
you will, in conſideration of his diſtreſs, appoint him 
one of your watchmen, he wall diſcharge his duty with 


ths utmoſt fidelity. 4 
And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 


| | 1 

From a Widow to tht Lord Almoner, for a Share of . 
King's Bounty, Bet. 

To the Right Rev. the Lord High: Almmer, 
| The Humble Petition of A. B. 

THAT your lordſhip's petitioner is the widow of 
an eminent tradeſman, but by long ſickneſs and 
other affliction reduced to the loweſt ſtate of poverty: 
that your petitioner has no relief from any pariſh, but 
has been ſometimes charitably aſſiſted by the benevo- 
lence of ſome tender hearted chriſtians. That at pre- 
ſent the is in very great diſtreſs, and therefore humbly 
prays your lordſhip for what ſhare of his mayeſty's 
royal bounty you ſhall think proper. G 3 


Aud as in Duty bound, . ſhall ever pray. 


— * — — 


From a poor Wide to the Dean of Weftminſfter, for t ky 
_ weekly Allowance of Bread and Meat at Lay. | 


To the Reverend the Dean of Weftminſitr. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Ly 


ET VO RIES OSS ann 
HAT, our petitioner. has lived foberly and 

| honeſtly many years, and always attended divine 

ſervice : that at preſent ſhe is greatly diſtreſſed in her 
circumſtances, although ſhe labours very hard for her 


living : chat there no]. a vacancy in the Nutt. 
ber of widows who receive the weekly bounty, 


eb 


y begs to be admitted as one, 
Jud as in Duty bound ſhall ever prog. 


Fren 


- Puitionss+ *35 


Sh, < 


From a poor Citizen," to be admitted into Banireft's Alm 
| | How/fes. 94 


To the worſhipful the Truftees of "Bancroft" s Alms- Houſer, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sbeauet h, al | 
HAT your petitioner is a-native of London, 
where 0 ſerved his apprenticeſhip, and after - 
wards carried on buſineſs for himſelf; but by a variety 
of loſſes is now reduced, in his old age, to ſollicit the 
relief of ſome public charity : that hearing there is at. 
preſent a vacancy in your alms-houſes, he humbly 
to be admitted as one of your penſioners, being well 
convinced your worſhips will find him a proper object 
of charity g 298 10 
Aud at in Duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


8 


— th —_ __— 
tk. — — 


From a Vintuers Widow, to be admitted into the Com- 
pany's Alms- Houſes. ; 


The bunble Petition of A. B. 
H 7 Sali late huſband Hved ia 
AT your late hu 
great credit in Cheapſide, and Wu free of your 
company many years : thut he died in very low cir- 
cumſtances, and leſt your petitioner, in her old age, 
wholly un provided for-: that your petitioner is at pre- 
femt utterly deſtitute vf all the neeeſſurtes of life, and 


And your Petitianer,, as in D ever pro. 


. 


9 


9 


Petition, „* 


From @ poor Widow to the:Lord Cbancellynr. 


To the Right Hon. the Lord High Chancellor E Great- 


Britain. 


The 1 Petition of A. B. 
Sheauet h, 


＋ 


your pe without being able to obtain a decree : 


its! 10cm not having money to proceed farther; | 


HAT your lordſhip's petitioner has been og 
involved in a chancery ſuit, and has ſpent all he 


begs you RIEL. to ſuſſer her to ſue in F . 


2 | 


Any + And your Patidiontrs as in Duty bound, | 
ow ever aro... 


"207 — 


— —_— 


 Fromthe Wife of a Sailor who bad been jos, 
To the Right Hon. the Lords of the Admiralty. + 


_. The humble eaten, of A. B. 
8 z 


a £14 


HAT your ps titioner's huſand * been abſent 
from E and t theſe three years in the Eaſt-Idnies, 
and was upon his return impreſſed into his, majeſty's 


— ore he had Fo W. + — ſettling 
urs, or evengſecin 18 | your petitio 
ed caſioned b 


— oc 


is in very diſtreſſ- 


* 


2 


huſband's .abſence,, nor can ſhe receive his wages unleſs. 
he were preſent... May it therefore pleaſe your lord- 


ſhips, in conſideration of your petitioner's. 
treſs,, to grant an order for her huſband's 
at leaft a few) weeks "I for him to ſe 


yan 


FRED 


t dif- 


or 


his 


Diracbion 


11. 237 ps 


eagle of 41 ea to Fohhn af of all Rank, vine 


| . T o;the Roy al Family, . - .. 
95 the Kitig s moſt "Excellent ' Majelty, $7, or 
. it pleaſe your Majeſty 6 
10 nis Rey ghneſt Gear og Prince of wales, Hir, 
or, May it plegſe your Royal Highneſs. .. 
"= ſame Manner to the reſt of the Royal F family, 
* To the Nobilit 
To his Grice the Duke of 8. "ts Lord Dutt, or, May 
71 2 > your Grace, or, Your 


©” To the'Molt Noble the M hols of H. » Lord Mar- 
* your Eordfhi 


* E Right i Honourable the Earl of 3. My. ord, 


"To the Pf ' Honourable the Lord Viſcount D: ty 
Lard, your Lordſh Pig. 
To the Right onourable the Lord x! M Lord, A 


. Lor 

1 Ladies are addreſſed avoiding to the Rane of 
eh Hufbands, 15 

Tut Sd eb Dukes, Marg wiſts, ae le Udeh Sogs 
"of Karls have, by Conrtdfey of E 915 the Title of 
Tord tid Right Pino aplt” ; and itle of Lady Is 
given to their Daughters. 

The younger Sons of Earls, the Sons of. Vifcounts, 
and Basons, are ſtiled Eguires, and Hanburable, and 3 
their Daughters Honourable. * * 

The Matte of "HhoakaBle is lkewife boiifihled bk 
PPerfony as have the _ '5 Commiſion,” ind upon thoſe 
g Gentlemen who, joy Places of Truſt and Honour. 4 
© The Title of "Right Honourable is given to no Com- 
ho are Members. of his Ma- 
jefty's moſt onourablePFrivy Council, and the threa 
Lord Ma London, Tork, and Dublin, and' . Lord 
Frovoſt o . nPurgh, during theix Office. - | 
the Parliament. - 


moner, excepting thoſe 


To ths Ri "ht Honourable the Lö if 1%. 
Tempora in Parliament aff added, 
r pleaſe your Lurup rr. 3 1 044 2h 0 


a 


A 


an Dire#tions uur, 7. 


To the ** the Knights, Citizens, and Burge Hes 
| 7 Parliament aſſembled, Gentlunei, or, May # prey your 
enours. 

To the Right Honourable Sir F. N. Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, who is generally one of his Ma- 
jefty's moſt Honourable Privy-Counctl, Sir. 
| To the Cler 

To to Moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of . 


terbury, My Lord, or, Tour Grace. 
Lord: the Right I Reverend the Lord Biſhop of S. My 


Jo the Reverend the Dean of C. or Archdeacon; or 
Chancellor of D. or — &c. Ar. Dean, « Rewe- 
rend. Sir, &c. - 

All Rectors, Vicars, 8 Lecturers, ad Clergy- 
men of other inferior-denominations are ſtiled Reverend. 
To the Officers of his Majefty's Houſhold. 

They ary for the molt Part addrets'd according to their 
Rank and Quality, though ſometimes agreeable to the 
Nature of their Office: as, My Lord Steward, My Lord 
Chamberlain, My. Vice Chamberlain, &c. and in all 
Superſcriptions-of Letters, which relate to Gentlemen's 
Employment, their Stile of Office ſhould never be 
omitted ; and if they have more Offices than one, you 
peed mention only the higheſt, _ 
To the Seldiers and Navy. 
In the Army all Noblemen are ſtiled according to their 
Rank, to which is added their Employ. 
To che Honourable A. B. Eſq; ee e. 
Major-General, Brigadier-General of his Majelty' 8 
Forces, Sir, our Honour. 
To the Right Honourable the E. of S. Ca 
Majeity's brd Troop of Horſe Guards, Band of Gen- 
tiemen M e 2 of Veomen of the Guards, &c. 
Kl — nels are 1 ed Honourable ; all inferior Of 
cers ſhould have the Nam of their Bwployment ſet fir 
as for Example, to Major W. C. to 3 T. H. 80 
In the Naiyall Admirals are fl Honourable, and 
Nodlemen according to Quality and Oltice. The other 


Mikcers as in the Ker. 7 
# 
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To the Ambaſſadors, Seeretaries, and Conſals. 
All Ambaſſadors have the Title of Excellency added 16 
their Quality, as have alſo Plenipotentiaries, ſoreign 
Governors, and the Lord Lieutenant and Lords juitices 
of "Ireland. 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his  Britannic 
Majeſty's Envoy 1 and Plenipotentiary to 
the Ottoman Port, Sir, xcellency. 

To his Excellency E. F. 2 E Ambaſſador to his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, Fir, or, your Excelle 


To his Excellency the Baron d' A. his Pruſſian Ma 


jefty's Reſident at the Court of Great Britin, Sir, your 
Excellency. 


To Scignior w. o G. Secretary from the Republic of 


Venice, | 
To G. H. Eſq; his Britanuic Majeſty's Conſul Pl 
Smyrna, &. ir. 
Tathe Judges ard Lawyers. 


All the Judges, if Privy-Cour ſellors, are Az 
Heonourable; as for Inſtance: 

To the Ris aut Honourable A. B. Lord High Chancel- 
lor of Great Britain, My Lord, your Lordſbip. 

To the Right Honourable P. V. Matter of che Rolls, 
Sir, yeur Honour. | 

'To the Right Honourable Sir G. L. Lord Chief Juf- 
tice of the King's Bench, or of the Common Pleas, My 
Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Honourable A. B. Lord Chief Bazon, $r, gr. 

wo it pleaſe you, Sin. 

50 * Right Honourable A. P. Eſq; one of the 
jule, or to Judge T'. Sir, or, May it pleaſe pu $i 

To Sir R. D. his Majeſty's Attorney, Sollicnos, or 
Advocate General, Sir. 

All others in the Law, acco to the Offices "ad 
Rank they bear, every Barriſter having the TORO 

Egquire given him. 

| Te the Liautenanq and Magiſtr 
To the Right Honourable G. Earl 25 C. l 1 


tenant and Cuſtos 2 of the e of Durham, 


My Lora, your Leradſbis. | 
& . A ' 6! *3 *#$30 * 
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To the Right Honourable B. C. 2% Lord Mayor of 
the City of London, My Lord, your, Lordſhip. _ 
All Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of "| Pence have 
the Title of 5 and ful, ad haye allo all 
Sheriffs and Recorder 
The Aldermen” and Recorder of London are filed 
Rigbt Morßßigful; as are all Mayors of Corporations, | 
except Lord Mayors.  - q 
© ToP.S. 77 High Sheriff of the County of Vork, 
949 c Right w | ful 8. T. E iran of 
To the Right Wo u a; A 
'Tower Wa een e, 8. jour . | | 
Io the Right Worſhipful C. „ Recorde! of the 
City of London, Sr, af Worpoipy 3 
The Governor of Hoſpitals, Colle r Kees which | 
eonſiſt of Magiſtrates, or ave any h among them, | 
are ſtiled Right Wor fripful, or Werſpipful, as "Ru Titles | 
allow. | = 
: To the Governors under the g 
To his Excellenęy G. Lord S. Lord ; OY of 
-Tteland, 'My Lord, your Excellency.” 
To the Right Honovrable C: Earl of D. Governor 
f Dover Caſtle, &c. My Lord, your Lordſhip. 
The ſecond Goyernors of Colonies a by f the 
Kin are called Lieutenant- Governors, 
Thoſe- appointed by Proprietors,. as the Eaſt- India 
| Company, Oc. are ſtiled Deputy. 2 1 

| | 7 In; e Rodies. ** y | 

—-  To'the Honourable Court bf Butan, of the United F 

Y Ge of Merchants tradivg to the Eaſt-Indies, _ 
Tour Honours. 

Too the . Fo Sub- Governor, Deputy- -Go- 
vernors, and Directors of the South-Sea cep, 
Tour Honours. © 

Io the Honourable the ade: Depu ty-Governor, 
and Directors of the Bank of England, Tour, Honours. 

Tolthe Mafter and Wardens of the Worſhipful Com- 


. 
"7 w—_ __— SY 


y TY Om, : 


CET eee eee eee rl 


ES; EN 


2 e bf + Mercers. * WO 8 LA 
== * ] N 1 5 DE 77 
e N 8 


Res 2 


7 en 4 n . 
ES FP U 9 e * * 


